
TOWN EMPLOYEES NAMED 

 CITIZENS OF THE YEAR

Last year was an unusual one in every sense. The pan-
demic taxed the town in ways unforeseen and unprec-

edented. The select board wouldn’t have had to think too 
long in choosing the year’s Citizen of the Year—just a little 
outside the normal parameters. 

For keeping the town going despite 2020’s COVID-19 
pandemic—ensuring that rescue, fire, and police were fully 
available for aid and assistance, the roads were clear, the 
recycling center was open, town hall running, licensing 
and permitting happening, the library functional, and for 
administering four smooth and safe elections, this year’s 
Citizen of the Year honor was awarded collectively to the 
town’s 46 employees. 

“We have been through a year of unknown, upheaval, 
grit, and recovery,” said select person Kathy Scott at town 
meeting. “We have found ourselves safe, stronger, better. 
We are overcoming a worldwide pandemic.”

In an earlier email message, Scott mused about the board’s 

choice, referencing a quote by Harry S. Truman: “It is amaz-
ing what you can accomplish if you do not care who gets the 
credit.”

“The select board thinks this epitomizes the spirit of 
our town employees,” she wrote. 

“We cannot thank each and every one enough,” she said 
at the meeting, after a plaque (with quite a bit of bling) was 
presented to the employees. “What may have appeared easy 
on the outside demanded fortitude, selflessness, care, and 
great compassion. We are grateful,” she said. 

Scott then read the names of each of the employees.
At the end of town meeting, town clerk Kathy Lovas 

reacted to the honor. Speaking on behalf of the town’s 
employees, she addressed the town as a whole. 

“I am humbled by this award. None of this could have 
been done without the help and support from all of you,” 
she said. 

Susan Lunt Childress
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The 2020 Citizens of the Year Honorees:
Wayne Derosia, David O’Neil, Joseph and Sharon Breidt, Jonathan St. Peter, Stephen Hobbs, Jeff Cady, Marcia 
and Scott Caswell, Peter Croteau, Roberta Gline, Jay Jacobs, Julie Lord, Buddy Driscoll, Dana Hennessy, 
Zach Byam, Vira Elder, Wes Tarr, Brian Tarr, Randy Tarr Jr., David Belknap, Mike Wilder, Susan Weaver, Kris 
Finnegan, Cathy Lovas, Michael Price, Amy Roberts, Lynn Cook, Jeannine Dunne, Neil Sandford, Anne Havill, 
Phil Gargan, Rosemary Cifrino, Bryan Kingsbury, Beth Healy, Jean Keefe, Kelly Byam, Karen Coteleso, Denise 
Croteau, Jillian Miner, Kathy Ogelby, Ranae O’Neil, Cindy Stone, M’Lue Zahner, and Mary Ann Noyer.



Fresh Air Town Meeting Garnered New Roads, Power Buying Option

Maybe it was the weird venue 
(Wells Memorial School park-

ing lot) or the balmy morning; it could 
have been the swarms of blackflies or 
the absence of any discussion whatso-
ever of any of the town’s boat launch-
es, but the town made quick work of 
its 2021 town meeting and adjourned 
in less than two hours. 

The mood was business mellow 
as around 120 residents sat in the 
morning sun and swatted flies while 
approving eleven articles on the town 
warrant, including an amended annual 
budget of $1,309,604, several road 
maintenance projects, a redistricting 
petition, and a cooperative electrical 
power purchasing plan.

Discussion around the three 
road projects, to add chip seal to 
Hancock Road; repave Island, Canal, 
and Prospect streets; and reclaim 
Mason Road, a dirt road slated for 
paving, was brief and genial, with 
selectman Jay Jacobs and road agent 
Wesley Tarr explaining to residents 

what chip seal was (a sur-
face extender) and why Mason 
Road needed reclaiming. To 
prepare it for paving, said Mr. 
Tarr. Discussion wrapped up 
with a compliment from Jack 
Calhoun, who commended the 
board and the Tarr family for 
its handling in past years of 
the town’s road maintenance, 
compared with road condi-
tions in the distant past. 

“You can tell the differ-
ence when you hit the Dublin 
line,” he said, “how Harrisville 
maintains its roads and how 
Dublin does.” 

“Let the record show that 
Harrisville’s roads are better 
than Dublin’s,” town modera-
tor Bryan Kingsbury quipped. 

A plan to offer residents 
greater choice in electric 
power purchasing, presented 
by Ned Hulbert and Andrew 
Maneval, drew the most public 
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Investing in lasting  
quality and ageless  
style is an affordable,  
sustainable choice. 
Master Craftsmen  
Stephen C. Barlow  
builds furniture  
with you, the  
customer, in mind.

Visit our showroom at  
292 Chesham Rd., Harrisville, NH 
(603) 827-3340   shakerstyle.com

Showroom/Local Art Gallery

Investing 
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ageless 
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affordable, 
sustainable 

choice.

Lamb • Eggs • Hay • Compost • Sheepskins • Fencing

Chesham, NH
Hours: M-F 8-4

603-827-3464
www.wellscroftfarm.com

COMMUNITY NEWS comment of the morning, mostly 
in the form of questions about 
pricing, the town’s obligation to 
the plan and the availability of 
renewable energy sources. 

The Harrisville Community 
Power plan, explained Mr. 
Maneval, would allow residents 
the opportunity to opt in to a 
cooperative buying initiative 
by the town in order to take 
advantage of competitive pricing 
from alternative providers, and 
an option to select a renewable 
energy source to power their 
homes. He said the current state 
provider was not doing this. 

“This plan will cost you 
nothing,” said Mr. Maneval, “and 
you can opt out.” He explained 
that the plan would also allow the town to participate in the 
development of battery technology and local energy sourc-
es, in turn enhancing the town’s ability to better respond to 
electric grid power failure events. 

Susan Holland wanted to know how the pricing would 
actually work. “How is it separated?” she asked, referring 
to how the alternative, lower cost power would be billed. 
“Which electricity is it? Are there lanes in the lines?” The 
answer was not in the realm of physics at all, explained 
the committee’s consultant, Henry Herndon, rather it was 
a contractual question. “It’s who you are purchasing from,” 
he said, not where it is coming from.

Several residents, including Jill Shafer Hammond, 

Laurence Saunders, and Doug Walker expressed support 
for the plan, citing the advantages of alternative energy 
sources, self-reliance, and resiliency in the face of power 
grid failure events. 

Lisa Anderson commended the committee’s efforts, 
citing their continued work during the pandemic under 
lockdown restrictions, including the creation of Zoom plat-
forms and a modified survey. She said it would help people 
in town who might not be able to purchase their own solar 
equipment have access to renewable energy choices.

An article petitioning the state to adopt fair, nonparti-
san redistricting, presented by Andrea Polizos, passed with 
no discussion.                                  Susan Lunt ChildressNed Hulbert

OWNER

MAIN STREET TITLE SERVICES, LLC 
Ranae O’Neil 

info@mainstreettitleservices.com
45 Main Street , Suite 202 - Peterborough, NH 03458 

603-924-6924 Or 1-800-278-1008

603.827.3107
Harrisville, NH

Jonathan St. Peter
727 Chesham Road

Town moderator Bryan Kingsbury confers with selectman Jay Jacobs.  Administrative 
assistant Mary Ann Noyer and selectman Kathy Scott look on.
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Harrisville’s Boston Post Cane Presented to Jed Hollenbeck
In 1909, in a effort to boost 

circulation, the Boston Post 
distributed approximately 700 
canes to small towns in Maine, 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
and Rhode Island. These gold-
headed ebony canes were given 
to the small towns’ select boards 
to act as trustees of the canes, 
which were to be “transmitted” 
to the town’s oldest male resident 
(this stipulation was changed to 
include women in the 1930s) to 
hold until their death, upon which 
it would be returned to the town’s 
select board to be presented to 
the next oldest resident.

