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Harrisville School District Report 
Officers and Agents of the Harrisville School District 

Moderator     Philip Miner  

Treasurer     Kathryn Miner  

Clerk     Bonnie Willette  

School Board  Erik Anderson, Chair (2021) 
Claire Gargan (2022) 
Melody Moschan (2023) 

NH SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT 29 ADMINISTRATION  

Superintendent of Schools   Robert H. Malay 
Assistant Superintendent   Brian Campbell 
Assistant Superintendent   Dorothy Frazier 
Chief Financial Officer   Timothy Ruehr 
Business Manager   Scott Lazzaro 
Director of Human Resources  Nancy Deutsch  
Director of Student Services   Dr. Richard Matte 
Manager of Technology  Robert Milliken  
 
Compliance Statement 
The Harrisville School District does not discriminate in its educational programs, activities or 
employment practices on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, disability, or age, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated 
youth groups.  

The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination 
policies: Nancy Deutsch, Title IX Coordinator for School Administrative Unit 29, and Director of 
Human Resources, 193 Maple Avenue, Keene, New Hampshire 03431, telephone number (603) 
357-9002 ext. 213.  

Complaints regarding compliance with Rehabilitation Act of 1973 - Section 504 should be 
submitted in writing to Dr. Rick Matte, Director of Student Services, 193 Maple Avenue, Keene, 
New Hampshire 03431, telephone number (603) 357- 9001 ext. 230.  

Robert H. Malay, Superintendent of Schools  

Source: Notice of Non-Discrimination, U.S. Department of Education, Office of Civil Rights (August 
2010); Title IX Resource Guide, U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights, at 6-7 (April 
2015). 
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Vision  
The Harrisville-Wells Memorial School believes in diversity and well-being. We seek to empower 
students to independently solve problems, collaborate and communicate respectfully, take academic 
risks, and to develop a positive growth mindset.  

Mission  
Knowledge and responsibility for today and tomorrow...  

General Overview  
This year, HWMS is focusing on outdoor learning, striving to increase instructional time in our fields, 
forests, and local habitats. Mrs. Swope regularly hosts morning meetings, Science, English Language 
Arts, and Mathematics classes outside. She is striving for 'play-based learning' through collaboration 
with other teachers around the district. Our remote students, taught by Mr. Thomas, are working on 
‘hands-on’ writing. Students use LEGOS, toys, dolls, and family pets to create exciting character 
dialogue, thrilling plot lines, and descriptive setting descriptions. Mrs. Washburn’s class focuses on 
community connections and plans to take walking field trips throughout Harrisville in the spring. 
Students are excited to learn about local geology, evident in the mill buildings, historical gravestones, 
and local architecture. Mrs. Dery's students participated in a letter exchange with students in Havre, 
Montana. The activity reinforced their investigation of cultural perspectives and outdoor adventures 
highlighted in the book, Extra Credit (Andrew Clements, 2009). All HWMS staff members look forward to 
transforming the outdoor instructional areas to enhance our ‘hands-on’ learning experiences.  

All academic instruction is aligned with the Common Core State Standards, and student progress is 
reported on a standards-based report card. HWMS students and staff continue to embrace our norms 
centered around social-emotional development, bullying prevention, child protection, kindness, 
courage, perseverance, and empathy. HWMS continues to implement the Affordable Choice Program, 
which offers reasonable tuition to non-Harrisville resident students.  

