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CODY COX, FALCONER

P

erhaps some readers were fascinated with the noble
hawks of falconry and the related terms—“mews,”
“jesses,” “creance”—as a child when reading books of
medieval grandeur and customs. The Arthurian tales are
rich with the difficulties and importance of noble men adept
in the skills of hawking. Cody Cox of Lampman Road, who
is a falconer, took a different route for his inspiration. He
first had his interest piqued when he was seven years old
and his mother gave him a book, Falconry and Birds of Prey
in the Gulf by David Remple and Christopher Grove. He
later met some falconers and their birds at the Hopkinton
Fair when he was 10.
My first exposure to Cody as a falconer was in early
winter 2017, when I was visiting a friend on Lampman
Road. I heard the bright jingling of bells approaching
along the road. It sounded like a single Morris dancer, and
I wondered why someone would be out in dancing attire,
walking along a back road in December. I subsequently
learned that it was Cody, doing training of his first hawk,
Selous. The bells help the falconer keep track of the hawk
when it’s in flight.

Cody’s path to his falconer status was rigorous. When
he was 17, he started working at the Wings of the Dawn
Wildlife Rehabilitation in Henniker. He drove there daily
for two months, volunteering to care for various birds. His
responsibility there satisfied himself that working with
birds was a serious interest and convinced a nearby falconer
that he was really dedicated and mature enough to undertake work as an apprentice falconer. He trapped a young
red-tail on Thanksgiving Day 2017 and started training the
hawk and himself. He named him Selous after Frederick
Courtenay Selous, who was a guide/hunter and conservationist in east and southern Africa. Cody trained Selous
and hunted with him all that winter. He released him in the
spring of 2019. All of these steps and others were taken during his two years working with a Master Falconer sponsor.
Now he is a general falconer and recently has been hunting
with his juvenile red-tailed hawk, Corbett.
Cody trapped Corbett on October 10, 2020, in coastal
New Hampshire, using a dome-shaped Indian trap called
a bal-chatri baited with a mouse. He named the hawk
Corbett after a famous naturalist and conservationist, Jim
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Mike Tollett,
Our New Police Chief

W

hat would a guy from Houston,
Texas, know about policing a small
town in New England? Quite a bit, it seems.
“I wouldn’t change a thing,” said
Harrisville’s new Chief of Police Mike
Tollett of the town, on his fourth day on
the job. Before taking the job vacated by
Chief Buddy Driscoll, Tollett said he was
struck by the town’s historic beauty and
peacefulness. It seemed like the ideal place
to practice the kind of community policing
Mike Tollett
he enjoys doing.
“I look forward to taking time to get to know people,”
he said, explaining the importance of relationships in his
job.“You have to rely on the people you are working with
to do the work,” he said. Warned about New Englanders’
legendary reserved nature, he was unfazed.
On the agenda for his first weeks, in addition to “getting lost” on the smaller roads, will be popping in on meetings to say hello, beginning with the select board’s meeting
and the library trustees. “I want to be visible,” he said. If
the trustees are curious, they will discover that Tollett’s
favorite author is thriller novelist John Sandford.
Tollett’s social approach would seem to suit the town.
“We chose right,” said selectman Jay Jacobs, who said the
town had been looking for someone who is committed to
small-town life and who would stay focused on the community; someone who is “respectful.”
Though he grew up in a family of first responders,
Tollett, who is 52, picked up his people skills by taking a
different path in his first career in executive retail management. Each job opportunity brought him farther north,
away from his Houston, Texas, home. In Hinsdale, New
Hampshire, while working full-time for a large retailer, he
accepted a second part-time job on the Hinsdale force. At 40,
he attended the New Hampshire police academy, holding his
own with younger peers. “I was the old man,” he quipped.
That experience, including training in community relations,
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helped him to recognize his strengths and
hone his philosophy.
Nine years into his career, Tollett was
made chief in Winchester, New Hampshire,
a town of 4,300 residents with ten officers;
a typical small town, said Tollett, but busier
than you would think.
Even the smallest town has its share
of big problems, said Tollett. Domestic
abuse calls and drug overdoses are a fact of
life now; something retiring Chief Driscoll
touched on in his 2020 report to the town.
“Things that we never thought would be a
problem a few years ago seem to have made
it to this area,” wrote Driscoll.
Tollett said he was not surprised that Harrisville police
handled 683 calls last year, noting that constant prioritizing is needed, no matter the town size, to take care of
the population. And the manner in which those calls are
handled never changes, Tollett said. However dire the call,
the Golden Rule approach remains effective. “I approach
policing with a couple of mantras, if you like. I treat people
like I would want to be treated. I’m fair, firm, and consistent,” he said, adding that it is easy to empathize with
someone if you imagine the person as a relative. Being a
father also helps, said Tollett, who, with his wife, Susan, is
parent to three sons in their early 20s.
Tollett will spend the spring getting acclimated and
organized with the help of part-time officer Zackary Byam
and former Chief Driscoll, who is staying on the force
on a part-time basis. Tollett credited Byam, Driscoll, and
ongoing cooperation from neighboring police departments
with easing his transition. Tollett, settled with his family
in Swanzey, said they love living in New Hampshire, mud
season and all. Being from Houston, “the summer humidity
here isn’t an issue for me,” he joked.
Fire Department Chief Wayne Derosier said he wasn’t
aware of where Tollett was from, but that he was impressed
and looks forward to sitting down with him next week.
“I think it’s going to be wonderful,” he said.
Susan Lunt Childress
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Corbett. The training of a hawk
squirrels, snowshoe hares, and
from being wild and free-flying to
Eastern cottontail rabbits, which
hunting prey and returning it to the
are plentiful here in northern
falconer begins with hand-feeding
New England. Those of us who
the bird. Cody wore a thick leather
feed birds in the winter may
glove and Corbett was secured by
have seen hawks targeting birds
jesses, leather straps attached to
at our bird feeders. Cody says
his tarsus (leg). Cody then used a
those are mostly sharp-shinned
creance, a long fine cord attached
or Cooper’s hawks. If a falto the hawk’s jesses to prevent
coner’s hawk hunts a bird, the
escape during training flights. It
only ones allowed are starlings,
took two weeks of daily work for
house sparrows, pigeons, and
Corbett to be able to fly freely and
game birds. Cody will follow
then return to Cody. All winter,
the approved pattern of workCody has hunted regularly with
ing with wild hawks, which is
Corbett. In order to have success
to release them after a winter
for the hawk, Cody has to spend
of hunting; he plans to release
a lot of time scouting areas where
Corbett in late April.
there is enough game for the hawk
Cody has future plans, many
to hunt successfully. Cody’s travels
of them involving falconry. He
are wide throughout southern New
is a student at Unity College
Hampshire and Maine looking for
in Unity, Maine, majoring in
good areas. It helps that he has
Managing Wildlife & Fisheries
hunted successfully since he was
Biology. He is a staunch conser16. His fascination with wildlife
vationist and is intensely interhelps him know how to spot traces
ested in methods of conserving
Corbett in front of his mew
of good game.
wildlife. It’s clear that falconry
Falconry is designated as a
is consistent with his strong
sport, a subset of hunting. It’s the most highly regulated
interest in harmony with and protection of our natural
sport in the United States. Cody belongs to the North
resources and environment. He has forged the emotional
American Falconers Association, which defines falconry
and philosophical foundation for his life—what a wonderas the pursuit of wild game by trained raptors in the game’s
ful position he has created for himself.
natural environment. Cody has trained Corbett to hunt
Sherry Sims
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A Call for Fair,
Bipartisan Redistricting

School Has Always Been Hard

➊

E

Don’t know much about redistricting
and gerrymandering? Neither did we
until recently.

