
THE BATTLE OF HARRISVILLE POND

As Harrisville moves toward the celebration of the 
150th anniversary (now rescheduled to be the 151st) 

of its founding, we hope that the committee will consider a 
reenactment of the Battle of Harrisville Pond. This historic 
event has faded into the mists of obscurity. New details are 
just emerging that allow us to provide a detailed account of 
this pivotal battle. 

As the decade of the1860s moved toward a close, there 
were great rumblings of discontent 
from the village of Harrisville, which 
had developed around the town borders 
of Dublin and Nelson. This greatly 
alarmed the Nelson town fathers, who 
sought to retain tyrannical control over 
the rebel. 

In the autumn of 1869, with great 
secrecy, Nelson “authorities” built a 
small warship. This ship, christened The 
Quig, was designed in the style of a fid-
dle. This gave it a wide bottom appro-
priate for sailing around Harrisville 
Pond. Indeed, this was to be its mis-
sion—to circumnavigate the pond every 
day, offering an intimidating presence to 
the Harrisville rebels watching from the 
shore. The Quig was captained by none 
other than John Paul Tolman, who had 
distinguished himself in earlier naval 

exploits of mythical valor. 
On the night of April 1, just after ice out, under cover 

of darkness, The Quig was launched from the north shore 
of Harrisville Pond. The immediate effect was as expected. 
Every day as The Quig passed (often quite slowly, due to 
the lack of wind) along the southern shore of the pond, 
Harrisvillians (or Harris villains, as Nelson folk called 
them) became subdued and seemingly hopeless. But after 

a few weeks, the rebels became more 
courageous, and under the leadership 
of Captain Horatio Twitchell, a strategy 
was hatched to counter the oppressive 
efforts of The Quig. 

While the Quig was a large and 
stable vessel, its unique design com-
promised its maneuverability. Seizing 
on this vulnerability, Captain Twitchell 
developed a fleet of several canoes. 
Each one was equipped with two 
crew—a paddler and a “gunner.” The 
job of the gunner was to operate a cata-
pult adapted from a small narrow loom. 
The ammunition consisted of bricks, 
which of course meant the capacity 
for each canoe was limited to a dozen 
or so pieces. But like blackflies, the 
canoes danced around and harassed The 
Quig by tossing bricks onto its deck. 
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The Quig was powerless to respond 
(an agreement having been made 
that no firearms were permitted by 
either side). 

As spring progressed toward 
summer, the impaired Quig moved 
more slowly every day; however, it 
remained an intimidating presence. 
Furthermore, Twitchell’s flotilla was 
beginning to run out of bricks, and 
since the source of those bricks was 
from Nelson, it was not possible for 
Twitchell to secure more ordnance. 

The Quig, bottomed out on 
Harrisville  Pond. 

It was at this juncture that a hero-
ic and decisive action took place. On 
the night of June 21, a vivacious 
teenager, Bridget Colony, mounted 
her uncle’s steed and dashed north, 
her route only modestly illuminated 
by a half-moon. She rode up to the 
dam at Lake Nubanusit where she 
topped off the planks, essentially 
blocking the release of water toward 
Harrisville Pond. Meanwhile back 
at the mill, her uncle implemented 
the release of water downstream. 
Though the drop in water level 
was modest, it was, combined with 
the accumulated bricks, enough to 
ground the Quig. Captain Tolman, 
realizing he had been outfoxed, per-

suaded the Nelson town fathers that 
they should acquiesce to the south-
ern rebels. Shortly after this the town 
of Harrisville was officially formed, 
and relations between Nelson and 
Harrisville have remained cordial. 

During this time folks in Dublin 
(except for the village of Harrisville) 
were not paying quite so much atten-
tion to what was going on. Mostly 
they were sitting on the porches of 
their lavish estates, looking at Mount 
Monadnock and sipping mint juleps. 
When they witnessed the clever-
ness and valor of Harrisvillains, they 
agreed it was too late to subvert the 
rebellion. However, over time, they 
developed a more philosophical view 
and realized that what had motivated 
the Harrisvillains was their need to 
be plugged into a transportation net-
work—in this case, the railroad. This 
awareness remained with them, and 
so more than 100 years later, when 
the railroad was no longer function-
ing, the Dublin town fathers, in what 
they thought was an act of generosity 
to their northern neighbor, offered to 
let Harrisville take the highway—
Route 101. Harrisville by-passed 
the offer, which made the situation 
known as the Dublin by-pass. 