Enrollment  
Here’s a look at the percentage breakdown by grade using the October 1, 2020 enrollment:  

Finally, a look at the October 1st enrollment trend from 2011-2020:  
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Source: Power School Student Management System 

 
Staff  
Braatz, Amanda: Student Services/Special  Putnam, Linda: Administrative Assistant  
Education Teacher  Renauld, Caroline: Speech/Language Pathologist  
Bradley, Vincent: Paraprofessional  Robbins, Kevin: Facilities Manager  
Dery, Claudia: Classroom Teacher  Schofield, James: School Psychologist  
Dube, Zachary: School Counselor  Shanks, Kate: Principal/Instructional Coach  
Fedorowicz, Melanie: Art Teacher  Silk, Laura: Food Services  
Gottheimer, Elizabeth: Library/Media Specialist  Strube, Sara: Paraprofessional  
Jarvis, Justin: Physical Education Teacher  Swope, Roshan: Classroom Teacher  
King, Cassandra: Flying Falcons Director  Thomas, John: Classroom Teacher  
Langley, Alanna: Spanish Teacher  Tilton, Carolyn: School Nurse  
Lewis, Jill: Occupational Therapist  Washburn, Kate: Classroom Teacher 

Facility / Maintenance  
Recent facilities projects have enhanced the safety, integrity, and appearance of the school grounds.  
• Each section of the roof soffit was replaced with manufactured materials to maintain its structure 

and appearance.  
• Annual service and a load run inspection were completed on the school emergency generator.  
• The ERV (ventilation) systems have been serviced, ensuring proper airflow in classrooms.  
• The parking lot was sealed and painted.  
• Exterior doors were replaced with new aluminum units.  
• A new elastostatic sprayer was purchased for disinfecting all areas against colds, flu, and viruses. 
• Plexiglass curtains in the Kitchen were purchased and installed for the safety of students and staff.  

Community Support  
PTO: Many of the HWMS Parent Teacher Organization’s annual fundraisers were canceled or postponed 
due to the pandemic. The group intends to continue to support HWMS by providing materials or 
resources to make outdoor class spaces more conducive to environmental education. The PTO is hoping 
to sponsor a Reading Incentive Challenge again this year.  

Harris Center, Hancock, N.H.: The students at Harrisville-Wells Memorial School have been involved in a 
partnership with the Harris Center for Environmental Conservation and Education.  
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• This fall, HWMS teachers embraced outdoor learning. Each staff member, be it a blend of in- person, 
remote learning, or virtual classroom, worked with the Harris Center to provide place- based science 
lessons for all students.  

• In September, Mrs. Swope's class studied earthworms and set up 'wormariums' to observe and 
complete scientific drawings.  

• Mrs. Dery's class investigated pollination by dissecting flowers to discover their parts and observed 
various pinned native bee specimens. Students explored local habitats on school property.  

• Mrs. Washburn and Mr. Thomas' students dove into a study of squirrels. They observed squirrels 
near their school and home and set up feeding experiments to learn what the animals prefer to eat.  

New Hampshire Dance Institute Residency Program: HWMS hopes to host NHDI again. This program 
builds confidence through dancing and commences with a school-wide performance.  

Volunteers: Harrisville-Wells Memorial School greatly appreciates the ongoing support from our 
dedicated volunteers. The staff would also like to thank the Harrisville Community for your support of 
our ‘HWMS Falcon Family’.  

Community Service/Partnerships:  
• Graduate Intern, 2020-2021: Keene State College  
• Student Teacher, 2020: Keene State College  

AIMS WEB TESTING 
** Results for all students who were at the school at the end of the assessment administration** 

 
 

Source: AIMS Web 

Below is a look at how Harrisville students at Keene High School performed in comparison to all 
students at Keene High School that took that SAT.  
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Special Recognitions  
The HWMS staff would like to thank Mrs. Catherine Shanahan for her dedication and devotion to our 
school and community. Mrs. Shanahan's legacy will continue to prevail for decades, both throughout our 
community and in the hearts of our students.  

The HWMS staff would like to thank the Parent Teacher Organization and the local families who assisted 
with purchasing outdoor supplies. The immediate community response allowed for increased time 
outdoors. After rapid mobilization on behalf of the PTO, local families donated approximately a 
thousand dollars to purchase chairs and supplies.  

Finally, the HWMS administration would like to commend our students, families, staff members, and 
town residents for their creative, inspirational, and innovative ideas. Their efforts and ingenuity should 
be celebrated, especially during the global pandemic. We are humbled and grateful for your support and 
kindness.  