R

edistricting is the process of drawing the
electoral district boundaries that legislative
representatives are then elected to, represent.
When done well and fairly, New Hampshire
districts must comply with US and state constitutional equal population requirements; abide
with the Voting Rights Act and constitutional
rules on race; be contiguous; maintain boundaries of towns, wards, and unincorporated
places, and so forth.
In addition to size and population, districting considers what towns are in what
school districts and what towns share economic resources like a college, medical
center, or port.
Voting maps should not be drawn on
the basis of race, religion, ethnicity, political party, or include areas that have nothing in common
Hampshire. We believe redistricting must be carried out
or have competing interests. When maps are drawn using
in the sunshine to ensure fair representation for all of us,
this approach in order to manipulate election outcomes, it’s
regardless of political affiliation.
called gerrymandering.
Please join us in calling for a fair, bipartisan redisTake a look at what happened in 2011 when a small
tricting process by voting “Yes” on Warrant Article #9 at
group of legislators out of sight of the public, using a stillTown Meeting 2021. Don’t hesitate to contact us if you
unknown method, created the Executive Council District—
have any questions.
Kathy Bollerud, 603-398-8469,
Harrisville is in District 2!!??
Andrea Hodson, 202-294-8947, Andrea Polizos, 603-209-2077
Dozens of New Hampshire districts were distorted and
gerrymandered in this way and much to the dismay of
many legislative members of both parties.
The Harrisville Community Fund (HCF)
The NH House is about to embark on the 2020
DEADLINE FOR SPRING 2021
cycle of redistricting that will determine how we are
APPLICATIONS IS APRIL 30.
represented in the NH House and Senate, Executive
These projects help keep our town healthy
Council, and US House for the next 10 years.
and vibrant. Thank you!
To ensure a quality outcome, a statewide
GO TO:
effort is underway in 103 NH towns calling
harrisvillenh.org/harrisville-community-fund/
for fair, transparent, and bipartisan redistricting.
Mail to: Harrisville Community Fund, PO Box
Fifty Harrisville citizens have signed a petition to
join that effort by putting an article on the Town
213, Harrisville, NH 03450
Meeting warrant that calls for transparency during the upcoming redistricting process in New
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veryone has had a hard time over the past year as
we navigate our way through this COVID-19 pandemic, especially school children, their teachers, and
parents. Challenges like this at school are nothing new.
Here are some little stories about the challenges faced by
Harrisville’s students and teachers 140 to 150 years ago in
the 1870s and 1880s.
Harrisville’s Town Report from 1874 notes that there
were six schools in Harrisville, including one primary
school in each of the
town’s five school
districts, and one secondary or grammar
school in Chesham
(District 1). And while
reports make it sound
like all was well in
District 5, where the
introduction of “singing as an exercise in
the school was attended with very good
results,” it seems like
students and teachers
were struggling elsewhere in the town. At
the grammar school, Chesham School, 1895.
a dozen scholars were
sick with mumps. The primary school in District 1 reported
five instances of corporal (physical) punishment in the first
term and just two in the second, crediting the increased
experience of the young female teacher in her “management and discipline” of her students for the reduction in
paddlings. Meanwhile, the schoolhouse in District 2 stood
“in a very exposed position, and during the winter term was
so out of repair as to render it not only uncomfortable, but
positively dangerous to the life and health of the scholars.”
It must have been cold in there!
In 1874 the primary school teachers earned between
$54 and $61 per year ($2.45 to $4.00 per week of school) to
teach as many as 49 students! The grammar schoolteacher
earned $76 ($4 per week) to teach 41 students. They were
not making much money, but our teachers also weren’t getting fired for spanking children at school.
The New Hampshire School Register for the school in

District No. 1 in the Town of Harrisville, County of Cheshire,
for the winter term, spanning from December 1886 through
February 1887 and found in Historic Harrisville’s archive,
tells us more about what happened in Harrisville’s grammar school that year. Thirty-six students attended school
that term, including 19 girls ages 8 to 18, and 17 boys
ages 8 to 16. All the students studied reading, spelling,
and arithmetic, while half studied geography, 12 practiced
penmanship, and nine learned grammar. Composition, history, physiology, bookkeeping, drawing, vocal music, and
gymnastics were not
taught in the school.
The Register indicates that the school
had “a proper supply of blackboards”
and reference materials
limited
to
Webster’s Unabridged
Dictionary, Lorino’s
Terrestrial
Globe,
and Mitchell’s Series
of Outline Maps. In a
world where every student now has an electronic device to connect them to an endless
array of resources, can
you imagine attending middle school and high school with only a dictionary,
a globe, and a teacher (who had not attended college) to
inform your studies?
This public Register also logged attendance, including
tardiness and early dismissal, as well as noting the “deportment” (behavior or manners) of each student. You might
be surprised to read which children in town misbehaved!
Names commonly known in Harrisville, such as Harris,
Russell, Willard, and Winn were on the naughty list!
Historic Harrisville does not have copies of every
Town Report in its archive, so it is hard to tell exactly what
happened at the town’s grammar school. But in 1881, the
town’s superintending school committee reported, “The
demoralized state of this school in some of the past years
can be recollected; but Miss Chase has brought order out
of chaos.” The report goes on to say that attendance at the
grammar school, “commenced February 15, under the
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instruction of Miss Chase, but with diminished numbers
on account of sickness and the starting up of the mills.”
All reports indicate that attendance at school was highest
during the winter and lower in the summer and fall when
children were needed to work in the mills and on the farms.
Every report we have from 1774 through 1886 called out
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the importance of children attending school and arriving
on time. Today, when attending school is not possible or
always advisable, it is no wonder that schooling has been
particularly challenging.
In the Town Report for the year ending in 1880, 205
pupils attended public school in Harrisville, including 133
at the town’s five primary schools, and
72 at the grammar school. While perNEW H
LE,
A
formance evaluations are private now,
IL
TOWN OF
back then, a review of each teacher’s
performance was included in the town
1870
2020
report. For instance, Miss Gertrude
E. Tolman, of Nelson, who taught in
District 3, had a “cheerful and pleasant disposition [that] won the good
will of her pupils. She was untiring
in her efforts, but there was one thing
against the best interest of the school,
that is irregular attendance. The school
made progress, notwithstanding irregular attendance.” Less favorably, in
IMPORTANT MESSAGE ABOUT OUR
District 5, teacher Addison C. Ware of
150TH YEAR CELEBRATION
Hancock “labored earnestly and faithAfter careful deliberation with the Town Select board, due to the continued uncertainty of the
fully for the good of his pupils, and
COVID19 pandemic, the Committee of Arrangements has made the difficult decision once again
his quiet deportment won the respect
to postpone our 150th Anniversary celebration. At this time there is little to indicate that it would
of his pupils.” However, “a little more
be wise or prudent to host a large gathering of this kind in the face of this virus. Even though our
community may be vaccinated by July our committees need time to meet and prepare prior to the
vim (energy or enthusiasm) would
event. We are all disappointed – it has taken a lot of work to get us this far and so this decision was
have made the school appear betnot made lightly.
ter.” The record shows that there have
The silver lining is that the postponement gives us more time to prepare for this special event, now
always been fun, cheerful teachers like
rescheduled for July 22, 23 and 24, 2022!
Miss Tolman and boring teachers like
Please save the date. Once we have a new schedule ready, we will publish for all to see. The parade
will be on Saturday July 23 with more information to come.
Mr. Ware.
Commemorative books, glassware, canvas bags, coins and hats are available for purchase at the
It is true that times are hard for
town office. T-shirts can be ordered and arranged for pick up. Order form available on the town
school
children now. They might not
website.
have
to
walk to school in the snow,
To all who have volunteered to be on committees, attended meetings, done research, made
uphill both ways. They might have
phone calls, donated your time and expertise … we thank you and hope you will renew your
commitment to help us celebrate in 2022.
more resources than a globe and a
Sincerely,
dictionary, and they might not have
Committee of Arrangements: Ranae O’Neil (Co-Chair), Pam Thayer (Co-Chair), Cathy Buffum,
to fear corporal punishment. But they
Maria Coviello, Jenny Foreman, Julie Lord, Janet Selle, Sue Weller
are facing unprecedented challenges
and navigating their way through new
For more information on how you can volunteer or donate, please contact:
experiences. And they will surely
Pam Thayer 603-827-3911 or 603-313-7988, email: pamthayer@myfairpoint.net or
have stories to tell in the future as a
Ranae O’Neil 603-358-9048, email: ranae74@msn.com
result. For better or worse, history is
being made!
Erin Hammerstedt
Settled
1774

