
Harrisville Pocket Neighborhood Survey     Old Home Days 2026     Help Shape Harrisville's Future 

Over the past eighteen months, surveys and community conversations have consistently shown that many 
Harrisville residents recognize a shortage of attainable housing for young adults, families, and seniors wishing to 
downsize. 

Residents have also expressed considerable interest in Pocket Neighborhoods—small groups of four to twelve 
homes clustered around a shared green. By sharing driveways, utilities, and other infrastructure, these neighborhoods 
can reduce development costs while preserving more open land. 

We invite you to view examples of Pocket Neighborhoods from New Hampshire and learn about the ordinance 
now being considered by the Ordinance Review Committee of the Planning Board. You can do this by visiting 
www.harrisville.org (documentation is on this home page) or by visiting the Affordable Housing Project’s Old Home 
Day Booth on Saturday, July 18th.  

Please share your thoughts about pocket neighborhoods and the proposed ordinance in the Survey below. 
Please note that your responses will be kept strictly anonymous. Your answers will only be reported in the aggregate 
(grouped with others) to protect your identity. 

1. Which of the following best describes you? 2. What is your age range?

□ Live in Harrisville
□ Own a home in Harrisville
□ Rent in Harrisville
□ Do not live in Harrisville

□ 18–25 □ 56–65
□ 26–35 □ 66–75
□ 36–45 □ 76+
□ 46–55

3. What do you see as the greatest potential benefits of Pocket Neighborhoods? (Please select all that apply)

□ Housing opportunities for young families
□ Housing opportunities for seniors wishing to

downsize
□ Housing opportunities for people who work in or near

Harrisville
□ Smaller, more attainable homes

□ Preserving more open land
□ Creating a stronger sense of neighborhood
□ Supporting the long-term vitality of Harrisville
□ Other (please specify):

4. If Harrisville adopts a Pocket Neighborhood ordinance, how important are the following?

Very 
Important 

Somewhat 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Preserve scenic roads and important views □ □ □ 
Preserve Harrisville's rural and historic character □ □ □ 
Minimize tree removal and protect natural features □ □ □ 
Require Planning Board review of every proposal □ □ □ 
Include design review by architects, landscape architects, and 
citizens 

□ □ □ 

Encourage long-term housing affordability □ □ □ 
Ensure that each Pocket Neighborhood feels like a small, neighborly 
community rather than a conventional subdivision 

□ □ □ 

http://www.harrisville.org/


5. Thinking about the people who might live there...A Pocket Neighborhood should feel:  
(Please select all that apply) 
 

□ Like a small cluster of neighbors who know one 
another. 

□ Like a small village or courtyard community. 
 

□ Like an extension of an existing neighborhood. 
□ Like a group of separate houses with greater privacy. 
□ I'm not sure. 
 

6. What would help you feel confident that Pocket Neighborhoods could fit well in Harrisville? 
(Please consider scale, community character, long-term community benefits and select all that apply) 
 

□ Limit the size of each Pocket Neighborhood. 
□ Limit the number of Pocket Neighborhoods approved 

in town (at least during an initial trial period). 
□ Preserve scenic views. 
□ Preserve Harrisville's rural and historic character. 
□ Require tree buffers or landscape screening where 

appropriate. 
□ Require additional design review for developments 

visible from public roads or village areas. 
 

□ Encourage long-term housing affordability. 
□ Discourage speculative resale ("flipping"). 
□ Encourage owner-occupied homes rather than 

primarily investment properties. 
□ Other (please specify) 

7. Which of the following best describes your familiarity with Harrisville’s current proposal for Pocket 
Neighborhoods and a Pocket Neighborhood ordinance? (Please select one) 
 

□ Prior to taking this survey, I reviewed some or all of 
the Pocket Neighborhood documents at the Old Home 
Day booth or on the Town Website devoted to the 
Affordable Housing Project (www.harrisvillenh.org) 

 

□ Prior to taking this survey, I have not reviewed the 
Pocket Neighborhood documents at the Old Home 
Day booth or on the Town website 

8. Which statement best reflects your present views of Pocket Neighborhoods? (Please select one) 
 

□ I support Harrisville continuing to explore Pocket 
Neighborhoods. 

□ I could support Pocket Neighborhoods if the 
ordinance includes appropriate safeguards. 

□ I am still uncertain and would like more information. 
□ I do not think Harrisville should pursue Pocket 

Neighborhoods. 

 
9. What questions, suggestions, or ideas would you like us to consider? 
 
 
 

 
10. Would you like to stay involved? 
 

□ I'd like to participate in future discussions. 
□ I'd like to explore living in a Pocket Neighborhood. 

□ I'd like to explore whether my property might be 
suitable for a Pocket Neighborhood. 

 

Email (optional) ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Thank you for helping shape the future of housing in Harrisville. Your thoughts will help the Affordable Housing 
Team, the Ordinance Review Committee, and the Planning Board develop an ordinance that reflects the values and 
aspirations of our community. 

http://www.harrisvillenh.org/