COVID-19/REMOTE LEARNING UPDATE  
Last March, the world seemingly came to a grinding halt as the COVID-19 pandemic became an 
unwelcome part of our lives. The global health crisis impacted travel, work, everyday activities, and most 
certainly, education. With little advance notice, the education system needed to shift from a traditional 
instructional model to a remote learning model. No small feat! I am exceptionally proud of our students, 
our families, our educators and staff for rising to the challenge and persevering. It hasn’t been easy, but 
we continue to get through this time together. We have faced (and overcome) challenges and obstacles 
and through it all we have learned lessons that ultimately will make us stronger.  

The Harrisville School District began the 2020-2021 school year with students returning to a blended 
hybrid model on September 10, 2020. Due to an increase in COVID-19 cases statewide, all SAU 29 
schools transitioned to a remote learning model following the Thanksgiving break (beginning November 
30, 2020). Remote learning was extended to January 19, 2021 in all SAU 29 schools as a precautionary 
measure to allow a grace period following potential holiday travel/gatherings that may have impacted 
families and staff members.  

Our educators, support staff and administration have done a phenomenal job implementing our 
comprehensive opening plan as they adjust to this new way of educating our students. Our students 
have been wonderfully adaptive, as children so often are. The support of our families, school board 
members and the community at large has been instrumental to our ability to continue on during these 
unprecedented times.  
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BLIZZARD BAGS  
One silver lining from the pandemic has been the lessons we learned from the quick pivot to remote 
learning in the spring. As a result, SAU 29 schools have established procedures for “Blizzard Bag Days” 
which can be implemented on inclement weather days, eliminating the need to make up that day at the 
end of the school year. As a result of a modification to NH Ed Rules through Executive Orders 
throughout the pandemic, we have the ability and approval to implement this immediately. On days 
that we do cancel in person school, it will be announced and communicated through our messaging 
system that schools will be using their “Blizzard Bag” procedures. “Blizzard Bags” may be in paper form 
or activities in Google Classroom. Our intention is to maintain the safety of our students and staff, while 
also benefiting from the opportunities that offsite instruction has taught us. As in the past, the schools 
will be open as essential staff continue to report on inclement weather days, which will also ensure that 
teaching staff can access technology and materials if necessary. It is important that all students 
participate in learning activities on “Blizzard Bag Days” in order to fulfill the requirements necessary to 
count such days as instructional days in terms of student attendance.  

Kate Shanks    Erik Anderson     Robert H. Malay 
Principal    School Board Chair    Superintendent of Schools 
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Harrisville School District 2020 Treasurer’s Report 
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE SCHOOL WARRANT 
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 New Hampshire     2021  
Department of Revenue Administration           Warrant  
 
Article 01   Reports  
To hear the reports of agents, auditors, committees or officers chosen, and pass any vote relating 
thereto.  

Article 02   Operating Budget  
To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate the amount of $2,187,462 for the support of 
schools, for the payment of salaries for the school district officials and agents, and for the payment for 
the statutory obligations of the district. This article does not include appropriations contained in special 
or individual articles addressed separately. (Majority vote required)  

Article 03   Use of Capital Reserve Funds  
To see if the school district will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $15,000 for building repairs and 
authorize the withdrawal of $15,000 from the Const. Bldg-Grounds Wells Memorial Capital Reserve 
Fund established by the voters of the District at the March 11, 1986 District Meeting for the purpose of 
financing construction or reconstruction of the buildings and grounds at Wells Memorial School created 
for that purpose. Recommendations Required. (Majority vote required) (The School Board recommends 
this article.)  

Article 04  Capital Reserve Fund Transfer  
To see if the school district will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,000 to be added to the 
Const. Bldg-Grounds Wells Memorial Capital Reserve Fund established by the voters of the District at 
the March 11, 1986 District Meeting for the purpose of financing construction or reconstruction of the 
buildings and grounds at Wells Memorial School. This sum to come from June 30 fund balance available 
for transfer on July 1. No amount to be raised from taxation. Recommendations Required. (Majority 
vote required) (The School Board recommends this article.) 