150TH Year Celebration

SAVE THE NEW DATES
July 22, 23, and 24 2022

TOWN SPRING UPDATE
As some of you may know, we are having
issues with the groundwater aquifer, also
known as the Town Spring, on Skatutakee
Road. No water is currently flowing out of
the discharge pipe. We are aware of the
problem and are working to resolve it. It
is possible that it is drought-related, but
there are other factors being investigated.
For those of you who use the water, we
appreciate your patience as we address
this issue. We will keep you informed by
posting updates on the town website and
Facebook: harrisvillenh.org/ and facebook.
com/harrisvillenh/
David Belknap, Health Officer

Church News

THE LOOM
Poetry in Harrisville

April 11, 2021, 4:30 pm
Special Loom(Zoom) Event!
Zoom co-hosted by Toadstool Books
www.toadbooks.com/loomzoom

Major Jackson & Didi Jackson
Major Jackson “At the end of his richly introspective and engagingly
vulnerable (fifth book of poems), The Absurd Man… Jackson observes wryly,
‘Tragically, he believes he can mend his wounds with his poetry.’ And in this
everything hopeful, elegant, and unsettlingly absurd about The Absurd Man is
spoken. Jackson embraces the existential absurdity of this ‘tragedy’ and yet, in
doing so, he gives us poems that dare to challenge hopelessness with language.”
–– Kwame Dawes, author of City of Bones (Northwest University Press, 2017)

Didi Jackson “gives poignant testimony to the sorrow, rage and piercing
clarity of grief… she bears radiant witness to the moment when bereavement
gives way to new joy. These poems are breathtaking and frank, and they
constitute a bridge into the regions of the inner life where words too often
fail to reach.”
–– Tracy K. Smith, former poet laureate about Moon Jar (Red Hen Press,
2020) by Didi Jackson

E

aster is the only holiday in the U.S. that
is determined by the moon. The date for
Easter is always changing because it is the
The Loom poetry series, celebrating some of the best of contemporary poetry,
first Sunday after the first full moon that
is located in the historic mill town, Harrisville, New Hampshire.
follows the spring equinox. This year Easter
For more information on the Loom, contact rebeccagibson55@gmail.com.
is Sunday, April 4.
Visit http://www.toadbooks.com/loomzoom
Weather permitting, we will have a
to register for the Loomzoom event.
sunrise Easter service in Island Cemetery
at 6:30 a.m. Sunday service is at 9 a.m.
on the steps of the
brick church (bring
your own chair and wear a mask,
This Mother’s Day, why not take a walk through
please). Organ music will waft
the village on this special Sunday in May and enjoy the
through open windows.
sunshine, flowers, and blue skies. In honor of mothers of
Please stop by the church steps
many kinds, whose love impacts us all, please stop by the
during the day and join us in the
steps of the Community Church on Sunday, May 9, for a
tradition of filling our cross with
little thank-you to all moms for all that you do.
fresh flowers. We will have flowDon’t forget to follow us on Facebook—@CCHCNH
ers available for you to use.
for updates, recorded scriptures, and sermons, Zoom links
We wish you a glorious and
to services, and all our general news.
safe Easter this year.
Cathy Lovas
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Harrisville’s Three Lake
Associations—Silver Lake, Lake
Skatutakee, and Harrisville Pond
arrisville is a hydrological phenom, its corrugated landscape and many brooks spilling toward the
Connecticut and Merrimack Rivers, interrupted by ten
lakes and ponds. The geology and remoteness of our town
has ensured wonderful water quality for many years. The
Lake Associations, in cooperation with the nonprofit NH
Lakes, are devoted to maintaining those resources. As most
of our Harrisville shorelines are private property, the best
way to enjoy our waters is via boat. You can also perambulate some of the roads and trails that abut the various lakes.
In the winter, skiing, skating, ice fishing are all popular
ways to see the beauties.
While each lake (and its association) has different
characteristics, all share the commitment to the Lake
Host program as a way of monitoring and guarding
against the intrusion of invasive species. This program
trains volunteers and provides matching funds for voluntary boat in-spections and encourages signage, educational materials, and places to clean and dry boats as
a part of the public boat landing areas. It started in 2002
and is supported by donations and dues from member
Lake Associations. In addition, our associations have
monitored water quality and weeds during the summer
seasons. NH Lakes recommends testing three times
during the summer season, at various locations on each
water body as well as the inlets. This enables identification of harmful changes and possible remediation.
Increased summer temperatures and drought conditions
have also impacted water quality in recent years. NH
Lakes offers a wide variety of educational programs
online to members and provides training and support
across the state. Free webinars on the theme “Explore
Lakes with NH Lakes” are available through the website: nhlakes.org. Beautiful lakes and ponds maintain
property values along with many intangible benefits.
The Skatutakee Lake Association was formed in 1954
and took over ownership of the dam in 1970. It has had
lake hosts for several years at the boat landing on Hancock
Road. Most recently, its major project has been the statemandated refurbishment of the dam, to bring it up to 100year flood standards, as it is upstream of State Road 137.
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Recognizing its importance, the town contributed to the
dam upgrade, completed in 2020. There is no public beach
on Skatutakee, so swimming is by invitation, or from a
boat! Association members volunteer to be lake hosts and
weed watchers as well as funding paid hosts. Water sampling
is also a critical activity (www.lakeskatutakee.org). Near
the dam, one can often see great blue herons, and in migration seasons ducks abound in the coves and inlets.
The Silver Lake Association of Chesham and Nelson
began in the 1960s. Its dam is maintained by the state and
can be seen from Breed Road, opposite the boat landing
and next to Seaver Road. There is limited parking. The
association was an early adopter of the NH Lakes efforts
through the Lake Hosts program, starting its program in
2002. Much of the shoreline of Silver Lake is forested and
approximately two miles of it is also conserved through
the efforts of the Silver Lake Land Trust, established in
1989 (slltnh.org). Conservation easements are overseen
by the Harris Center and the Monadnock Conservancy.
Most of the houses around the lake are used by summer
residents. The lake hosts detected two instances of boats
bringing in variable milfoil in 2020, probably the first
“saves” we have had in Harrisville. They also continue to
do water sampling and have a mix of paid and volunteer

