Housing Affordability and Pocket Neighborhoods

How Does Harrisville’s Affordable Housing Project Affect Affordability?

The Affordable Housing Team, through its research and data-gathering efforts, understands
that housing affordability is very important to the residents of Harrisville. What has also
become clear is that there is very little a Planning Board can do to guarantee affordability
(which, by federal definition, means paying no more than 30% of income toward housing —
whether owned or rented).

A corollary and equally important concept is that of housing “attainability.” To be attainable
does include the financial component, but at the same time it means the actual availability of
homes. Currently, there are simply not enough dwelling units to meet the demand;
furthermore, there are very few options for housing other than single-family homes, which — as
we know from the research, do not meet the needs of everyone. By addressing this shortage of
housing options by creating duplex and pocket neighborhood ordinances, a Planning Board can
indirectly affect affordability - just by increasing the supply and different types of homes that
meet the needs of a broad population, at all life stages.

How Pocket Neighborhoods Support Affordability

A Pocket Neighborhood offers a more efficient and community-oriented approach to residential
development. Its organizing principle is simple: rather than each home functioning as a
completely independent unit, neighbors share land, infrastructure, and common outdoor space
in ways that benefit both residents and the community.

By clustering four to twelve homes around a shared green, Pocket Neighborhoods can preserve
more open land while reducing the cost of developing it. Shared driveways, wells, septic
systems, and utilities can further reduce infrastructure costs, creating the opportunity for more
attainable housing.

Just as importantly, Pocket Neighborhoods broaden the range of housing choices available in
town. As seniors find homes that better fit their needs and young families gain new
opportunities to settle in Harrisville, other homes become available as well, creating a healthier
and more flexible housing market. Also, the shared green encourages neighbors to know one
another, fostering the kind of close-knit community that has become increasingly rare in
conventional subdivisions.