Article 05   Tuition Trust Fund Transfer  
To see if the school district will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $25,000 to be added to the the 
Expendable Trust Out-of-District Tuition Fund established by the voters at the March 7, 2001 District 
Meeting for the purpose of paying future year regular/special education out-of-district tuitions. This sum 
to come from June 30 fund balance available for transfer on July 1. No amount to be raised from 
taxation. Recommendations Required. (Majority vote required) (The School Board recommends this 
article.)  

Article 06 Other Business  
To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.  
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Town of Harrisville  

Zoning Amendments Ballot for Vote on March 9, 2021 
 
NOTE:  New Language is shown as bold italic; language to be deleted is shown as a strikethrough. 
 

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #1 as proposed by the Planning Board for the 
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Article VI by adding a new provision as follows? 
 

6.1.3.  There shall be a minimum distance of fifty (50) feet between any structure and the nearest 
boundary of any public right-of-way.  No structure shall be placed closer than forty (40) feet to the 
side and rear boundaries of the lot.  By Special Exception the following structures may be located no 
less than twenty-five (25) feet from the nearest boundary of any public right-of-way or side and rear 
boundaries of the lot:  patios, gazebos, greenhouses, garages, storage sheds, hot tubs, swimming 
pools, and similar structures. 
 

Explanation:  The purpose of Amendment #1 is to allow flexibility in the placement closer to boundary lines 
of small structures that are not occupied living spaces. 
 

! YES  ! NO 
 
 

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #2 as proposed by the Planning Board for the 
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Articles VI & X by deleting references to Accessory 
Dwelling Units as follows? 
 

To delete Section 6.3, and Section 10.3, both dealing with Accessory Dwelling Units that are 
redundant, since ADU’s are addressed in Article XXIX. 
 

Explanation:  The purpose of Amendment #2 is to remove redundancy in the Ordinance. 
 

! YES  ! NO 
 
 

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #3 as proposed by the Planning Board for the 
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Article XI to correct the District boundary by changing the 
designation of Lot 61-3 to Lot 61-4? 
 

Explanation:  The purpose of Amendment #3 is to correct a clerical error in the Ordinance. 
 

! YES  ! NO 
 
 

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #4 as proposed by the Planning Board for the 
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Article XXVI by changing the term “building” to “structure” 
as follows? 
 

ACCESSORY BUILDING STRUCTURE:  A subordinate building or portion of the main structure or 
building on a lot, the use of which is customarily incidental to that of the main or principal building. 
 

Explanation:  The purpose of Amendment #4 is to better reflect the various categories of built objects that can 
be accessory to a primary building 
 

! YES  ! NO 
 
 

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #5 as proposed by the Planning Board for the 
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Article XII by updating the Wetlands Protection District 
Ordinance? 
 

Explanation:  The purpose of Amendment #5 is to update Article XII by establishing buffer zones 
around wetlands to reflect current science of wetland functions and values. 
 

! YES  ! NO 
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Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #6 as proposed by the Planning Board for the 
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Article XXVII by removing the redundant Section 12.5.3 
relating to watercourses from the Wetlands Ordinance and placing them in the Floodplain 
Management Ordinance? 
 
Explanation:  The purpose of Amendment #6 is to place the watercourse/riverine provisions that 
are currently located in the Wetlands Protection Ordinance in the Floodplain Management 
Ordinance where they are more appropriately located. 
 

! YES  ! NO 
 

 

Complete Text of Zoning Amendments for Ballot Vote, 2021 
NOTE: New Language is shown as bold italic; language to be deleted is shown as a strikethrough. 