 The cane itself was made of 
ebony imported from the Congo, 
with an 18-karat-gold head deco-
rated by hand and inscribed with 
“Presented by the Boston Post to the 
Oldest Citizen of Harrisville, NH 
(to be transmitted).” Harrisville’s 
cane had been forgotten for many 
years, but was recently brought to 
our attention and the select board 
has decided to once again revive 

the tradition of presenting the 
Boston Post cane.

Arthur “Jed” Hollenbeck, a 
native of New Jersey, was liv-
ing and working in Jaffrey as an 
engineer for Westinghouse, when 
he began to build a house for him-
self in Harrisville 36 years ago, 
in 1985. At 96 Jed is Harrisville’s 
oldest resident. You might still spot 
him, working in his yard, riding on 
his tractor. 

Jed was rewarded a replica 
of Harrisville’s Boston Post cane 
on May 22 at the town’s annual 
meeting. We hope that he will 
enjoy it for many, many years 
to come. The original cane will 
be placed on display in the town 
office at a date in the future. 
Should you wish to have a peek at 
it before then, please stop into the 
town clerk’s office and we will be 
happy to show it off!

If you are interested in more of 
a history of the Boston Post cane, 
check out BostonPostCane.org.

Cathy Lovas

Now Is the Time!

CVTC riders are booking more rides, 
and they need you! As the demand 

for rides is returning to prepandemic 
levels (250-300/month), CVTC has a 
pressing need for more volunteer drivers. 
When our supply of volunteer driv-
ers increases, we can better meet the needs of people 
requesting rides to essential appointments. Please call 
603-821-0569 to speak with a transportation coordinator. 
For details, visit cvtc-nh.org or go to Community Volunteer 
Transportation Company on Facebook to check us out. 
CVTC, 375 Jaffrey Rd., Suite 3, Peterborough, NH 03458; 
toll free 1-877-428-2882, extension 5.

Flower Garden Committee

Now that spring is finally here we 
can start planning our town flower 

gardens. If you enjoy working in the 
garden, whether or not you consider 
your thumb to be green, Harrisville 
Flower Garden Committee needs your 
help with the public plantings during 
the spring and summer months.

We are looking for volunteers to 
help water and/or maintain a garden. Please e-mail Cathy 
Buffum <inthebuffum2@aol.com> or call at 827-3556 if 
you’re interested in helping. The gardens are well estab-
lished so there is not a lot of time needed.     Cathy Buffum

Jeannie Eastman: Bus Driver, Gardener  
Extraordinaire, and Weaver of Verbal Threads 
A passerby in Harrisville village on this past February 

28 could have seen a cavalcade of cars, station wag-
ons, SUVs, and trucks descending Church Street and 
heading southeast to Peterborough. This was not a cortege 
of grief, though there was great sadness at the relocation 
of longtime residents Jeannie and Roger Eastman to Scott-
Farrar Retirement Community. The Eastmans have been 
an important part of Harrisville for almost three decades, 
which was a time of important growth in the town. They 
were both involved in many town initiatives and Common 
Threads would like to acknowledge the roles they played, 
Jeannie often being the more visible and Roger providing 
quiet support.

In 1992 Jeannie and Roger had moved to Hancock 
from California. They wanted to be nearer their children 
and Jeannie chose Hancock from a prior year’s scouting 
trip. They rented an apartment while looking for a house 
to purchase and quickly got involved in some activities in 
Hancock. A year later, the home that fit them the best was 
on Route 137 but in Harrisville, not Hancock. For several 
years, they still participated more in Hancock activities and 
didn’t really know Harrisville or its sense of community. 
Fall 1997 changed all that with the seminal conference, 
Future Search, from November 14 to 16.

Future Search was a community charette, an intense 
set of discussions to get input from community members 
in visioning and designing Harrisville’s orderly develop-
ment as a community. It had been initiated by the plan-
ning board, which was working on a master plan, and 
facilitated by the Bolleruds. Jeannie saw notices inviting 
residents, and she called to register as an attendee. A 
snowstorm came with the opening night, and Jeannie, 
having committed to the event, drove over despite her 
daughter’s pleas to stay home. When she entered, she 
didn’t know anyone there but remembers being greeted 
by Kathy Bollerud, whose welcoming smile would make 
anyone feel at home. During the discussions of the three-
day event, Jeannie developed an inkling of Harrisville’s 
strong sense of community and began to know some of 
the people in town. Parenthetically, Chick Colony remem-
bers first talking with Jeannie the following summer 
while picking blueberries on Pitcher Mountain. Jeannie 
recognized him from Future Search and spoke with him 
as they gathered blueberries.

Committees for further work were formed at Future 
Search and Jeannie joined the Communications commit-
tee. Its initial goal was to restart Common Threads, a town 
newsletter begun in 1993. It had lapsed, but by February 
1998 it was issued again and it included an article Jeannie 
wrote about the January 1998 ice storm. She was also 
an editor, then coordinating editor when the first editor 
needed to retire. Jeannie anchored Common Threads for 
16 years, which solidified the publication’s role as a key 
voice of Harrisville. Roger worked closely with Jeannie 
in overseeing finances, fund-raising, writing articles, and 
contributing his droll wit and endless supply of one-liners 
to editorial meetings. Ten years after the reactivation of 
Common Threads, the select board named the publication 
as Citizen of the Year for its significant role communicat-
ing events in town. They called Jeannie and the entire staff 
of Common Threads to stand in front of the meeting for 
recognition. All the others spontaneously chose to stay 
back, letting Jeannie receive applause as our leader. As the 
next Common Threads issue stated, “we are a team riding 
a bus that Jeannie Eastman drives and keeps on the road, 
always headed toward the next issue.” Jeannie seemed 
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CLEANING

SPARKLING CLEANSPARKLING CLEAN
Like Showroom Condition

603-762-3433
durlingcleaning.com

201 Bonds Corner Road
Harrisville, NH 03450

603-209-3440 
kully522@gmail.com

Renovations • Window Installation 
Decks • Porches • Siding • Flooring 
Sillwork • Rot Repair • Painting

Kully Mindemann
c a r p e n t r y

Hal Grant Real Estate • Harrisville, NH  603-827-3726 or Cell 603-209-2858

CRICKET HILL, HARRISVILLE
There is something about walking 
into a home which welcomes you. The 
kitchen offers southern light. There is 
a reading nook with a woodstove. The 
dining/living offers fireplace and sliders 
to the deck and field and flowers. First 
floor master and guest room with bath.  
2 beds and bath up with a cranny for  
an office. 18 acres, 16 in conservation.  
2 bay garage. Private, not secluded. 

$795,000.

Traditional Style Stonewalls, Retaining Walls,  
Existing Wall Renovations, Patios/ Walks, Steps,  

Bridges, Sculptures & More

sandristoneco@gmail.com (603) 289-5927
www.sandristone.com Harrisville, NH

DSWA CERTIFIED STONE WALLERS

96 years young, Arthur “Jed” Hollenbeck

Jeannie Eastman

P
H

O
T

O
: 

C
A

R
O

LY
N

 E
A

S
T

M
A

N



76  

embarrassed to be the sole receiver of the cheers and 
applause, but the recognition was accurate and apt.

