Historic District Commission

Suggestions for updating HDC Rules & Regulations 06/23/2026

Proposed amendments are in bold italics
ARTICLE Il — GENERAL CRITERIA

In making a determination on an application, the Historic District Commission shall take into account
these regulations as follows:

A. HISTORICAL, ARCHITECTURAL, OR CULTURAL VALUE of subject buildings, structures, or landscapes,
and their relationship and contribution to the setting. This shall include the new construction of any
accessory structures to a historic site such as garages, harns, Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs), sheds,
shops, driveways, parking areas, landscaping or recreation structures.

D. RELATED FACTORS: other factors including yards, off-street parking, screening, fencing, stone walls,
entrance drives and parking areas, sidewalks, signs, lights, and/or landscaping which might affect the
character of any building or structure within the district and similar factors which relate to the setting
for such structure or grouping of structures.

E. IMPACT OF CHANGES: the impact that the applicant’s proposal will have on the setting and the extent
to which it will preserve the historical, architectural, and cultural qualities of the district and community.

ARTICLE VIII — STREETSCAPE

B. Any alterations requiring changes to the topography of any property which shall materially change
the landscape shall require an application to the Historic District Commission. Where changes in the
existing ground level are necessitated by installation of foundations or sewage systems, etc., the
Commission may require appropriate fill, grading, or planting to render the altered area compatible with
its surroundings. The application must include but is not limited to: SIT@N LAYOUT: All external
elements and new features, ie; walkways, patios terraces, retaining walls and support
platforms/bases for fuel tanks, A/C mini splits and generators must be shown. Elevation features may
include sea level references — but must also include measurements describing the actual change in
elevation from existing conditions, ie; 3’ lower or 14” higher. ELEVATIONS: drawing or illustrations
describing the proposed changes must be submitted. As with the site plan elevation features may
include sea level references — but must also include measurements describing the actual change in
elevation from existing conditions, ie; 3’ lower or 14” higher. Additionally, referencing changes
occurring proximate to any building or structure should be specifically noted, ie: at northeast corner
the ground level will be 14" higher or along the western side of the building the ground level will be
reduced 10”.

Failure to include all changes will require a new hearing.

FINAL APPROVAL may require permission granted from other town and state boards and commissions.



APPLICATION GUIDELINES
2: Information that must be submitted with the application in order to schedule the hearing.

* Drawings: Please submit drawings that render enough detail to illustrate the work from different
elevations. Make drawings to scale and give dimensions. If new window and door openings or new
additions are being proposed please include a rough floor plan of the area that is relevant to the
intended work. If site work includes changes to the landscape then describe all features, include sea
level references — but also include measurements describing the actual change in elevation from
existing conditions, ie; 3’ lower or 14" higher. Additionally, referencing changes occurring proximate
to any building or structure should be specifically noted, ie: at northeast corner the ground level will
be 14” higher or along the western side of the building the ground level will be reduced 10”.