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #1 as proposed by the Planning Board for the 
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Article VI by adding a new provision as follows? 
6.1.3. There shall be a minimum distance of fifty (50) feet between any structure and the nearest 
boundary of any public right-of-way. No structure shall be placed closer than forty (40) feet to the 
side and rear boundaries of the lot. By Special Exception the following structures may be located no 
less than twenty-five (25) feet from the nearest boundary of any public right-of-way or side and rear 
boundaries of the lot: patios, gazebos, greenhouses, garages, storage sheds, hot tubs, swimming 
pools, and similar structures.  
Explanation: The purpose of this amendment is to allow flexibility in the placement closer to boundary lines of 
small structures that are not occupied living spaces. 

 

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #2 as proposed by the Planning Board for the 
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Articles VI & X by deleting references to Accessory 
Dwelling Units as follows? 
Delete Section 6.3, and Section 10.3, both dealing with Accessory Dwelling Units that are redundant, 
since ADU’s are addressed in Article XXIX.  
Explanation: The purpose of this amendment is to remove redundancy in the ordinance.

 

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #3 as proposed by the Planning Board for the 
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Article XI to correct the District boundary by changing the 
designation of Lot 61-3 to Lot 61-4? 
Correct the District boundary by changing the designation of Lot 61-3 to Lot 61-4.  
 

Explanation: The purpose of this amendment is to correct a clerical error.
 

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #4 as proposed by the Planning Board for the 
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Article XXVI by changing the term “building” to “structure” 
as follows? 
ACCESSORY BUILDING STRUCTURE: A subordinate building or portion of the main structure or 
building on a lot, the use of which is customarily incidental to that of the main or principal building.  
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Explanation: The purpose of this amendment is to better reflect the various categories of built objects that can 
be accessory to a primary building. 

 

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #5 as proposed by the Planning Board for the 
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Article XII by updating the Wetlands Protection District 
Ordinance? 
ARTICLE XII WETLANDS CONSERVATION OVERLAY DISTRICT  

12.1. AUTHORITY. By the authority granted in N.H. RSA 674:16-17 and 674:20-21, and in the interest 
of public health, safety and general welfare, the Harrisville Wetlands Conservation Overlay District 
(hereinafter known as “the District”) is hereby enacted.  
 

Explanation: The purpose of Amendment #5 is to update Article XII by establishing buffer zones around 
wetlands to reflect current science of wetland functions and values. 

12.1.1. Compliance with this ordinance does not relieve any property owner from complying 
with applicable state regulations regarding wetlands. A Wetlands Permit from the NHDES 
Wetlands Bureau is required for excavating, removing, filling, dredging or constructing 
structures within state jurisdictional areas, including wetlands and surface waters, pursuant to 
RSA 482-486 and DES Env-Wt 100-900. 

Explanation: Added 12.1.1 to inform of the need to also seek approval from DES if necessary, and to add 
references to the specific statutes and DES rules. 
 
12.2. PURPOSE. The District is hereby enacted for the following purposes:  

12.2.1. To regulate the uses of lands subject to standing water or extended periods of high-water 
table.  
12.2.2. To control the development of structures and land uses on naturally occurring wetlands 
that would contribute to the pollution of surface and groundwater.  
12.2.3. To prevent the destruction of natural wetlands, which provide flood protection, 
groundwater recharge, pollution abatement, and the augmentation of stream flow during dry 
periods, and which are important for such other reasons as those cited in RSA 482- A:1.  
12.2.4. To prevent unnecessary or excessive expenses to the town and to provide and maintain 
essential services and utilities, which arise because of unwise use of wetlands.  
12.2.5. To allow those uses that can be appropriately and safely located within wetlands areas 
and which do not adversely impact water resource supplies.  
12.2.6. To preserve and enhance the values associated with wetlands of this Town, including 
noteworthiness, uniqueness/heritage, and scenic quality.  
12.2.7. To provide a buffer around the wetland in order to protect the essential functions of 
wetlands which are: ecological integrity; aquatic habitat; flood storage; groundwater 
recharge/discharge; nutrient removal; sediment stabilization; wildlife habitat; nutrient 
reduction; and sediment retention/trapping.  