In a recent interview, Jeannie recalled that one of her 
first engagements in the town was a 1998 community 
improvement project, the final step required in the New 
Hampshire Master Gardener Program. She hoped to reno-
vate a small bit of waterfront land on Island Street, between 
the red barn and the beginning of the canal. Review 
of her plans and approval came from the Conservation 
Commission, the Historic District Commission, and owner 
Historic Harrisville. This became a widespread endeavor, 
coordinated by Jeannie, with many people helping clear the 
mass of weeds, shrubs, and trees and replacing them with 
a granite bench and more desirable plants. She created a 
place for quiet contemplation, while being very sensitive 
to the site.

A defining characteristic of Harrisville that attracted 
Jeannie and Roger was the way people work together in 
common cause. The epitome of this also originated in 
Future Search: the collaborative production of “Harrisville 
Weavings” in 2001. As Jack Calhoun said, this musical 
comedy was created “to rediscover that part of the commu-
nity that was partially lost when the Cheshire Mills closed 
in 1970.” The playwriting group sought stories that bound 
the community together, and the play was based on memo-
ries and interviews with residents about the mill, town, and 
social history. Jeannie was part of the writing and perform-
ing, as well, though being on stage pushed her past her area 
of comfort. The play performed for full houses in 2001, 
and the video of it will be shown at the sesquicentennial 
in 2022. It was a high point for so many people in town, 
and it impressed Jeannie with the incredible effects of this 
collaboration.

During the early 2000s, Jeannie had several other 
involvements in town. For her, the spirit of Future Search 
evoked a sense of community. She served for several years 
as the deputy town clerk, was briefly a member of the 
planning board, and was a delegate to the State Democratic 
Convention for a few years. Jeannie says that finding civic 
engagement in Harrisville’s participatory democracy spoke 
to her, and she felt she had a role to play as a member of 
the community.

Harrisville is instilled with the history of the mills, 
which Jeannie learned and loved. She was asked to join 
the Historic Harrisville board as recording secretary and 

acted as a valued board member for 20 years. During this 
time, she was vice-chair and chair of the HHI board. Chick 
Colony respected her skill at this, saying she had no pro-
gram of her own but was very principled in guiding the 
HHI board’s vision in a period of growth. Jeannie has the 
greatest respect for the concerted effort of HHI to preserve 
the mill village for posterity, while also keeping it a work-
ing and livable community. She was a diligent worker with 
a group that worked weekly on the HHI archives. She even 
served as leader when Karen Tolman had to step down 
to take care of her mother. According to Anne Howe, a 
dedicated researcher, Jeannie made sure everyone enjoyed 
themself while working at the archives and encouraged 
them to eat the cookies she baked.

During her time on the HHI board, Jeannie was able to 
encourage a proposal from Deirdre Oliver to establish com-
munity gardens in Harrisville on Johnny Johnson’s field, 
land owned by HHI. This was Deirdre’s final project for 
her Master Gardener designation. Successfully created in 
2009, these gardens have yielded vast amounts of produce. 
A community of gardeners has created camaraderie while 
working the soil, getting dirt under their fingernails, and 

sharing veggies, flowers, stories, and meals.  When Jeannie 
and Roger moved to a new apartment in Eagle Hall, she 
took a plot in the community gardens. Her gardening skills 
and hard work made her plot highly productive and lovely. 
This achievement was ratified by deer that frequently 
jumped the fence; Jeannie’s plot was always the first they 
grazed to the ground. She also transformed the bank outside 
her apartment by planting bulbs and flowers along it. Her 
purple crocuses were always the first to bloom and they 
brought smiles to everyone going to the post office.

Jeannie Eastman is fascinated with history, architec-
ture, the natural world, and people. She wrote many articles 
for Common Threads, all superbly researched, and encour-
aged nascent writers to follow the pull of writing. She 
was grateful when gifted writers, such as her close friend 
Rebecca Upjohn Snyder, joined the Common Threads staff. 
Rebecca has become an award-winning Canadian author 

of children’s books, publishing four sensitive and heart-
warming books since 2007.

We on the Common Threads staff perhaps feel that 
Jeannie was our personal guide, with her gentle, thought-
ful, and insightful advice about articles and policies. It 
would not be surprising if several other organizations and 
individuals in Harrisville felt the same charmed connec-
tion. Jeannie Eastman, in one magical decision to attend 
Future Search in 1998, brought tact, thoughtfulness, and 
an enhanced sense of community to Harrisville. We wish 
she hadn’t moved away, but Peterborough really isn’t far 
and she will visit. We just send our very warmest thanks 
for all she is and did.

Sherry Sims, with thanks to Deb Abbott, Kathy Bollerud, 
Chick Colony, Jeannie Eastman, Anne Howe, Dee Oliver, 
Rebecca Upjohn Snyder, Lida Stinchfield, and M’Lue Zahner

Harrisville Inn
Bed and Breakfast

Owner:  Maria Coviello
HarrisvilleInn.com 
797 Chesham Road, Harrisville, NH | 603–827-3163 

An idyllic country getaway  
full of romance and charm.

Roger and Jeannie Eastman, stalwarts of the community.
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2021 Harrisville Summer Swim Program for All Ages and Abilities
Register Now! A Familiar Face Returns to Teach the Lessons.
June 28-July 2 and then July 5-July 9  

Harrisville residents have another year of swim lessons 
ahead of them, making our residents safer and more 

confident swimmers. We are fortunate to have so much 
water in town to keep us cool in the summer, but it also 
highlights the importance of the knowledge of swimming. 
Regardless of your age, there is a swimming class for 
you—from the standard levels for kids to a specialized 
class for adults and older teens wanting to learn or just 
improve upon their strokes. These lessons are taught by the 
experienced instructor Kyle Anderson of Harrisville.

 Kyle is an example of a Harrisville swimmer who 
learned and grew through the Harrisville swim program 
along with his sister, Bonnie. They both went on to swim 
competitively for KHS. Kyle continued his love for swim-
ming by teaching Boy Scouts how to swim. He has taken 
multiple lifeguard courses and looks forward to teaching the 
kids of Harrisville just as he was taught many years ago.  

 You can pick up registration and informational forms 
at the town hall. A parent or guardian of the swimmer 
must stay on the beach while the child is participating in 
the lessons and is responsible for watching their swim-

mer during the swim instruction period. For further ques-
tions, please contact Kyle Anderson. kylebud12@me.com 
or Kyle1.anderson@famu.edu, 603-831-9989.

Kyle Anderson teaching the town children. 
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Concerts Moved to an Indoor Space in Harrisville
In our attempt to do the right thing and obtain insurance 

for our outdoor concert series at Deb’s, we have only 
just heard bad news. Deb’s homeowners insurance will be 
dropped if she has any indoor or outdoor concerts/events. 
Her agency has tried many other options with the same 
results. Deb went from panic, shock, and disbelief to actu-
ally realizing that we do not have to cancel the entire sum-
mer series, but we can relocate it. Here is the good news:

We will be hosting the series in the Spinning Room in 
the Granite Mill, 71 Main Street, in our very picturesque, 
historic downtown Harrisville. It is a 150-seat room. Our 
concerts will never have more than 70 ticket holders. 
Masks, at least until seated, and socially distanced seating 
as needed so that all are comfortable, will happen. The 
room is basically wall-to-wall windows on three sides and 
the windows will be open. This is a beautifully renovated 
room in a historic building that has been used for concerts, 
plays, and meetings. It has everything we need. While we 
are disappointed that we cannot be outdoors, this seemed 
the next best thing to cancelling and missing out on once 
again enjoying live music. We hope you will agree.

What to bring: Food and light beverages, no glass. We 
will provide chairs, but if you would like, for your own 
comfort, you can bring your own chairs. Chairs can be situ-
ated by you for your group.

Parking: Please use the upper and lower lots. We will have 
parkers to guide you.

Guests may enter through the tower door. Follow our 
PFM signs to the Spinning Room. For folks parking in the 
lower lot, there is an elevator in the lower section of the 
building for handicap access. 
 