lake hosts and weed watchers. Bald eagles nest at the
Nelson end of Silver Lake.
The Harrisville Pond Association was started in 1981.
It is new to the Lake Host program, with 2021 being its
fourth summer of participation. Founded by volunteers
who undertook the water sampling tasks and education
of neighbors in maintaining lakefront property to ensure
water quality, members agreed that the Lake Host program
would be another way to maintain the beautiful swimming
and boating appeal of the pond. Water sampling and weed
mitigation continue to be challenges due to a decline in
volunteerism. Harrisville Pond has a higher proportion of
year-round residents and the largest beach in town (facebook.com/HarrisvillePondAssociation).
Hosting the town beach, the pond is a great asset
for all: the seating area for Fourth of July fireworks,
the special province of the Mermaids (and occasional
geese), a venue for free swimming lessons for children,
and a good place for a cookout, a picnic, volleyball, or
just hoping for loons.
The challenge for each of these associations is maintaining their activities through the payment of dues, donations, and the volunteerism of members, associate members, and other interested folks. The town does not fund

any of the programs that assess water quality (Lake Hosts,
water sampling, and weed watching and mitigation). The
health officer does routine sampling for bacterial counts
to determine safety and this benefits Sunset Beach and
the beach at Russell Reservoir. All of this “for the love of
our lakes!”
Sarah B. Kendall

SEAVER FARM FILM PROJECT
I’m a Cheshire County filmmaker and long-time friend
of some Harrisville folks. I am exploring the possibility
of a short film about the Seaver Farm based on Jodi
Farwell’s piece in the December/January Common
Threads newsletter.
If you have, or know of, some long-lost or personal
video, photos, art, and artifacts of the property, or
audio/video of Paul Geddes or Edgar Seaver, I’d be
interested in hearing from you. You can contact me,
Chris Hardee, via email at crhardee@myfairpoint.net
or phone at 603-762-2010. Thanks!

Landscape Installation & Tree Services

Comfortable Cottage on Chesham Pond
Available by the day or week year round.
2 Bedrooms+ sleeps at least 6.
Contact: Charles Sorenson

csorenson@comcast.net
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603-827-3048

WITH CHARMING, SPACIOUS AIRBNB

603-289-5927
broadforkco@gmail.com

Harrisville, NH
Owner / Operator: John Sandri
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The 2021 Harrisville Trails Map

TOWN OF HARRISVILLE NEWS

H

arrisville Trails is pleased to present the 2021
Harrisville Trails Map, our town’s first comprehensive
hiking trail map. (See center page.) Its focus is to provide
a basic guide for exploring the highlands, woodlands, and
wetlands in some of the less traveled parts of town. We
hope it will also be encouragement for many to use the
trails as a way to get out for fresh air and exercise.
The arrival of the pandemic provided motivation to
develop a comprehensive map to address folks’ desire to
find healthy ways to exercise close to home. Design and
funding efforts became more focused over the summer
with the help of the town Transportation Committee and
the Southwest Regional Planning Commission (SWRPC)
and inclusion in the successful Complete Streets MAST
grant. Ongoing discussions with both the town select board
and several private landowners have ensured that hikers can
be confident they are welcome on the highlighted trails.
The map provides easily recognized symbols. Trails
and dirt roads we identified as safe for walking are numbered and named in the key at the top, along with distance
and difficulty. Other map features are keyed in the lower
left corner. Included are parking locations for hikers. Many
of us know where traditional parking spots are located, but
some new locations have been identified. Over time all
locations will be provided with signs.
The reverse side of the insert provides descriptions of
the trails, features you may see along the way, and suggestions for loops. There are many beautiful places in town
that are off the main roads and take a bit of walking to
enjoy. The descriptions will also give you an idea of the
terrain you’ll be hiking.
Included in the Complete Streets grant was funding for
trail signs, parking signs, and blazing. In the coming weeks
and months signs and blazing will be placed at trailheads
and other appropriate locations. We hope these will help
townsfolk less familiar with the trails and visitors who might
otherwise take a wrong turn or head down the wrong path.
Several trails are located on private land. We owe
our gratitude to the many landowners who have provided
trail access on their property. For all these trails, either we
made contact to establish permission, or in the case of the
Monadnock-Sunapee Greenway, the M-S Greenway Trail
Club established and has maintained those permissions. The
Harris Center in Hancock provides access to the trails that are
identified in the Harris Center Super Sanctuary on the east

Roots of Harmony
Massage

Select Board Update
TOWN ELECTION RESULTS: A Warm congratulations
to Anne Havill, Treasurer; Wayne Derosia Jr., Fire Chief;
Dean Ogelby, Trustee of Trust Funds; David Robins,
Board of Cemetery Trustees; and our colleague on the
board, Kathy Scott — thank you all for your service to
the town!
side of town and Hancock. We ask that all hikers be mindful of the generosity that allows us to hike these trails and to
demonstrate the highest level of respect and appreciation for
all landowners by leaving no trace of your passing through.
During the coming year we hope to add more trails to
the map. Trails are being developed in Historic Harrisville’s
Zophar Willard Woods, and Harrisville Trails will continue
discussions with other landowners who have indicated
interest in participating. Landowners, especially those of
you with conservation easements or the recreational level
of Current Use, please let us know if you have an idea for
a trail or an existing trail you’d like to make available or
known to hikers. We’ll be glad to work with you!
A concern expressed by landowners and others during
planning was how trails, with or without permission, are
rapidly disseminated on the Internet, increasing the potential
for trail use and negative impact. We agree and have chosen
not to publish this map or its trails on any website or trail
app. We ask that you, the user, also refrain from doing so.
Thanks to Henry Underwood at Southwest Regional
Planning Commission for his expertise in developing the
map. For the descriptions, special thanks to: Brett Amy
Thelen of the Harris Center for her wonderful writing, Lida
Stinchfield for her sharp editing, and Lindy Palmisano
from Common Threads for a superb layout. Thanks also
to Michelle Aldredge and Corwin Levi of Hook & Eye for
designing the Harrisville Trails logo, and to Pam Wilder at
Silver Direct for her printing expertise.
From the 2021 Harrisville Trail Map planners: Barb
Watkins, Don Scott, Lida Stinchfield, Rich Taylor, Alison
Weber, and Earl Horn. See you out on the trails!
Earl Horn, on behalf of Harrisville Trails