Gordon Peery

Working hard to preserve and sustain  
Harrisville's historic mill village  

since 1971. 
  

www.historicharrisville.org  
 

(603) 827-3722 

Photos supplied by the author.

Our Town Landscaping, Inc. 
Our 50th Year 

Landscaping Carpentry 

603-525-3794 
 

OurTownLandscaping.com 

GIVE A RIDE877-428-2882 ext. 5

• Help neighbors with
   transportation
• Drive when you want
• Mileage reimbursement

Make a difference 
with each mile you drive

Become a 
CVTC Volunteer DriverSERVING THE MONADNOCK 

REGION SINCE 2008

Harrisville Inn
Bed and Breakfast

Owner:  Maria Coviello
HarrisvilleInn.com 
797 Chesham Road, Harrisville, NH | 603–827-3163 

An idyllic country getaway  
full of romance and charm.
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Michael Miller
Natural Light Photographer

Harrisville NH 03450
6038273640

Interpretive Portraits

  michaelmillerphotographer.com

How to Avoid Illness of Almost Any Kind in Colonial British North America
Those 17th- and 18th-century British North 

American landowners who had access to 
books almost certainly owned a Bible and 
a book of veterinarian medicine. Both were 
important to survival, one for the spiritual, 
the other for the physical.
 In order to increase sales, the authors of 
books on veterinary medicine included rem-
edies for beasts of burden, both two-legged 
and four-legged. If any of these remedies 
failed, the patient could always be blooded: 
“Wednesday, April 12, 1758: Dr. Flood came 
last night past five to Winney. He ordered her 
to be blooded this morning which was done 
[sic] quantity six ounces very morbid and almost in a state 
of Corruption. He then ordered great Plenty of Mallow and 
ground Ivy Tea with Spiritus Salis Oleo and Lavender twen-
ty drops every two hours and spoonful rattlesnake decoction 
every two hours to break the viscid state of her blood and 
help on Expectoration with plenty of gruel for food . . .” 
(Jack P. Greene, ed., The Diary of Colonel Landon Carter 
of Sabine Hall, 1752-1778. Charlottesville: University of 
Virginia Press, 1965)
 If the patient could survive something less strenuous 
than blooding, medical remedies in common use included 
such items as “Ethiopia mineralis,” a remedy against 
worms as well as “the itch,” prepared by grinding mer-
cury and sulfur into a black powder; rhubarb or rheum, a 
popular astringent, or, in large doses, a purgative; spirit of 
Minderus, acetic acid diluted with ammonia that served as 
either a stimulant or as protection against bites of venom-
ous snakes and reptiles; calomel, mercurious chloride, a 
purgative and remedy for biliousness, glandular inflamma-
tion, typhoid, and malarial fevers. Wormwood was derived 
from many strong-smelling plants with white or “bitter” 
flowers; it was used as a “stomachic” and in treatment of 
worms, jaundice, and dropsy.
 For cures that could be home grown, the garden offered 
countless remedies. The earliest English writer on the heal-
ing powers was Alexander Neckam (d. 1217). Abbot of 

Cirencester, England, whose De Naturis Rerum 
said: “The garden should be adorned with roses 
and lilies, turnsole [heliotrope], violets and 
mandrake; there should be plenty of parsley 
and cort and fennel, and southernwood and 
coriander, sage, savory hyssop, mint, rue, dit-
tany, smallage, pellitory, lettuce, garden cress, 
peonies. There should also be planted beds with 
onions, leeks, garlic, pumpkins and shallots; the 
cucumber growing in its lap, the drowsy poppy, 
the daffodil and the brank-ursine [acanthus] . 
. . There should also be pottage-herbs, such as 
beets, herb-mercury, orache, sorrel and mallows, 
anise, mustard, white pepper and wormwood.” 