Harrisville Mermaids Update
By land or by sea, these ladies like to keep active. When 

swimming season ended last fall, the Harrisville 
Mermaids adjusted and gathered for some hiking adven-
tures. We wanted to stay safe and sane during another win-
ter of COVID isolation. We took 
a longer excursion on Monday 
afternoons, along with daily 
morning walks when it wasn’t 
too icy. Snow-shoeing and cross-
country skiing outings happened 
as well. It was wonderful to dis-
cover many nearby trails, with 
folks taking turns sharing their 
special exploration sites.

We would often count down 
the months, weeks, and days 
until we expected to be swim-
ming again. This spring, we 
broke a new record for the earliest group swim. We 
swam, not just dipped in, on Friday afternoon May 21, 
after a week of high day temps. During the early part of 
our swim season, we find times that suit our schedules, 
comfort levels, and weather conditions. When air and 

water temps are a little warmer, we will resume our early 
morning swims. We primarily meet at Sunset Beach, but 
later in the summer, we swim at Silver Lake once a week. 
With 85 ladies on our roster, there are plenty of possible 
swimming buddies, so one doesn’t have to swim alone. 

The ice-out plunge is orga-
nized by Kim Bylancik. It is for 
anyone, not just mermaids, who 
dares to plunge into Harrisville 
Pond on the weekend that the ice 
is completely melted. Several 
mermaids have participated over 
the years.  

We even have a Mermaid 
Song that keeps getting longer. 
We now have six verses that 
highlight all of our activities: 
swimming, singing, network-
ing, feasting, traveling, and hik-

ing. If you would like to be part of our swimming or 
hiking adventures, please email Mary Armstrong, at mary.
armstrong.mail4you@myfairpoint.net. She is the keeper of 
the roster.

Mary Armstong and Beth Healy

Church News
Your Community Church has spent the last year staying in touch with our 

greater community and finding ways to serve all of you. We have collected 
and distributed food, assisted in finding housing, helped folks with heat and 
transportation. 
 You have given generously to our Community Care Fund to help facilitate 
our activities and we thank you all. It is what makes Harrisville so very special.
 The Community Church is scheduled to begin in-person outdoor worship ser-
vices every other Sunday as the bugs and weather will allow. Our next outdoor service 
is scheduled for June 12 at 9:00 a.m. in front of the brick church at 13 Canal Street. As 
the summer continues, we may move indoors for weekly services; stay tuned by join-
ing our Facebook page @CCHCNH for the latest updates. Worship services are avail-
able each and every Sunday via Zoom; please contact Pastor Traceymay Kalvaitis for 
the Zoom link at traceymaykalvaitis@gmail.com or look for it on our Facebook page.

FROM CCHC  
Missions Committee
The Community Church of 
Harrisville and Chesham supports 
many groups throughout the world 
through our Missions Committee. 
We would like to highlight one of 
the organizations that we support. 
Lina Hervas writes: Balikatan ng 
Mga Kristiyano, Inc., is a group of 
alumni/ae of IVCF (Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship) who were 
mentored in their Christian faith 
by IVCF Philippines. We now live 
in the United States and Canada 
and support IVCF Philippines to 
fulfill Christ’s Great Commission 
to share God’s love on campuses in 
the Philippines. We provide prayer, 
financial, and other forms of sup-
port to IVCF Philippines and work 
to create a sustainable resource base 
for them. We also foster fellowship 
among each other, encouraging each 
other in our Christian witness in 
North America and the world. We 
also support Alumni in Mission, 
IVCF members who are doing mis-
sion work around the world. We 
are very grateful to the Community 
Church of Harrisville and Chesham 
for partnering with us in this work!

Cathy Lovas
 

Summer
To inform, To engage, To inspire

Monadnock
Lyceum

2021

June 27

Richard Lederer 
A Morning of Language and Laughter
Sponsored by RBC Wealth Management

July 4

Hanz Araki
An Introduction to Kinkō Ryū Shakuhachi
Sponsored by Electric Earth Concerts

July 11

Heather Cox Richardson
What Can History Tell Us About the Present?
Sponsored by RiverMead

July 18

Joseph Nye
Do Morals Matter in Foreign Policy?
Sponsored by The Verney Foundation

July 25

Ellen Stofan
Searching for Life Beyond Earth:  
Moving from Science Fiction to Science Fact
Sponsored by McAuliffe-Shepard Discovery Center

August 1

Paula Stone Williams
What I’ve Learned about Gender Inequity  
and What We Can Do About It
Sponsored by Putnam Foundation/New Hampshire Charitable Foundation

August 15

Elise Hooper
Writing About Overlooked Women
Sponsored by The Reading Foundation

August 22

Carolyn Finney
The N Word, Nature Revisited:  
Conversations with John Muir and Others
Sponsored by Monadnock Conservancy

n DONATIONS big or small are gratefully accepted. Donate  
online at the website or mail your donation to: monadnock  
summer Lyceum, 25 main street, peterborough nH 03458.

n BROADCAST: recordings are available at  
www.monadnocklyceum.org. programs are rebroadcast at  
4 p.m. on WLmW and Wsmn 1590am the following sunday 
and at 11 a.m. on WUmL 91.5fm the following Wednesday.

Richard Lederer

Elise Hooper

Hanz Araki

Heather Cox Richardson

Ellen Stofan

Paula Stone Williams

Joseph Nye Carolyn Finney

sunday mornings at 11 a.m. 
Join the “waiting room” for music at 10:45

Check the website for the possibility of 
“In Person” programs.

www.monadnocklyceum.org

Streaming Live
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ALL CONCERTS will be held in the  
Spinning Room at the Granite Mill

Seth Glier - early show: 2pm 
Sat., 06/05/21 - 2:00 p.m.

Tickets: $25 

Seth Glier - late show: 5:30pm 
Sat., 06/05/21 - 5:30 p.m.

Tickets: $25 
 

Crys Matthews and Heather Mae 
Sat., 06/19/21 - 4:00 p.m.

Tickets: $22 
 

Mark Erelli 
Sat., 07/10/21 - 4:00 p.m.

Tickets: $25 
 

Patchouli & Terra Guitarra 
Sat., 07/24/21 - 4:00 p.m.

Tickets: $20 
 

Bill Staines 
Sat, 08/14/21 - 4:00 p.m.

Tickets: $25 

Cheryl Wheeler and Kenny White - 2:00 
Sun, 08/22/21 - 2:00 p.m.

Tickets: $45 
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Roots of Harmony
Massage 

& Piano Lessons 

Studio at the Harrisville Inn 
797 Chesham Rd, Harrisville, NH 

Miriam Sharrock 
(603) 827-4477 

rootsofharmony@gmail.com

※

News from the Town Clerk’s Office
Thank you to all those who participated in Town Meeting 

on Saturday, May 22. A special shout out of thanks to 
Dwain Hammett for setting up the best sound system Town 
Meeting has ever had! Now that town elections and Town 
Meeting are complete for 2021, we are looking at getting 
our office back to normal . . . almost.

The state’s Division of Motor Vehicles is still operating 
under emergency restrictions; therefore they are still not sup-
porting evening or weekend hours. Until they do, we cannot 
resume pre-COVID Town Clerk hours. We will continue to 
be open for all business, including all DMV transactions.

Tuesday 11 a.m.–4 p.m.
Thursday 9 a.m.–2 p.m.

We ask that you continue to do your vehicle renewals 
by mail. It helps minimize congestion and exposure in the 
town offices. Anyone needing to register boats, new vehi-
cles, or transferring registrations is welcome to come in. 
We still ask that you wear a mask and bring your own pen.