Explanation: Added 12.2.6 and 12.2.7 to include protection of the functions and values of wetlands as a 
purpose for the ordinance. 

12.3. DEFINITIONS  
12.3.1. Bog. A bog is a non-forested or open wetland that is not dominated by trees, although 
they may be distinguished by stunted evergreen trees and shrubs, peat deposits, poor drainage, 
and/or highly acidic soil. They have water at or near the surface at least part of the year, and 
may have a more or less distinct border defined by the surrounding forest.  
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12.3.2. Buffer. The protected uplands adjacent to wetlands and vernal pools.  
12.3.3. Vernal Pool. A body of water, typically seasonal, that provides breeding habitat for 
certain amphibians and invertebrates, as well as a wide variety of other wildlife species, but it 
does not support fish population. It is a small, seasonal wetland that lacks an inlet and outlet 
and during the dry seasons may only be recognizable as an isolated depression in the forest 
floor.  
12.3.4. Wetland. Pursuant to RSA 482-A:2, X, an area that, either through surface water or 
ground water, is wet enough and wet for a long enough period of time, to support a 
predominance of vegetation that grows in saturated soil conditions. Wetland soils usually have 
developed special characteristics, and have water at or near the surface. In order for an area to 
be deemed at wetland, all three of the following must be present:  

 
• Hydric soils – soils that are saturated or flooded during the growing season sufficient to 

produce anaerobic conditions in the upper soil layers.  
• Hydrophytic vegetation – greater than 50% of the vegetation present is adapted for life in 

saturated soil conditions.  
• Hydrology – Evidence exists that demonstrates the soils in the area are inundated with 

water either permanently or periodically at some time during the growing season.  
  
Examples of wetlands include, but are not limited to: swamps, bogs, marshes, forested 
wetlands, wet meadows and vernal pools.  

 
Explanation: The Wetland definition incorporates the current Army Corps of Engineers definition of 
wetlands, which is the standard used now, instead of using poorly-drained and very poorly drained soils. 
 

12.3.5. Forested wetlands are dominated (or potentially dominated) by trees taller than 20 feet. 
Forested wetlands vary widely in their characteristics, often have relatively little water directly 
at the surface, and have indistinct borders. They may require considerable expertise to identify.  

12.4. DISTRICT BOUNDARIES. The District consists of:  
12.4.1. Wetlands of any size.  
12.4.2. A buffer area extending out 100 feet from the wetland edge.  
12.4.3. Public waters as defined by RSA 483-B are exempt from the 
provisions of this ordinance. Wetlands that occur outside of the 
mean high-water level of public water are subject to the provisions of this ordinance.  

Explanation: Amended District Boundaries to base the district on wetlands as defined, rather than on a map, 
and including a 100-foot buffer around the wetlands.  

12.5. GENERAL PROVISIONS.  
12.5.1. Boundary Delineation: Boundaries of the Wetlands Conservation Overlay District are to 
be delineated on any lot that is the subject of subdivision or site plan; and for any driveway or 
building permit application for any development that may be within 100 feet of a wetland.  
 

Explanation: Added 12.5.1 that requires wetlands to be delineated before approvals are granted for all 
work. 
12.5.2. Boundary Disputes: In the event that the Select Board or Conservation Commission 
question the validity of the boundaries of a wetland area on a specific parcel of land, or upon 
the written petition of any abutter, the applicant may be required to engage the services of a 
certified wetland or soil scientist to determine the exact location of the District.  
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Explanation: Amended 12.5.2 to remove the requirement to have the Planning Board be the arbiter of 
boundary disputes. 
12.5.3. Lot size determination: Wetlands may be used to fulfill twenty-five (25%) percent of the 
minimum lot size required by Town ordinances and subdivision regulations, provided that the 
non-wetland area is sufficient in size and configuration to adequately accommodate all required 
utilities such as sewage disposal and water supply, including primary and auxiliary leach field 
locations.  