POLICE DEPARTMENT: Mike Tollett signed on as
Police Chief last month—join us in welcoming him to
Harrisville when you see him out and about. More about
our new police chief on page 3.
TOWN MEETING: As you know, Town Meeting is
scheduled for Saturday morning, May 22, at 9 a.m.
Meeting notice will be posted on the billboard out in front
of the fire station and at the post office and on banners
across the town’s website homepage and Facebook page.
The meeting will be conducted outdoors at the Wells
Memorial School. Chairs, tables, and a sound system will be
set up. Rest rooms in the school building will be accessible.
In partnership with Bryan Kingsbury, moderator,
and Cathy Lovas, town clerk, the select board chose not
to rent a tent and instead to identify an inclement-weather
date in case of rain or high wind—that date is the following
Saturday, May 29, at 9 am.
We very much look forward to seeing the town together outdoors on what we hope will be a beautiful Saturday
morning. Light breeze, ideal.

※

Miriam Sharrock
(603) 827-4477
rootsofharmony@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY POWER (WARRANT ARTICLE #8):
The complete Community Power Plan is included in the
annual report. A digital copy is posted at the Community
Power page of the town’s website. Copies of the plan
in larger type are available at Town Hall. The Electric
Aggregation Committee will plan, notice, and host a
fourth community-wide meeting ahead of Town Meeting.
PROPERTY TAXES 2021: Lynn Cook, assessor, and
Jeannine Dunne, tax collector, will be pulling together
the 2021 Tax Warrant in May in order to distribute tax
bills early-June. As you know or may recall, the first tax
bill of the year will equal half of the total billed in 2020.
Any revenue shortfalls (or overages) required to fund the
2021 warrant articles passed at Town Meeting will create
an adjustment to the second 2021 tax bill.

CORONAVIRUS AND TOWN OPERATIONS: Looking
back at our item in the April-May 2020 issue, the early notice
about the emerging coronavirus pandemic would be the first
of many updates to follow. One year later, Jeff Cady, emergency management director, and David Belknap, health
officer, continue to advise and steer us through this situation.
Most notably, pointing us to the online registration site
for vaccines—the link to it is posted at the town’s website
homepage. While convenient to use, if you have any trouble scheduling your vaccination appointment(s) through
the online channel, call the Hotline: 211.
Excavation • House & Barn Jacking • Site Work • Drainage
Driveways • Underground Utilities • Snow Plowing

& Piano Lessons

Studio at the Harrisville Inn
797 Chesham Rd, Harrisville, NH

We also thank the fire and rescue and police responders for their efforts and dedication to the town. We’ve come
a long way safely and without casualty. As spring advances,
a growing number of town residents have received the full
vaccine dose(s); others are in line or lining up for a first or
second-round dose.
You can subscribe to the WMUR Coronavirus &
Rossen Report newsletter to receive status updates about
COVID-19 and the vaccination process in NH (wmur.com/
article/sign-up-for-our-coronavirus-newsletter/31747237).

CONSTRUCTION, LLC
EXCAVATION CONTRACTOR

Septic
&
Excavation

MARLBOROUGH, NH

603-876-9000

www.davidoneilconstruction.com
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News from the Town Clerk’s Office

T

hank you to everyone who helped us to make this election go as safe and smoothly as possible.

Town
Select Board:

ELECTION RESULTS
327 Votes Cast

2021 Dog Licensing Due April 30

The State of New Hampshire requires that all dogs in town
must be licensed by April 30. After that date there will be a
$1 penalty, per dog, per month, that the dogs are not licensed.
Please make sure your dog tag says 2021, expires 4/30/2022.
If not, stop by the town clerk’s office or renew by mail.
DOG LICENSE FEE SCHEDULE:

Kathy Scott . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  257

Puppy under 7 months . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7.50

Michael Wilder. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68

Neutered/spayed dog . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7.50

Treasurer Anne Havill. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  319

Intact dog. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00

Fire Chief Wayne Derosia Jr.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  284

5 or more dogs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21.00

Trustees of the Trust Dean Ogelby. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  316

Owner is 65 or older . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.00 (applies for one dog only)

Cemetery Trustee David Robins. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  308
All of the zoning amendments voted on passed
The State of New Hampshire provided us with the
PPE equipment for last year’s elections that we were able
to reuse.
The School Board and Administration graciously allowed
us to use their facility with its state-of-the-art air exchanger
to keep the air fresh for the election workers all day.
Thank you to the election officials, including the select
board who worked tirelessly from before the poll opened to
after the last vote was counted.
Thank you to the voters for their patience, understanding, and following protocols to ensure the safety of our
community.
It is a privilege to serve all of you.

Town Meeting, Saturday, May 22, at 9 a.m.
—Wells Memorial School—Rain Date 5/29
Town Meeting will be held this year outdoors at Wells
Memorial School. We will provide chairs; we ask you to
dress appropriately for the weather, wear masks, and please
bring an ID with you to be able to vote from the floor.
We will not have a tent, so should there be inclement
weather, the meeting will be postponed until May 29.

To renew by mail:
1. Send a self-addressed, stamped envelope to Harrisville
Town Clerk, PO Box 284, Harrisville, NH 03450.
2. Include copy of rabies certificate if dog has had a
new rabies vaccine since last registration.
3. Send payment payable to Town of Harrisville; if
you do not have a stamped envelope, please include an
additional $1 for postage.
Cathy Lovas, Town Clerk

KEEP HARRISVILLE BEAUTIFUL:
JOIN THE EARTH DAY ROADSIDE
CLEANUP SATURDAY, APRIL 24
Together we’ll clean up the winter mess and restore
our beautiful roadsides. Come to the recycling center,
choose your route, and pick up roadside trash along
the routes you like to walk! Bags provided. Wear
gloves and safety vests or bright clothing. Together
we can keep Harrisville’s roadsides clean and beautiful
for all to enjoy.