If our hours don’t work for you, please contact us. We 
may be able to do your transaction through the mail or drop 
off, or we might be able to accommodate off hours.

BOATS
The warm weather is here and we are all anxious to get 
out and enjoy it! Please feel free to come in and register 
your boats. Registrations can be done during our Tuesday/
Thursday hours.

DOGS
The state requires all dogs to be licensed and their rabies 
vaccinations be recorded by April 30 of each year. May is a 

month in which the state 
waives any penalties for 
not doing so. Starting 
in June, there will be a 
$1 penalty per dog, per 
month, that your dog 
is not registered. State 
law also requires us to 
inform the select board 
which dogs have not yet 
registered. To avoid this 
and a friendly visit from 
our new police chief, 
please register your dog 
as soon as possible if 
you have not yet done so.

In addition to our DMV hours on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, the office is open for those needing to register 
their dogs, obtain certificates of marriage, births, or deaths 
or notary services.

Wednesday 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
First Saturday of each month 8-11 a.m.

Lastly, we would like to say we are honored and hum-
bled that we are a part of the workings of this town that 
has been honored as 2020 Citizen(s) of the Year. We could 
not have made it through 2020 and four elections without 
the help, support, and cooperation of all of you. We have 
been in awe of the care, concern, and sacrifices the people 
of Harrisville made for one and other during this year of 
COVID. A special thank-you to the town clerk’s Citizen(s) 
of the Year—ALL the citizens of Harrisville!

 Cathy Lovas, Neil Sandford

Select Board Update

Town Meeting. What an extraordinary Town Meeting 
deliberation this year: meeting outdoors, without masks, 

and on a Saturday morning. See page 2 for the full story. 
Town Volunteers. On the one hand it was a year like 

any other, and then it was decidedly not. Harrisville resi-
dents who volunteer to serve on town boards, committees, 
and commissions bring to bear their commitment, cre-
ativity, and knowledge to an impressive range of projects 
and activities. This year we note their adaptability. The 
work done by these individuals, meeting monthly and on 
some teams more frequently, are described in more detail 
in the Annual Report 2020. Here is just a sampling: 

Cemetery Trustees innovations included new “green 
burial” lots and a Scattering Garden to be installed with 
Adam Drew. Conservation Commission helped update 
the Wetlands Protection Ordinance and collaborated 
with others to install the Harrisville Pond Rain Garden. 
The Historic District Commission updated the rules 
and regulations that guide the construction applica-
tion process. Library Trustees steered library services 
through a series of evolving policies and procedures. The 
Planning Board shaped the Zoning Amendments bal-
lot that included updates aimed at protecting Harrisville 
wetlands, approved in its entirety by the town. And the 
Zoning Board of Adjustment fielded numerous special 
exception requests. 

Interested in teaming with others on municipal projects? 

Can’t decide where to plug in? The Master Plan provides an 
overview of the town’s development plan. The town report 
provides a full listing of our teams. You may find inspiration 
or areas of particular interest in which to join in. If so, con-
tact the select board’s office and let us know.

Finance Coordinator. Thank you, Amy Roberts, for 
your work in the select board and town clerk offices. We 
wish you well, and congratulations on your engagement!  

Highway Department. Our search is underway 
for candidates who can join the highway road crew. 
Local referrals, local applications welcome—the position 
description and job application are available at the web-
site or from Town Hall.

Tax Office. Tax bills are in the mail and due July 1. 
Thanks to Jeannine Dunne (tax collector), Neil Sandford 
(assistant tax collector), and Lynn Cook (assessor) for 
pulling this enormous project together. 

Memorial Day. Thank you, Rodger Martin, for pull-
ing together the Memorial Day Service this year. Always 
moving and every bit heartfelt. 

Safe summer fun to all at the beach, on the trails, 
on the water, and around and about town. A reminder to 
hikers and cyclists on the roads at night to wear reflective 
clothing. Drivers, be alert to speed limits. Be especially 
mindful where you park—at the boat ramps, at the store 
and post office, and on the roads. Do not block others. 
Lake Host teams will be at select boat ramps checking 
watercraft for invasive species. 

Andrea Hodson, select board

TOWN OF HARRISVILLE NEWS

WITH CHARMING, SPACIOUS AIRBNB

Firewood
Green- cut, split, delivered

Seasoned & dry
Call for price & availability

Jay Jacobs  313-1522

Douglas R. Miller, Landscape Architect 

dmiller@landesignllc.com      www.landesignllc.com 
 (603) 429-1383 

Harrisville, NH 

~ Providing Acres of Ideas for Homes Like Yours ~ 

 
 
 
 
 
  
   Available by the day or week year round.

2 Bedrooms+ sleeps at least 6.
Contact: Charles Sorenson

csorenson@comcast.net                        603-827-3048

Comfortable Cottage on Chesham Pond

603-289-5927
broadforkco@gmail.com

Harrisville, NH
Owner / Operator: John Sandri

Landscaping & Tree Services

DON’T FORGET  
TO REGISTER ME!
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www.davidoneilconstruction.com

Septic 
&  

Excavation

Excavation • House & Barn Jacking • Site Work • Drainage
Driveways • Underground Utilities • Snow Plowing

CONSTRUCTION, LLC
EXCAVATION CONTRACTOR

MARLBOROUGH, NH
603-876-9000

Police Report
Thank you to all who have personally wished me a warm 

welcome to Harrisville. I am looking forward to meet-
ing more of you as we progress through the busier summer 
months. 

In this edition of Common Threads, I’d like to share a few 
Summer Safety Tips . . .

One of the best ways to stay safe this summer is to wear a 
helmet and other safety gear when biking, skating, and skate-
boarding and riding scooters, all-terrain vehicles, and horses. 
Studies on bicycle helmets have shown they can reduce the 
risk of head injury by as much as 85 percent. 

Rules of the Road: 
•  When walking or jogging with others on the roadway, 

walk/run in single file.
• Utilize sidewalks where available and practical.  
• Always walk/jog facing traffic.  
• Use caution when crossing streets and at intersections.

For emergencies dial 911. For nonemergency police business 
call 827-2903. You may also call Cheshire County Sheriff’s 
Dispatch Center at 355-2000. 

Stay safe and enjoy the Harrisville summer!
Chief Mike T. Tollett

Town Spring Is Open for Use
The spring on Skatutakee Road is open, and it seems to 

be flowing well. This may change if we continue to have 
drought conditions this summer as in the past when the water 
flow almost stopped. Check the town website for updates.  

 The water has been tested with typical results: The first 
two tests came back negative for bacteria. Just a reminder, 
the town does not guarantee the water quality. It’s posted 
“use at own risk.” During the summer and early fall, the 
spring will be tested monthly.

 Ticks seem to be more abundant this year, especially 
the larger, American dog tick. There is a tick poster at 
Town Hall and one on the kiosk at the spring with illus-
trations and descriptions of the two main ticks in New 
Hampshire: the American dog tick and the smaller, black-
legged “deer” tick. While both ticks can carry disease, 
the deer tick is the most dangerous to humans. Nymph 
and adult female deer ticks are known to transmit Lyme 

disease, human babesiosis, human anaplasmosis, and deer 
tick virus. While the dog tick is known to transmit Rocky 
Mountain spotted fever and tularemia, infections are rare. 
Consider testing if you’ve been bitten by a deer tick. 
Tick season wanes in June and July. Here’s a link to the 
state’s “Tick Bite Facts”—dhhs.nh.gov/dphs/cdcs/lyme/
documents/tickbites.pdf

 COVID news: I’m sure everyone is relieved that our 
daily lives are gradually returning to normal. Let’s hope 
that continues. Recently the CDC approved the three vac-
cines we have for 12- to 15-year-olds. Younger children 
are projected to receive vaccinations in the fall or at the 
end of the year. I support the recommendation of the CDC 
and other healthcare professionals that people get the 
vaccine when it is available to them. Here are the current 
CDC guidelines when you are fully vaccinated: cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html

   David Belknap, Health Officer

The “Shear” Joy of Business as Usual 
The heady scent of lilacs. The babble of 

water heading downstream. The children 
bursting with freedom after school. These are 
the sights, smells, and sounds that embody 
springtime in the center of the village—and 
throughout Harrisville. But as with other 
local businesses, this year’s influx of spring 
energy is especially welcome for the small 
team of dedicated employees at Harrisville 
Design’s retail store. 