12.6. SPECIAL PROVISIONS.  
12.6.1. There shall be a 100-foot buffer around all wetlands greater than 3,000 square feet and 
vernal pools of any size, with no alteration of natural vegetation allowed, except as otherwise 
permitted in this ordinance.  
12.6.2. There shall be a 25-foot no-build buffer around all wetlands of 3,000 square feet or less, 
with no alteration of natural vegetation, no habitable buildings and no permanent foundations.  

Explanation: Added 12.6 as a new section that specifies a buffer and a setback around certain size wetlands. 

12.7. PERMITTED & RESTRICTED USES.  
 

Explanation: Added 12.7 as a new section that incorporates provisions from the existing ordinance for 
permitted uses in poorly drained and very poorly drained soils. 

12.7.1. The uses listed below are consistent with the protection of wetland functions and values.  
a. Agriculture, including grazing, hay production, truck gardening and silage 
production, provided that such use is shown not to cause significant increase in surface 
or groundwater contamination by pesticides or other toxic or hazardous substances, 
and that such use will not cause or contribute to soil erosion.  
b. Forestry and tree farming to include the construction of access roads for said purpose.  
c. Wildlife habitat development and management.  
d. Recreational uses consistent with Section 12.2 of this article.  
e. Conservation areas and nature trails.  
f. Water impoundment and the construction of well water supplies.  
g. Drainage ways to include streams, creeks, or other paths of normal runoff water and 
common agricultural land drainage.  

12.7.2. The following uses may be allowed, provided they do not involve the recontouring or 
grading of the land, filling, dredging, or draining the wetland, change the flow of water, result 
in any pollution, or substantial clearing of vegetation:  

12.7.2.1. The construction or reconstruction of unpaved walkways, fencing, stone 
walls, and stacks of cordwood, provided they do not create a barrier to wildlife 
movement.  
12.7.2.2. WATERCOURSES (part of Floodplain Management Ordinance of the Town 
of Harrisville, adopted March 2006)  

Explanation: 12.7.2.2 will be deleted from this ordinance and replaced in the Floodplain Management 
Ordinance. There will be a separate ballot article to place this language into the Floodplain Ordinance. 

12.8. PERMITTED USES BETWEEN 50 AND 100 FEET FROM THE WETLAND EDGE, 
EXCLUDING VERNAL POOLS.  

12.8.1. Pathways, decks, gazebos, pergolas, sheds, patios, or similar constructions, provided no 
more than 20% of the area is impacted and no permanent foundations are involved. Pre- 
existing lawns and structures shall be included in the 20% area calculation.  
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12.8.2. Planting of native trees, shrubs and ground covers.  
 

Explanation: Added 12.8 as a new section to allow certain uses/activities to occur between 50 and 100 
feet from the wetland edge. 

12.9. SPECIAL EXCEPTION USES. Upon application to the Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA), a 
special exception may be granted for the following:  
 

Explanation: Section 12.9 combines the existing Conditional Use permits and special exception permit uses 
into one section, so that there is only one process for those uses that are deemed to require additional review. 

12.9.1. Accessory structures associated with legally preexisting primary structures if it can be 
demonstrated that no practical alternative exists elsewhere on the lot.  
12.9.2. Footbridges, catwalks and wharves, however provided that said structures are 
constructed with non-toxic material on posts or pilings that do not obstruct the flow of water; 
and the natural contour of the wetland is preserved.  
12.9.3. The construction of roads and other access ways, and for pipelines, power lines, and 
other transmission lines, provided that all of the following conditions are found to exist: 

12.9.3.1. The proposed construction is essential to the productive use of land not within 
the District.  
12.9.3.2. Design and construction methods will have a minimal detrimental impact upon 
the District and will include restoration of the site as nearly as possible to its original 
grade and condition.  
12.9.3.3. No alternative route, which does not cross the District or has less detrimental 
impact on the wetland, is feasible.  
12.9.3.4. Economic advantage alone is not reason for the proposed construction.  
12.9.3.5. The ZBA may require the applicant to submit an environmental impact 
assessment to evaluate an application made under this section. The cost of this 
assessment shall be borne by the applicant. The ZBA may also assess the applicant 
reasonable fees to cover the cost of other special investigative studies and for the review 
of documents required by particular applications.  