(Frank Crisp, Medieval Gardens. New York: Hacker Art 
Books, 1979, 41)
 If none of the home garden remedies listed by the 
Abbot of Cirencester proved effective, and if the more 
strenuous cures listed above failed, then the homeowner 
could fall back on spiritual salvation and make preparations 
for the next phase of his or her ultimate journey by ordering 
a wooden casket and/or a gravestone. Recently a resident of 
Jaffrey Center had a ceremonial unveiling of his gravestone 
placed in his lot, followed by drinks and luncheon at a local 
eating establishment for all those invited. A good time was 
had by all, and an old British North American tradition was 
renewed.                                                 Russell Bastedo

COMMUNITY NEWS

Eastview Flowers
Local, organic flowers
Informal bouquets & arrangements
Seasonal: June through September
Dinners, Weddings, Occasions

“Special order or by appointment”

Sherry Sims
14 Sun Fish Lane
Harrisville, NH 03450
603-499-2009
www.eastviewflowers.com
eastviewflowers@gmail.com
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WELLER & MICHAL ARCHITECTS  

RESIDENTIAL  

COMMERCIAL   

MUNICIPAL 
INSTITUTIONAL  

POB 360,  71 Main Street  (Mi l l  #2)      
Harr isvi l le  NH 03450  

www.wapm.com                                   603-827-3840      

Smallpox in Harrisville 1901
In the last issue of Common Threads, we identified a his-

toric precedent for social distancing in the 1918 flu out-
break. When we look at a smallpox outbreak that occurred 
in Harrisville in 1901, we can see how history repeats itself 
and consider the difficult decisions that were made in rela-
tion to how to handle the disease without unduly impacting 
business and the economy.  

In 1900, Harrisville established a Board of Health 
consisting of the town moderator, the overseer of the poor, 
and the town’s resident physician. Under their watch, after 
smallpox appeared in Hancock, the town of Harrisville paid 
to vaccinate schoolchildren against smallpox. Unfortunately, 
this happened too late, and “several children came down with 
the dread disease. The local doctor made things worse by 
diagnosing the cases as chickenpox.” 

In February of 1901, the state Board of Health came to 
Harrisville and made the correct diagnosis. The following 
statement, written by Dr. Watson from the New Hampshire 
Board of Health, suggests that this downplaying of the 
disease likely contributed to its spread: “The fact that some 
of the residents of Harrisville do not believe the disease to 
be smallpox is of no particular moment or account except 
that such a view necessarily handicaps to a greater or less 
degree the efficient work of the local board of health.” 

On February 9, 1901, the New York Times reported 
that Dr. Irving A. Watson, secretary of the state Board of 
Health in Concord, New Hampshire, visited Harrisville in 
February 8, and reported 15 cases of smallpox in the town 
of 750 inhabitants. In Dr. Watson’s opinion, the “situation is 
serious.” Six houses were quarantined, with guards on duty 
from early morning until late at night. 

In a letter dated February 23, 1901, to Horatio Colony 
at the Cheshire Mills, Dr. Watson tries to make his case by 
saying “. . . after the cleaning up and disinfecting of several 
of the houses in Harrisville, leaving only four in actual 
quarantine, I entertained the hope at least that the disease 
might be restricted to those particular families and stamped 
out in a short time. The situation, however, has changed. 
Not only are there several new cases in these same fami-
lies, but the infection has appeared in other families, and it 
now seems to be absolutely necessary that the matter shall 
be taken vigorously in hand, otherwise there is no hope of 
stamping out the disease for several months at least.” 

Dr. Watson continues, “My object in writing you is in order 
that I may obtain your hearty co-operation in this work, and to 

ask that you may permit your vacant boarding house [referring 
to the wood frame boardinghouse that once stood on Kadakit 
Street] to be occupied as a hospital. In this way every case can 
be taken care of at one point, every infected house immediately 
disinfected, so that the only point of infection left would be in 
the hospital. . . . This way the disease could be placed under 
control and stamped out in a relatively short time.” 