Needed: Salamander Escorts

S

alamander Season is here! The Harrisville Conservation
Commission is once again working with the Harris
Center to shepherd these amazing amphibians across our
streets to the safety of the vernal pools. I hope you will consider joining us this year.
The salamanders in question are
spotted salamanders. They spend most
of their lives in burrows beneath the
forest floor. In the spring, with the
spring meltwaters forming temporary
pools (vernal pools), they make their
way to the pool where they were
hatched to mate. Roads often block
safe passage to these pools, and thousands are squished by cars every year.
Salamander Crossing Brigades like the ones organized
by the Harris Center each year engage volunteers willing
to come out on the first nighttime warm-ish rains of spring
when the ice has melted from the landscape to ferry these
migrating salamanders (and frogs!) safely across the road.
The training has already taken
place, but you can access training
videos at https://harriscenter.org/salamander-crossing-brigades. The training is important, because we not only
want to keep the salamanders safe,
but we also want to tend to the safety
of the humans! The training will teach
you about the various amphibians we
will be helping (yes, they aren’t just
salamanders), but will also train on
data collection and safety measures.
We don’t know the exact date,
but here in Harrisville, the migration
typically comes sometime in mid to
late April. It could come even earlier.
It can happen all at once over one or
two “Big Nights,” or it can dribble.
It all depends on the weather. Our
own Harrisville resident Brett Thelen
coordinates the Salamander Brigades
across the region and will send out
the call when the conditions are
best. We will concentrate on two

Firewood

Green- cut, split, delivered
Seasoned & dry
Call for price & availability

Jay Jacobs 313-1522
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specific areas of migration in Harrisville: Child’s Bog near
the intersection of the Nelson Road and Breed Road, and
also Hancock Road near the East View Trail. The bridge on
Hancock Road is also a good spot.
We ask you to be aware of those first rainy nights in
spring when the ground has mostly
melted. Please drive as little as possible
on nights like that. The salamanders
will be on the move. It’s hard to see
them, and we have so much water here
in Harrisville that they’re all over the
roads. It’s a delicate balance. Yes, most
of us have to drive to the crossing sites,
so please help out at your closest site.
If you are interested in being a
part of it, find out more information
and sign up for the Salamander Brigade email list on
the Harris Center’s website at https://harriscenter.org/
salamander-crossing-brigades. You can also contact Brett
by email at thelen@harriscenter.org to be added to the
Harrisville list.
Andrea Polizos

Harrisville Children’s Center

Douglas R. Miller, Landscape Architect
~ Providing Acres of Ideas for Homes Like Yours ~

dmiller@landesignllc.com www.landesignllc.com
(603) 429-1383
Harrisville, NH

Restaurant and Bar open to the public Monday and Thursday evenings
184 Aldworth Manor Road, Harrisville
(603) 827-2854 for reservations
hilltopkitchennh.com for menu and additional information

For children 6 weeks to 6 years
Where love, knowledge, and respect
come together for the healthy
development of the child.
Located in the heart of
historic Harrisville
We welcome visits!

www.HarrisvilleChildrensCenter.org
(603) 827-3905
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Broadband Improvement in Southwest NH: A Team Effort

I

n 2019 Chesterfield was the first. In 2020 five more followed:
Dublin, Harrisville, Rindge, Walpole, and Westmoreland.
This year, 16 more New Hampshire communities are poised
to enter into public-private partnerships to expand broadband
access and modernize infrastructure. The projects amount to
well over $40 million in investment.
What do these communities have in common? They
agree that public-private partnerships are an effective way
to address their broadband needs, using a unique combination of municipal bonding combined with a monthly
fee on subscribers to make payments on the bond. Most
communities this year chose to partner with Consolidated
Communications. “Public-private partnerships are costeffective and mutually beneficial and ensure that individuals, families, and small businesses have access to critical
services,” said Jeff McIver, consumer product manager

at Consolidated. “At Consolidated, our willingness to
work directly with town leaders to upgrade and improve
their broadband service allows us to deliver exactly what
communities need with minimal to no impact on taxes.”
But other providers, especially ones with some presence
in a community, are ready to improve service as funding
comes available—be it through municipal bonds, federal
programs, or stimulus funding.
Municipal broadband infrastructure improvement
proposals this year continue to focus on southwest New
Hampshire, noting longstanding disparities in service
quality compared to other parts of the state (see data from
Measurement Lab at arcg.is/X0W5C); changes to state
legislation clarifying the use of general obligation bonds
for broadband infrastructure; and willingness on behalf
of the region’s largest provider and others to modernize.

Monadnock Humane Society

Offers Annual Affordable Public Rabies Vaccination and Microchipping Clinic for Cats and Dogs
Thanks to a grant from C&S Wholesale Grocers, microchipping will be offered free of charge.
MHS is pleased to offer its annual affordable Public Rabies Vaccination and Microchipping Clinic on April 24 from 9 a.m. until
noon. Safety protocols will be in place for this clinic. Thanks to a grant from C&S Wholesale Grocers, microchipping will be offered free
of charge. The event will be held in the MHS Guinane Training Center at the Swanzey facility. Plenty of parking is available.
The clinic is offered to the public on a first-come, first-serve basis—reservations are not required; however, we’re asking
everyone to allow plenty of time as we are limiting the number of families admitted into the building at a time. Social distancing
measures will be in place, and masks are required to enter the building.
Pricing is offered at an affordable rate of $15 per rabies vaccine. All rabies vaccine certificates will be written for one year
unless the owner presents a signed rabies vaccination certificate for the dog or cat at the time of the clinic, in which case the vaccine will be effective for three years (rabies tags alone will not be sufficient proof of a rabies vaccine).
Please note: Dogs must be on a leash and under the owner’s control. Cats should be in secure carriers.

PROGRAM INFORMATION:

MHS Affordable Public Rabies Vaccination and Microchipping Clinic for Cats & Dogs

DATE: April 24, 2021 | TIME: 9:00 a.m.-noon | COST: Price per rabies vaccination: $15
LOCATION: MHS Guinane Training Center, Monadnock Humane Society,
101 West Swanzey Road, Swanzey, NH

There is no charge for microchipping.
For more information, call us at 603-354-4004,
or email adoption@humanecommunity.org, or visit our website.
We wish to give special thanks to C&S Wholesale Grocers
for funding the microchipping services for both of these events.

• Help neighbors with
transportation
• Drive when you want
• Mileage reimbursement

NOW OPEN Saturdays, 8 - 11 am
Dinner for Friday night pick-up,
order in advance.

Brown
HBakery
ouse
613 Chesham Rd., Harrisville, NH • 603-827-3100
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SERVING THE MONADNOCK
REGION SINCE 2008

877-428-2882 ext. 5

Make a difference
with each mile you drive
Become a
CVTC Volunteer Driver

GIVE A RIDE

The biggest reason for this success in southwest New
Hampshire is the communities and volunteers who have
made it possible. Municipal staff and volunteers follow
a rigorous public process involving research, education,
law, financing, and more. And they continue to lead their
communities beyond implementation.
The Southwest Region Planning Commission
(SWRPC) has helped with this process going back to
the adoption of the region’s first ever broadband plan in
2015 (available at swrpc.org/broadband/plan), helping to
lay the foundation for the broadband improvements we
see happening today. And many of those involved in this
work have done so by assisting neighboring communities
and as participants of the Monadnock Broadband Group,
an informal coalition of municipal officials, practitioners
and other stakeholders with interest in understanding and
coordinating relative to broadband issues in Southwest
NH. Over the years, conversations have ranged from state
and federal legislative updates and exploring regional
models in broadband improvement—everything from
Vermont’s communication union districts and planning
grants to the FCC’s Rural Digital Opportunity Fund to
New Hampshire’s infrastructure bonding process and
“The Chesterfield Model.” “We have appreciated the
opportunity to act as convener and facilitator of meaningful dialog related to broadband issues and information.
We are thrilled to see the real and tangible progress and