12.9.4. Development on vacant nonconforming lots provided that all of the following conditions 
are found to exist:  

12.9.4.1. The lot upon which an exception is sought was an official lot of record, as 
recorded in the Cheshire County Registry of Deeds, prior to the date on which this 
amendment was posted and published in the Town  
 
12.9.4.2. The use for which the exception is sought cannot feasibly be carried out on a 
portion or portions of the lot, which are outside the wetlands conservation district.  
12.9.4.3. Because of the provisions of the District, no reasonable and economically viable 
use of the lot can be made without the exception.  
12.9.4.4. The design and construction of the proposed use will, to the extent practical, be 
consistent with the purpose and intent of this article.  
12.9.4.5. The proposed use will not create a hazard to individual or public health, safety 
and welfare, due to the loss of wetland, the contamination of groundwater, or other 
reason.  
12.9.4.6. The ZBA shall themselves, or upon petition from the Select Board, conservation 
commission or abutters, hire a qualified consultant or consultants to prepare such studies 
as are necessary to determine whether the conditions set forth above have been met. The 
cost of such studies shall be borne by the applicant.  
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12.9.5. EXEMPTION FOR RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES.   
Construction of additions and extensions to pre-existing one and two-family dwellings within 
the wetlands district may be permitted provided that:  

12.9.5.1. The dwelling lawfully existed prior to the effective date of this article;  
12.9.5.2. It can be demonstrated that no practical alternative exists elsewhere on the lot;  
12.9.5.3. Proposed construction footprints within the wetlands district minimize impacts 
on wetlands natural function (e.g., building on piers rather than foundations so that 
groundwater flows are uninterrupted); and  
12.9.5.4. The proposed construction complies with all applicable provisions of Article V, 
5.3 (Non-conforming Structures) and Article XX, 20.1.2 (Special Exception Uses).  

Explanation: Added 12.9.5.3 and 12.9.5.4 to existing exemption provisions.
 

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #6 as proposed by the Planning Board for the 
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Article XXVII by removing the redundant Section 12.5.3 
relating to watercourses from the Wetlands Ordinance and placing them in Floodplain Management 
Ordinance? 

12.5.3. WATERCOURSES (part of Floodplain Management Ordinance of the Town of Harrisville, 
adopted March 2006)  

12.5.3.1. In riverine situations, prior to the alteration or relocation of a watercourse the applicant 
for such authorization shall notify the Wetlands Bureau of the New Hampshire Department of 
Environmental Services and submit copies of such notification to the Building Inspector, in 
addition to the copies required by the RSA 482-A: 3. Further, the applicant shall be required to 
submit copies of said notification to those adjacent communities as determined by the Building 
Inspector, including notice of all scheduled hearings before the Wetlands Bureau.  
The applicant shall submit to the Building Inspector certification provided by a registered 
professional engineer assuring that the flood carrying capacity of an altered or relocated 
watercourse can and will be maintained.  
The Building Inspector shall obtain, review, and reasonably utilize any floodway data available 
from Federal, State, or other sources as criteria for requiring that all development located in 
Zone A meet the following floodway requirement:  
"No encroachments, including fill, new construction, substantial improvements, and other 
development are allowed within the floodway that would result in any increase in flood levels 
within the community during the base flood discharge."  

Explanation: This provision is not specific to wetlands but rather to floodplain, and therefore rightly belongs 
back in the Floodplain Management Ordinance. 
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Harrisville Community Power Electric Aggregation Plan, TM 05-22-2021 
Warrant Article #8 for Town Meeting 2021 
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