“We’re really excited to have customers coming back,” 
said Annmarie Fournier, a knitting specialist who has 
worked in the retail store for almost 10 years. “It’s such a 
beautiful environment to bring family members and dear 
friends. It’s light and bright, we have the windows open, the 
waterfall is running and the fresh air flowing.” 

Quietly operating through the most challenging aspects 
of the pandemic, they have put their “open” flag out at 9 
a.m. every Tuesday through Saturday since late summer 
2020. After the disappointment of cancelling the annual 
workshop series in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the retail staff is especially excited for this year’s upcoming 
2021 season to begin in July. 

To protect the health and safety of the community, staff, 
students, and teachers, Harrisville Designs is offering fewer 

workshops with a limited number of students 
allowed in each class. This means many 
of the already popular knitting and weav-
ing workshops—accommodating beginner to 
advanced skill levels—have sold out. 

However, space remains in some class-
es, including for Harrisville resident Kate 
Kilgus’s Introduction to Rigid Heddle two-
day workshop in September (but only a few, 
so if you’re interested, don’t wait too long to 

sign up!).  
“It’s been a long year for us, just like for everyone else, 

so it’s really nice to feel that hum of normal store activity 
and the anticipation of students returning. The joy of see-
ing people together, after so long apart, and being able to 
physically share their love of everything fiber arts, it just 
adds even more joy to our jobs,” said Fournier with her 
trademark gentle enthusiasm.

Carrying specialty yarns such as Shear, nightshades, 
and daylights, along with their classic Highland and 
Shetland lines, Harrisville Designs retail store is open 9 a.m.- 
5 p.m. each Tuesday through Saturday. 

For information on classes in the 2021 Workshop series, 
which run July through November, visit harrisville.com. 

Sara Parker, HD Retail Store Manager
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29 Church Street • Open Mon- Sat 8-6 Sun 8-4  

Phone 603 827-3138 • Eat In or Take Out 
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Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner-to-go 
29 Church Street • Open Mon- Sat 8-6 Sun 8-4  

Phone 603 827-3138 • Eat In or Take Out 
www.harrisvillegeneralstore.com 

 

 

Open MOnday– Friday 8aM-6pM • Sunday 8aM-4pM

NOW SERVING BEER aNd WINE WHILE YOU DINE. 
Open MOn – Sat 8aM-4pM • ClOSed Sunday

29 ChurCh Street • phOne 603 827-3138 • eat In Or take Out
www.harrISvIllegeneralStOre.COM

Harrisville Recycle Center
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Brown 
House

Bakery 

NOW OPEN Friday, Saturday, Sunday
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  
Breakfast and Lunch

NEW MENU

613 Chesham Rd., Harrisville, NH   •  603-827-3100

Now Is the Time!Now Is the Time!

Community Volunteer Transportation Company
375 Jaffrey Rd., Suite 3, Peterborough, NH 03458 

Toll free 1-877-428-2882 x5

CVTC riders are booking more rides,  
and they need you!

We urgently need volunteers to help provide  
250 to 300 rides a month to help bring people to their  
essential appointments. Please help your community and  
become a volunteer driver today!

Call 603-821-0569, visit cvtc-nh.org,  
or follow us on Facebook.

www.HarrisvilleChildrensCenter.org
(603) 827-3905

  Harrisville Children’s Center
             For children 6 weeks to 6 years

                Where love, knowledge, and respect  
                        come together for the healthy  

                        development of the child.  
                           Located in the heart of  
                               historic Harrisville

                                We welcome visits!
RReessttaauurraanntt  aanndd  BBaarr  ooppeenn  ttoo  tthhee  ppuubblliicc  MMoonnddaayy  aanndd  TThhuurrssddaayy  eevveenniinnggss  

184 Aldworth Manor Road, Harrisville  
 

((660033))  882277--22885544  for reservations  
hhiillllttooppkkiittcchheennnnhh..ccoomm  for menu and additional information  

NON-FICTION
Block, Paper, Chisels: Prints from 
New Hampshire’s Monadnock Region 
by Kim Cunnngham
Life’s Edge: The Search for What It 
Means to Be Alive by Carl Zimmer
Code Breaker: Jennifer Doudna, 
Gene Editing, and the Future of the 
Human Race by Walter Isaacson
Beloved Beasts: Fighting for Life 
in an Age of Extinction by Michelle 
Nijhuis

Keep Sharp: Build a Better Brain at 
Any Age by Sanjay Gupta, MD
Holidays: 35 Festive Family 
Activities to Make the Season Bright  
by Ainsley Arment
Already Toast: Caregiving and 
Burnout in America by Kate 
Washington
Arctic Culture and Climate Edited  
by Amber Lincoln, et al.
In Search of a Kingdom: Francis 
Drake, Elizabeth I, and the Perilous 

Birth of the British Empire 
by Laurence Bergreen
Cosmic Queries: StarTalk’s Guide to 
Who We Are, How We Got Here, and 
Where We’re Going  
by Neil deGrasse Tyson
Under the Sky We Make: How to be a 
Human in a Warming World  
by Kimberly Nicholas, PhD
Rescuing the Planet: Protecting Half 
the Land to Heal the Earth  
by Tony Hiss

THE LIBRARY IS CURRENTLY OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.  
NO APPOINTMENTS ARE NEEDED!
OUR NEW HOURS ARE:
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays from 2 to 6, 
Wednesdays  9-1 AND 4-7, Saturdays 9-1.  

 In order to keep our staff and patrons safe, we ask that you follow 
our protocols at the library.
•  You may return items in the tub inside the entryway (when open) 

or in the book drop.
•  Masks are required (worn over nose and mouth) for all staff and 

patrons to help curb the spread of COVID-19. If you do not have 
your own mask, we can offer you one.

•  The library will limit the number of people in the building to five 
(this includes staff) so do please check with the librarian to see if 
we can accommodate you.

•  Staff and patrons will maintain a distance of six feet from others 
in the library.

•  We encourage patrons to limit time spent in the library to 30 
minutes. As time goes on, we hope that this will change.

•  The public computers and laptop will be available for 20 minutes 
at a time. Due to social distancing requirements, staff will be able 
to offer only limited computer help, from a distance!

•  Curbside pickup will still be available if you’d rather not come into 
the library, or if you are unwilling or unable to wear a mask.

•  As always, call 827-2918 or email sweaver@harrisville.lib.nh.us 
•  Or place a request online at: opac.libraryworld.com/opac/signin.php 

Mystery Book Group is the third Thursday of the month at 
7:00 p.m. Our first in-person meeting in over a year was held 
in May, outside. No blackflies were invited to attend. 

Museum Passes VINS (Vermont Institute of Natural Science) 
and Brattleboro Museum and Art Center, please check their 
websites to see details, as in-person restrictions may apply.  

Inter-Library Loan as provided through the NH State Library is 
available. Please expect that it will take a bit longer than before 
to receive items due to the need to quarantine them at both the 
lending library and the receiving library. Please email me your 
requests and keep in mind that if a book/DVD, etc., has just been 
published/released, we will not be able to get it for you. Most 
libraries do not lend out items until they have had them for at 
least 3-4 months.