results of the many partners that made this possible,” said
Henry Underwood, GIS Specialist/Planner at SWRPC.
Among the most notable accomplishments in the last
year has been the development of the Monadnock Region
Broadband Implementation Guide (available at swrpc.
org/broadband/resources) – a playbook for communities
seeking better Internet service. The guide outlines a stepby-step process and focuses on the public private partnership first used by the Town of Chesterfield in 2018.
“The guide synthesizes the knowledge and experience of
local broadband champions,” said Todd Horner, Planner
at SWRPC. “The Monadnock Region has benefited from
the efforts of volunteers who have acted as trailblazers on
this issue. The guide aims to document those efforts so
that other communities don’t need to reinvent the wheel.”
SWRPC will continue to be a resource by continuing to
support the region’s communities through the Monadnock
Broadband Group as well as other avenues. SWRPC’s
ongoing ability to serve in this capacity has been made
possible in part through support from the U.S. Department
of Agriculture Rural Development and the U.S. Economic
Development Administration.
To receive meeting announcements for Monadnock
Broadband Group meetings, please write to Henry Underwood
at hunderwood@swrpc.org or Todd Horner at thorner@
swrpc.org (or call 603-357-0557). SWRPC’s broadband
planning resources are available at swrpc.org/broadband.

Harrisville Community Garden

K

eep a look out at the Community Garden; there will be lots of
activity there soon. We are installing an eight-foot-tall orchard
fence, which should keep out the most determined deer. Deer can be a
real issue; the electric fence is very good at keeping them out, but occasionally we get an extra smart one that will learn it can jump the fence.
It is very frustrating to have your nearly ready produce become a deer
snack, usually the night before you had decided to pick it for yourself.
We purchased the fence from David Kennard of Wellscroft Farm,
and it will be installed by Dan Scanlan from Nelson. The fencing has
arrived, and Dan is waiting for the ground to be firm enough to run
large equipment over it and begin installation. This will probably happen in April.
For further information about the garden or to rent a plot, call
Deirdre Oliver 827-3973.

H O M E -L A N D
LANDSCAPING &
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Lawn Mowing • Lawn Restoration, Hydroseeding • Tractor Work
Walkways, Steps, Retaining Walls • Field Mowing • Driveways,
Grading, Culverts • Brush Cutting, Pruning • Light Tractor Work,
Backhoe • Tree Work • Loam, Sand & Gravel, Hard Pack
Mike Wilder • 827-3019 • Homelnd@aol.com
668 Chesham Road • Harrisville, NH 03450

At The Strand Building
Peterborough, NH
603-924-2230

mzzfrzz@aol.com
		

Sheila Halvonik, Proprietor
174 Concord St., Suite 230
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Library News

Apollo’s Arrow: The Profound and
Enduring Impact of Coronavirus on the
Way We Live by Nicholas A. Christakis
Animal, Vegetable, Junk: A History of
Food from Sustainable to Suicidal
by Mark Bittman

CURRENTLY:

The library is open by appointment and continues to
provide curbside service Monday-Thursday afternoons
and Saturday mornings. For detailed information about
visits and curbside service, please contact the library at
603-827-2918 or sweaver@harrisville.lib.nh.us

FICTION

Mystery Book Group is the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
This is now being done virtually.
Museum Pass VINS (Vermont Institute of Natural Science), please
check their website to see details, as in-person restrictions may apply.
Inter-Library Loan as provided through the NH State Library is available. Please expect that it will take a bit longer than before to receive
items due to the need to quarantine them at both the lending library
and the receiving library. Please email me your requests and keep in
mind that if a book/DVD, etc., has just been published/released, we
will not be able to get it for you. Most libraries do not lend out items
until they have had them for at least three to four months.
Storytime for kids with Kris Finnegan can be found weekly on our
Facebook page: facebook.com/HarrisvillePublicLibrary

NON-FICTION

Unworthy Republic: The Dispossession
of Native Americans and the Road to
Indian Territory
by Claudio Saunt
A Short History of the World According
to Sheep
by Sally Coulthard
Hidden Valley Road: Inside the Mind of
an American Family
by Robert Kolker
Icebound: Shipwrecked at the Edge of
the World by Andrea Pitzer
English Pastoral: An Inheritance

by James Rebanks
In Bibi’s Kitchen: The Recipes and
Stories of Grandmothers from the
Eight African Countries That Touch the
Indian Ocean
by Hawa Hassan with Julie Turshen
The Rise: Black Cooks and the Soul of
American Food by Marcus Samuelsson
Land: How the Hunger for Ownership
Shaped the Modern World by Simon
Winchester
American Baby: A Mother, a Child,
and the Shadow History of Adoption
by Gabrielle Glaser

Working hard to preserve and sustain
Harrisville's historic mill village
since 1971.

www.historicharrisville.org

(603) 827-3722

The Plague Cycle: The Unending War
Between Humanity and Infectious
Disease by Charles Kenny
Fathoms: The World in the Whale
by Rebecca Giggs
Wanderings in Strange Lands:
A Daughter of the Great Migration
Reclaims her Roots
by Morgan Jerkins
Under a White Sky: The Nature of the
Future by Elizabeth Kolbert
A Worse Place Than Hell: How the
Civil War Battle of Fredericksburg
Changed a Nation by John Matteson

The Cold Millions by Jess Walter
Wrong Alibi by Christina Dodd
The Museum of Forgotten Memories
by Anstey Harris
The Children’s Blizzard
by Melanie Benjamin
The Charmed Wife by Olga Grushin
Before She Disappeared
by Lisa Gardner
The City of Tears by Kate Mosse
These Ghosts Are Family
by Maisy Card
The Liar’s Dictionary
by Eley Williams
Georgana’s Secret by Arlem Hawks
The House on Vesper Sands
by Paraic O’Donnell
The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah
The Captive by Fiona King Foster
The Girl from the Channel Islands
by Jenny Lecoat
The Unwilling by John Hart
Sorrow and Bliss by Meg Mason
The Burning Girls by C. J. Tudor
The Mission House by Carys Davis

A Fatal Lie by Charles Todd
The Sanatorium by Sarah Pearse
The Survivors by Jane Harper
Ridgerunner by Gil Adamson
The Hare by Melanie Finn
Annie and the Wolves
by Andromeda Romano-Lax
Vera by Carol Edgarian

DVDs

Anne with an “E,” Seasons 1, 2, and 3
All Creatures Great and Small, Season 1
Thanks to the generosity of the
Monadnock Folklore Society, we have
a 20-CD set of local and regional
contradance music. This collection
can be checked out in its entirety, or as
individual CDs. Although all dances and
concerts sponsored by the MFS have
been canceled for the foreseeable future,
you can still enjoy the music. Please
contact the librarian if you are interested
in learning more.
Downloadable books/magazines: If you
don’t have a barcode to use with the NH
Downloadable Books
(nh.lib.overdrive.com), email the library
and get signed up. For additional
information/help with troubleshooting
go to the NH Downloadable Books blog:
nhdbooks.blogspot.com/

