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COMPLETE STREETS RESOLUTION
TOWN OF HARRISVILLE, NEW HAMPSHIRE

WHEREAS, Complete Streets are streets that are designed and operated to enable safe access
and mobility for all users, so that bicyclists, motorists, freight providers, emergency responders,
and pedestrians of all ages and abilities are able to safely move along and across a street;

WHEREAS, the Town of Harrisville recognizes that a transportation system that supports a
variety of travel modes can encourage a diverse local economy, promote physical activity,
protect natural resources, and increase quality of life by promoting personal choice and safety;

WHEREAS, Complete Streets enhance safe walking and bicycling options for school-aged
children, in recognition of the National Safe Routes to School program,;

WHEREAS, the Town of Harrisville recognizes that its Complete Streets Resolution will help
advance the Town'’s long-term transportation goals outlined in the Harrisville Master Plan;

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Harrisville Select Board that the attached
Complete Streets Resolution is hereby adopted by the Town of Harrisville.

L VISION & PURPOSE

The Town of Harrisville has always been a place where children ride their bicycles to the town
beach, families walk to the general store, and residents explore their natural surroundings using
alternatives to motorized transportation. However, during the past fifty years, it became
common practice for transportation engineers to design roads for motor vehicles, resuiting in
streets that often are not accommodating or safe for seniors, youth, people with disabilities, and
others walking or bicycling. Complete Streets will enhance Harrisville’s quality of life over the
long-term by providing economic development opportunities, meeting the needs of Harrisville’s
aging population, and attracting young people and families to come here to live, work, and visit.

The Town of Harrisville envisions a safe, accessible, and well-connected transportation network
that meets the needs of individuals utilizing a variety of transportation modes. The Town
recognizes that a multi-modal transportation network must fit within the context of the Town's
rural character, enhance the livability of the Town, and preserve the Town’s historical and natural
resources. To support this vision, it is the intent of the Town, through this Resolution, to ensure
that decision-makers routinely consider the safety and interests of all users of the road —
including motorists, pedestrians, bicyclists, equestrians, and emergency responders— in the
planning, design, construction, and maintenance of all roads, trails, and transportation facilities.

il. GOALS

The specific goals of the Town's Complete Streets Resolution are:

(a) To promote safe, appropriate, and accessible travel for all users of the road including, but not
limited to, motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists;

(b) To expand opportunities for bicycle and pedestrian travel throughout Harrisville;

(c) To improve quality of life and increase the sense of community by creating a roadway
network that offers convenient and comfortable means of travel between home, school, work,
and recreation destinations;

(d) To promote physical activity by providing more convenient opportunities for residents to walk
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or bike;
(e) To ensure safer routes for children to walk and bicycle to and from school;

(f) To protect the environment by reducing vehicle emissions and maintaining the quality of
surrounding natural resources; and

(g) To support economic development by creating an attractive and desirable place to live, work,
and do business.

18 SCOPE OF APPLICABILITY

(a) All town and state owned transportation facilities in the public right of way including, but not
limited to, streets, bridges, pathways, and trails shall be subject to this Resolution. In the case
of state-owned or controlled routes, the Town should coordinate with the New Hampshire
Department of Transportation to ensure that these roadways are designed, constructed,
operated, and maintained to support the goals of this Resolution.

(b) The Town should approach every transportation improvement and project phase as an
opportunity to create safer, more accessible streets for all users. These phases include, but are
not limited to: planning, design, right-of-way acquisition, construction, construction engineering,
reconstruction, operation and maintenance.

(c) Special attention should be given to projects which enhance the overall transportation
system and its connectivity. Specifically, high priority should be given to corridors providing
primary access to one or more significant destinations such as the historic village center,
Harrisville Wells Memorial School, Town Beach, hospitality establishments, or community
institutions.

(d) Exceptions to this Resolution may be considered when:

(1) The existing right-of-way does not allow for the accommodation of all users. In this
case to the extent appropriate, alternatives should be explored such as obtaining
additional rights-of-way, reconfiguring travel lanes and shoulders, installing signage, and
implementing traffic calming and education or enforcement programs;

(2) The activities are ordinary maintenance activities designed to keep assets in
serviceable condition (e.g. mowing, cleaning, sweeping, or spot repair);

(3) Impacts of accommodation would irrevocably alter or damage historic assets or other
qualities within the Town’s National Landmark District;

(4) Cost or impacts of accommodation are disproportionate to the need or probable
future use;

(5) The application of Complete Streets principles is unnecessary or inappropriate
because it would be contrary to public safety and increase risk of injury or death; or

(6) The roadway is privately owned.
\"A INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION

The Town, to the greatest extent feasible, will work with other transportation agencies including
the New Hampshire Department of Transportation to encourage the application of the goals,
concepts, and principles of this Resolution when working on projects or programs in the Town.
The Town will work collaboratively to ensure the transportation network flows seamlessly
between jurisdictions in accordance with local and regional plans.

V. IMPLEMENTATION



The implementation of this Resolution should reflect and adapt to the context and character of
the surrounding built and natural environments and enhance the appearance and qualities of
such. This Resolution recognizes that transportation needs vary and must be balanced in a
flexible, safe, and cost effective manner. The Town of Harrisville views this policy as integral to
everyday transportation decision-making practices and processes, and recognizes that such
goals and principles may be achieved through single elements incorporated into a particular
project or incrementally through a series of smaller improvements or maintenance activities over
time. To this end:

(a) The Harrisville Planning Board will form a Transportation Committee to develop a Work Plan
and encourage implementation of Complete Streets principles and concepts in Harrisville. The
Transportation Committee may include, but not be limited to, members of the Select Board, the
Planning Board, Wells Memorial School, Historic Harrisville Inc., the Trails Committee, the
Historic District Commission, and the Conservation Commission. The Committee shall meet on
a regular basis to review implementation of this Resolution and opportunities for Complete
Streets projects. It shall also review this Resolution at least every 1-3 years and make
recommendations for appropriate revisions;

(b) The Town will work towards developing Complete Streets Design Guidelines;

(c) The Road Agent, Town staff, and other relevant departments, boards, or committees will
incorporate Complete Streets principles into all existing plans, manuals, checklists, regulations,
and precgrams as appropriate;

(d) The Road Agent, Town staff, and other relevant boards, or committees will review current
design standards to ensure that they reflect the best available design standards and guidelines,
and effectively implement this Resolution, where feasible and appropriate;

(e) The Harrisville Select Board and Planning Board will evaluate pertinent Capital Improvement
Programs (on an annual basis) to encourage the impiementation of this Resolution;

(f) The Town should identify and seek out appropriate sources of funding for implementation of
this Resolution and recommend improvements to project management to support Complete
Streets projects;

(g) The Town should promote project coordination among town staff and committees with an
interest in the activities that occur within the public right-of-way in order to better use fiscal
resources; and

(h) Complete Streets projects should include an educational component to ensure that all users
of the transportation system understand and can safely utilize Complete Streets project
elements.

As amended and approved by the Select Board, July 23, 2020:
Kathy Scott

Select Board Member _%QA%M#«
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Select Board Member =