Storytime for kids with Kris Finnegan can be found weekly 
on our Facebook page: facebook.com/HarrisvillePublicLibrary 

Library News Becoming Wild: How Animal Cultures 
Raise Families, Create Beauty, and 
Achieve Peace by Carl Safina
A Most Remarkable Creature: The 
Hidden Life and Epic Journey of the 
World’s Smartest Birds of Prey  
by Jonathan Meiburg
Bee People and the Bugs They Love  
by Frank Mortimer
Around the World in 80 Plants  
by Jonathan Drori

FICTION
Brood by Jackie Polzin
Miss Benson’s Beetle by Rachel Joyce
Big Summer by Jennifer Weiner
Among the Shadows  
by Bruce Robert Coffin
Beyond the Truth  
by Bruce Robert Coffin
Beneath the Depths  
by Bruce Robert Coffin
The Rose Code by Kate Quinn
Who Is Maude Dixon?  
by Alexandra Andrews
The Seed Keeper by Diane Wilson
Goods Eggs by Rebecca Hardiman
Postscript Murders by Elly Griffiths
Too Good to Be True  
by Carola Lovering
Transient Desires by Donna Leon
Sunflower Sisters by Martha Hall Kelly
The Performance by Claire Thomas
Even As We Breathe  
by Annette Saunooke Clapsaddle
The Bounty  
by Janet Evanovich and Steve Hamilton
The Women of Chateau Lafayette  
by Stephanie Dray
A Million Reasons Why  
by Jessica Strawser
The Consequences of Fear  
by Jacqueline Winspear
The Nine Lives of Rose Napolitano  
by Donna Freitas

Caul Baby by Morgan Jerkins
The Last Exiles by Ann Shin
Edie Richter Is Not Alone  
by Rebecca Handler
Hummingbird Salamander  
by Jeff VanderMeer
Libertie by Kaitlyn Greenidge
The Night Always Comes  
by Willie Vlautin
The Phone Booth at the Edge of the 
World by Laura Imai Messina
Leonora in the Morning Light  
by Michaela Carter
Maxwell’s Demon by Steven Hall
Winterkill by Ragnar Jonasson
The Red Right Hand  
by Joel Townsley Rogers
Ocean Prey by John Sandford
What Comes After by Joanne Tompkins
Antiquities by Cynthia Ozick

Deacon King Kong by James McBride
Call It Horses by Jessie van Eerden

DVDS
First Cow
News of the World

Downloadable books/magazines: If 
you don’t have a barcode to use with 
the NH Downloadable Books (http://
nh.lib.overdrive.com), email the library 
and get signed up. For additional 
information/help with troubleshooting 
go to the NH Downloadable Books 
blog: nhdbooks.blogspot.com/
OPAC (Online Public Access Catalog) 
opac.libraryworld.com/opac/signin.php
Enter: Harrisville (no password needed).
Harrisville Public Library blog: 
harrisvillepubliclibrary.blogspot.com/
Harrisville Public Library 
on Facebook facebook.com/
HarrisvillePublicLibrary

Online NH Newspapers: We have 
access to online New Hampshire 
newspapers through NewsBank. You 
can access this from home using your 
HPL Library card. You will need to use 
the full eight digits of your card. For 
example, if your card number is #1, 
you will need to type in 20000001 to 
log in, #345 would type in: 20000345.
To access it, click: https://infoweb.
newsbank.com/apps/news/user/
librarycard/HarrisvillePublic?destinati
on=browse-multi%3Fp%3DNewsBank
%26t%3Dstate%253ANH%2521%252
0New%2520Hampshire%2520News%
2520Papers

To be added to, or removed from, the 
email list, please email: sweaver@
harrisville.lib.nh.us
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Working hard to preserve and sustain  
Harrisville's historic mill village  

since 1971. 
  

www.historicharrisville.org  
 

(603) 827-3722 

Michael Miller
Natural Light Photographer

Harrisville NH 03450

Interpretive 
Portraits

35 mm slide and negative 
copying to digital file 

Photo copying and  
scanning to digital file

  michaelmillerphotographer.com • 603.827.3640

        mzzfrzz@aol.com  Sheila Halvonik, Proprietor
  174 Concord St., Suite 230

At The Strand Building
Peterborough, NH

603-924-2230

Lawn Mowing • Lawn Restoration, Hydroseeding • Tractor Work 
Walkways, Steps, Retaining Walls • Field Mowing • Driveways, 
Grading, Culverts • Brush Cutting, Pruning • Light Tractor Work, 

Backhoe • Tree Work • Loam, Sand & Gravel, Hard Pack

Mike Wilder  •  827-3019  •  Homelnd@aol.com
668 Chesham Road  •  Harrisville, NH 03450

HOME-LAND
LANDSCAPING &

PROPERTY  MAINTENANCE

Harrisville Community Power
As you may already know, the town voted to autho-

rize Harrisville Community Power (HCP) at Town 
Meeting on May 22 of this year. The main benefits for HCP 
rate payers are expected to be:

Year One
•  Electric supply rate less than or equal to Eversource 6.6 

cents/kwh default rate on monthly bill

•  Option to choose a greener (higher renewable energy 
percentage) kwh supply rate of 50% or 75% (Eversource 
default rate is 21% green by law and unlikely to rise by 
more than 3-5% in next 5 years)

Longer-Term Benefits Years 3-7:
•  Town Reserve Fund earmarked to keep supply rates stable 

(built by taking a small fraction of each monthly kwh of 
the total HCP electric load)

•  Opportunity to use Reserve Fund to catalyze local renew-
able energy investments, plus invest in local weatheriza-
tion and in training local businesses to install/maintain 
local renewable energy 

   -  Other reserve fund uses will increase local control of 
electric supply and reduce electric use

The full Harrisville Community Power Electric 
Aggregation Plan (TM 05-22-2021) is included in the 
Annual Report (2020), posted on the website, and available 
at Town Hall.

The select board and Electric Aggregation Committee 
anticipate these next steps over the summer:

1.  Send a copy of the town’s Community Power Plan to 
the Public Utility Commission (PUC) for review and 
approval (per RSA 53-E). 

2.  The PUC will review the plan to determine whether 
it conforms to legislative requirements. The PUC will 
approve it as is, or if it determines the plan does not meet 
any requirements, we will receive notice detailing what 
changes need to be made. 

3.  New legislation introduced this year and not yet passed 
(HB 315) will require similar notice to be sent to the 
Office of the NH Consumer Advocate and to Eversource.

4.  Unless there are PUC issues we need to address, the 
town can move forward to solicit vendor bids to supply 
power and provide services from two NH brokers and 
Community Power Coalition of New Hampshire.

5.  As explained, the select board will hold two public hear-
ings before deciding to contract with (or not to contract 
with) any vendor. 

6.  If we are able to select a vendor that meets our expecta-
tions for service and supply pricing, the town will begin 
the notification process to rate payers, including 30-day 
advance notice with opt-out and opt-in choices.

Notification and keeping you informed about Community 
Power are at the core of this exciting initiative.

Andrea Hodson and Ned Hulbert, Co-Chairs, 
Harrisville Electric Aggregation Committee

YOUTH NEWS

Hello, Harrisville Neighbors!

On behalf of the Harrisville-Wells Memorial School, I 
want to thank Common Threads for the opportunity 

to express our gratitude. The strength, generosity, compas-
sion, flexibility, and trust of our community have provided 
us with resources, all the while celebrating our students, 
families, and school.    

It is a privilege to have collaborated and received sup-
port from the following groups. Each has been instrumental 
in our success. 