Facebook: facebook.com/Harrisville
PublicLibrary
New Hampshire State Library
Databases: nh.gov/nhsl/nhewlink/
libraries/databases.html User ID is
“Harrisville” Password is “@03450@”.
OPAC (Online Public Access Catalog)
opac.libraryworld.com/opac/signin.php
Enter: Harrisville (no password needed).
Harrisville Public Library blog:
harrisvillepubliclibrary.blogspot.com/
Harrisville Public Library on Facebook:
facebook.com/HarrisvillePublicLibrary
Online NH Newspapers: We now
have access to online New Hampshire
newspapers through NewsBank. You can
access this from home using your HPL
card. You will need to use the full 8 digits
of your card. For example, if your card
number is #1, you will need to type in
20000001 to log in, #345 would type in:
20000345.
To access it, click: infoweb.newsbank.
com/apps/news/user/librarycard/Harrisvi
llePublic?destination=browse-multi%3F
p%3DNewsBank%26t%3Dstate%253A
NH%2521%2520New%2520Hampshire
%2520News%2520Papers
To be added to, or removed from, the
email list, please email: sweaver@
harrisville.lib.nh.us

OWNER
MAIN STREET TITLE SERVICES, LLC

Ranae O’Neil

info@mainstreettitleservices.com
45 Main Street , Suite 202 - Peterborough, NH 03458

603-924-6924 Or 1-800-278-1008

Michael Miller

Natural Light Photographer
Harrisville NH 03450
35 mm slide and negative
copying to digital file
Photo copying and
scanning to digital file

Interpretive
Portraits

michaelmillerphotographer.com • 603.827.3640
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603.827.3107
Harrisville, NH

Jonathan St. Peter
727 Chesham Road
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SNOW FEST 2021

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
APRIL

MAY

4	Sunrise Easter service,
Island Cemetery. 6:30 a.m.
	Easter service, brick church
steps, 9:00 a.m. See p. 7.

I’d like to thank all the wonderful people who made this event a joyous success. It has been a difficult year to say the least,
and many of us have been cooped up for most of it. It is safe outdoor events like this that are truly medicine for the soul.
So much fun and creativity, thank you! Let’s hope for a happy healthy year for all.
Adam Schepker

24	Rabies vaccination and
microchipping for cats and
dogs, Monadnock Humane
Society. See p. 14

22	Town Business Meeting
in person. Outside Wells
Memorial School, 9:00 a.m.
until adjournment. See p. 12.

24 Roadside cleanup. See p. 12.

29	Rain date for town meeting.
See p. 12.

30	Last day to license dogs.
See p. 12.
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9	Mothers - stop by the brick
church’s steps for a thank-you
to all moms. See p. 7.

Gabriel Hobbs, Olivia Cutler, and Camilla Morris.

A Special Thanks for Donations:

Celebrating 151 years in 2021

705 Chesham Rd., Harrisville 03450 • harrisvillenh.org
• SELECT BOARD: Jay Jacobs, Kathy Scott, Andrea Hodson
Administrative Assistant: Mary Ann Noyer
Office Phone: 827-3431; Office Fax: 827-2916
Select Board Meetings: Thurs. 7-9 pm
except admin meeting on the last week of the month: Fri. 9-11 am
Office e-mail: SelectBoard@HarrisvilleNH.org
Office hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9 am-3 pm, Fri. 9 am-Noon
Town Treasurer: Anne Havill
Deputy Treasurer: Bonnie Willette
• TAX COLLECTOR’S OFFICE:
Tax Collector: Jeannine Dunne
Deputy Tax Collector: Neil Sandford
Office Phone: 827-5546; Office Fax: 827-2917
Email: taxcollector@harrisvillenh.org
Office hrs: Tues. 1:30-3:30 pm, Fri. 9-12 or by appointment
• TOWN CLERK (P.O. Box 284): Cathy Lovas
Deputy Town Clerk: Amy Roberts
Website: townclerk@harrisvillenh.org
Office Phone: 827-5546, ext. 2; Office Fax: 827-2917
Office hrs: Call for current hours.
• LIBRARY: 827-2918
Director: Susan Weaver; Children’s Librarian: Kris Finnegan
Library hours: Call for current hours.
• RECYCLING CENTER: 827-2920
Manager: Randy Tarr Jr.
Center hrs: Fri. 10 am-5 pm, Sat. 8 am-5 pm
• U.S. POST OFFICE: 827-3345
Postmaster: Jamie Hughes, Postal Clerk: Becky Tedford
Retail Service: M–F 7:45 am-Noon & 1:30-4:30 pm; Sat. 8-11:30 am
Lobby & Box Access: M–F 7:30 am-5 pm, Sat. 8 am-Noon
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Common Threads

Managing Editor – D
 eborah Abbott
commonthreadsharrisville@gmail.com
or 827-3668
Copy Editor – Lida Stinchfield

Production – Lindy Palmisano, lindypalmisano@gmail.com
Writers – Sherry Sims, Rebecca Upjohn Snyder, Margie Ward,
Susan Childress
Circulation & Mailing – C
 harlotte Chamberlain, Carol Jost
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TOWN OF HARRISVILLE:

Boatie McBoatface (the dog) helping Miles Foreman, Ashton
Foreman, Josia Cutler, and friends build a fort.

Ad rates:

1 time 3 times 6 times

Business card (3 ⁄2" w x 2" h) $20
$54
$90
Common Threads gives ad preference to Harrisville businesses
and Harrisville residents.
1

Classified Ads: $3.00 for the first 10 words, 25¢ for each
additional word.
Common Threads is mailed free to every Harrisville resident and
to nonresident property owners of improved properties who wish
to receive it. If you are not a resident or property owner and wish
to subscribe, please send $12.50 per year to our P.O. Box 164. Past
issues may be requested, while they last, for $2.00 each.
Common Threads is published bimonthly (Feb., Apr., June,
Aug., Oct., Dec.). We invite the community to participate with
news, interesting stories, poems, art, or photos of Harrisville.
This newsletter is supported by advertisers and by your generous
donations. THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

Hans Schepker flying a kite he made.

Eastview Flowers

Local, organic flowers
Informal bouquets & arrangements
Seasonal: June through September
Events, Subscriptions

Treasurer – Diane Miller
Printing – Silver Direct, Inc., Keene, New Hampshire
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Panos and Merope Pitsas

Sherry Sims

14 Sun Fish Lane, Harrisville, NH
603-499-2009
www.eastviewflowers.com
Special order or by appointment

HEATHWING HONEY
pure raw honey

made by bees living in Harrisville, NH
NOW AVAILABLE AT THE HARRISVILLE GENERAL STORE

Deborah Abbott | 603-827-3668 | heathwing45@gmail.com

Assistance to help

SENIORS LIVE A FULL LIFE
INDEPENDENT LIVING, ASSISTED LIVING, AND MEMORY CARE

DEADLINE for the next issue is
May 20, 2021
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Makers of fine woolen spun yarn
harrisville.com

FIRE (NON-EMERGENCY)…827-3412 POLICE (NON-EMERGENCY)…827-2903
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