Common Threads, Debby Abbott; Harrisville 
Community Fund members; Harrisville Police, Fire, 
Town Office staff, and select board members; Harrisville 
School Board, Erik Anderson, Melody Moschan, Claire 
Gargan; HWMS PTO members; Traceymay Kalvaitis; 
Sara Strube; SAU 29 Administration, Superintendent 
Malay and Assistant Superintendent Dorothy Frazier; 
Cathy Shanahan; and Alison Weber.

I would also like to recognize the HWMS staff mem-
bers for their tireless work and dedication to our school 
community. Their passion and commitment to education 
helped us to achieve great things together. With deep admi-
ration and respect, I thank each of you.

Finally, we aim to give back and support our commu-
nity. We hope that the following information will provide 
you with resources should you need assistance. 

Family Activities:
SAU 29 website (www.sau29.org)—Parent/Family 

Resources—E-Flyer Distribution Program

Food Assistance: 
Keene Community Kitchen, (603) 352-3200
Feeding Tiny Tummies: Food for Families,

(603) 762-5890
Pet Food Pantry, (603) 354-4004

Family & Mental Health Support:
Department of Youth and Family Services

1-800-894-5533
National Alliance on Mental Illness

1-800-950-6264 or text HOME to 741741
Samaritans, 866-457-2910

24-hour state assistance hotline: Dial: 2-1-1

To our students and families, we are grateful for your 
flexibility, open communication, and kind words. It has 
been a pleasure and a privilege to have weathered this 
storm with you. Thank you for your sacrifices to keep our 
community happy, safe, and healthy. We wish you a relax-
ing, fun summer. See you on September 1, 2021!

Wishing you all the best,
Mrs. Kate Shanks, HWMS Principal    

2020-2021 Graduates
Wells Memorial School

Sage Adams
Gemma Drew
Tristan Gargan

Sam Merry
Negev Moon

Kailynn Schneider
Christiaan Strube
Ryker Washburn

Keene Middle School
Kasch Driscoll
Gabriel Hobbs

Noah Von Dette

Keene High School
Jo Pancake

Holton Taylor

Mountain Shadows, Dublin
Camila Morris

Virtual Learning Academy  
Charter School of New Hampshire

Nolan Reilly
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Writers –  Sherry Sims, Rebecca Upjohn Snyder, Margie Ward, 
Susan Childress

Circulation & Mailing –  Charlotte Chamberlain, Carol Jost 
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Ad rAtes:                              1 time    3 times    6 times

Business card (31⁄2" w x 2" h)   $20       $54          $90 
Common Threads gives ad preference to Harrisville businesses  
and Harrisville residents.

ClAssified Ads: $3.00 for the first 10 words, 25¢ for each  
additional word. 

Common Threads is mailed free to every Harrisville resident and 
to nonresident property owners of improved properties who wish 
to receive it. If you are not a resident or property owner and wish 
to subscribe, please send $12.50 per year to our P.O. Box 164. Past 
issues may be requested, while they last, for $2.00 each.

Common Threads is published bimonthly (Feb., Apr., June, 
Aug., Oct., Dec.). We invite the community to participate with 
news, interesting stories, poems, art, or photos of Harrisville. 
This newsletter is supported by advertisers and by your generous 
donations. THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

DEADLINE for the next issue is 
July 20, 2021

TOWN OF HARRISVILLE:
Celebrating 151 years in 2021  
705 Chesham Rd., Harrisville 03450  •  harrisvillenh.org 
•  SELECT BOARD: Jay Jacobs, Kathy Scott, Andrea Hodson 

AdministrAtive AssistAnt: Mary Ann Noyer 
Office PhOne: 827-3431; Office fAx: 827-2916  
select BOArd meetings: thurs. 7-9 Pm  
excePt Admin meeting On the lAst week Of the mOnth: fri. 9-11 Am 
Office e-mAil: SelectBoard@HarrisvilleNH.org 
Office hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9 Am-3 Pm, Fri. 9 Am-Noon 
tOwn treAsurer: Anne Havill 
dePuty treAsurer: Bonnie Willette

•  TAX COLLECTOR’S OFFICE:   
tAx cOllectOr: Jeannine Dunne  
dePuty tAx cOllectOr: Neil Sandford  
Office PhOne: 827-5546; Office fAx: 827-2917  
emAil: taxcollector@harrisvillenh.org 
Office hrs:  Tues. 1:30-3:30 Pm, Fri. 9-12 Or By APPOintment

•  TOWN CLERK (P.O. Box 284): Cathy Lovas  
dePuty tOwn clerk: Amy Roberts 
Website: townclerk@harrisvillenh.org  
Office PhOne: 827-5546, ext. 2; Office fAx: 827-2917  
Office hrs: Call for current hours.

•  LIBRARY: 827-2918  
directOr: Susan Weaver; children’s liBrAriAn: Kris Finnegan  
liBrAry hOurs: Mon., Tues., Thurs. 2-6. Wed. 9-1, 4-7. Sat. 9-1.

•  RECYCLING CENTER: 827-2920 
mAnAger: Randy Tarr Jr.  
center hrs: Fri. 10 Am-5 Pm, Sat. 8 Am-5 Pm

•  U.S. POST OFFICE: 827-3345  
POstmAster: Jamie Hughes, POstAl clerk: Becky Tedford 
retAil service: M–F 7:45 Am-Noon & 1:30-4:30 Pm; Sat. 8-11:30 Am   
lOBBy & BOx Access: M–F 7:30 Am-5 Pm, Sat. 8 Am-Noon

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

JUNE
  5  Seth Glier concert, Spinning 

Mill, 2:00 p.m. and 5:30 
shows. See p. 9.

12   Outdoor church services,  
9 a.m. See p. 8.

19   Crys Matthews and Heather 
Mae concert, Spinning Mill, 
4:00 p.m. See p. 9.

28–July 2 
     Swimming lessons. See p. 7.

JULY
  5 –9 Swimming lessons.  

See p. 7.

10  Mark Erelli concert, Spinning 
Mill, 4:00 p.m. See p. 9.

24  Patchouli and Terra Guitarra 
concert, Spinning Mill,  
4:00 p.m. See p. 9.

Common Threads  

SENIORS LIVE A FULL LIFE
A�istance to help 

INDEPENDENT LIVING, ASSISTED LIVING, AND MEMORY CARE

Sherry Sims
14 Sun Fish Lane, Harrisville, NH
603-499-2009
www.eastviewflowers.com
Special order or by appointment

Eastview Flowers
Local, organic flowers
Informal bouquets & arrangements
Seasonal: June through September
Events, Subscriptions

A Special Thanks for Donations: 
Mark and Karen Bemis  

HEATHWING HONEY
pure raw honey  

made by bees living in Harrisville, NH
NOW AVAILABLE AT THE HARRISVILLE GENERAL STORE
Deborah Abbott | 603-827-3668 | heathwing45@gmail.com

For the first time in more 
than a year, the library’s 
Mystery Book Club met 
in person, joyously. They 
discussed the first book of 
a wonderful series by Elly 
Griffiths, The Crossing 
Places, which introduced the 
forensic archeologist, Ruth 
Galloway. Set near the site 
of a prehistoric henge on the 
north Norfolk salt marshes, 
an Iron Age body of a young 
girl is discovered and leads to 
danger and intrigue. 
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Foiled Again
The new fence has been 
installed at the community 
garden. This eight-foot 
orchard fence should keep 
out even the most determined 
deer and groundhogs. 
The fence was installed 
by Scanlan Fence which 
is located in Nelson and 
supplied by Wellscroft Fence. 
The Harrisville Community 
Garden received funding 
help from the Harrisville 
Community Fund and 
Historic Harrisville.
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