In what we believe to be a response to the desire to main-
tain (tourism) business as usual in the Monadnock Region, Dr. 
Watson says, “The continuance of the disease at Harrisville and 
vicinity will be a great detriment to local interests, and espe-
cially to the summer resort business. We are receiving numer-
ous letters asking about the situation, protesting that efficient 
measures must be taken, from various more or less interested 
parties. The B.&M.R.R. is seriously concerned over the matter.”  

In a final effort to convince Mr. Colony to allow use of 
their boardinghouse as a hospital, Dr. Watson said, “The State 
Board of Health will guarantee complete disinfection of the 
boardinghouse as soon as the patients can be discharged. We 
will send a special officer, experienced in the work, and who 
has the apparatus for such work, to disinfect the premises, so 
that we do not hesitate to state that we will assume all respon-
sibility in this direction.”  

We know how Mr. Colony responded to Dr. Watson, 
only four days after Dr. Watson’s February 23 letter was 
written. J.J. Colony wrote the following to the Harrisville 
Board of Health: “Understanding that you have broken into 
and entered our so called Old Boarding House without our 
knowledge and consent, and that you are using the same as 
a rest house without our knowledge or consent, we hereby 
order you to remove all patients from said property before 
7 p.m. this same day and all property belonging to you at 
the same time, also to fumigate the house and leave in best 
possible sanitary condition. By so doing, you will avoid 
liability beyond that already incurred. We are taking this 
measure in accordance with legal advice.” 

About the incident, Factory Under the Elms simply 
records for posterity, “A smallpox hospital was also pre-
pared, but the disease was arrested and it was not needed.”

More research is needed to know how smallpox played 
out in Harrisville. Hopefully, the outbreak was brought 
under control by families quarantining at home shortly after 
this flurry of correspondence in February 1901. Balancing 
public health and economic concerns is nothing new. People 
have been struggling with these situations for the ages, and 
it doesn’t seem to get any easier.              Erin Hammerstedt

OWNER



Community Church News
“Don’t walk behind me; I may not lead. 
Don’t walk in front of me; I may not follow. 
Just walk beside me and be my friend.” 
– Albert Camus, Nobel Prize winner, Literature, 1957

“During the Spanish Flu of 1918, there were three 
churches in town, and I imagine they each were 

serving the community in various ways. Our town archives 
likely contain interesting clues about what the needs were 
in the villages during that time. Perhaps when it is safe to 
do so, I will search through the historical records. For now, 
I can only imagine. 

I imagine that if people had surplus food or supplies, 
they brought them to the churches for distribution. I imag-
ine that neighbors checked in on one another and helped 
one another however they could. I imagine that if there 
were pressing needs, one of the churches might have been 
a place to go for help.

So much has changed in our world in the 102 years 
between the Spanish influenza and Covid-19, but some 
things have not. People are still bringing surplus food and 
supplies to the church for distribution. From what I can 
tell, townspeople have been very attentive to the needs of 
neighbors, family, and friends. And, thankfully, the church 
has received many donations to our Care Fund that are 
available to help make ends meet.  

In thinking about the ever-changing role of the church 
throughout history in New England, what I know best is 
what is happening right now. Right now there are dona-
tions of frozen beef in the freezer, eggs in the refrigera-

tor, donations of nonperishable food, and homemade face 
masks that people have been taking home. Right now there 
is a bin on the side porch of the church with a list taped 
to the lid that the 100 Nights Shelter has requested. Right 
now, all around the village, people are checking in on one 
another by phone, email, notes, and conversations at a safe 
distance. Not that much has changed in a hundred years; 
we still rely on one another.  

If there is any way the church can be of help to you, 
please contact Pastor Traceymay at 603-715-0990. As the 
friend described in the quote above by Albert Camus, the 
church in 2020 is here to walk beside us . . . through all of 
life’s celebrations and especially through life’s challenges.

In friendship, 
Traceymay Kalvaitis

Pastor, Community Church of Harrisville and Chesham
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Investing in lasting  
quality and ageless  
style is an affordable,  
sustainable choice. 
Master Craftsmen  
Stephen C. Barlow  
builds furniture  
with you, the  
customer, in mind.

Visit our showroom at  
292 Chesham Rd., Harrisville, NH 
(603) 827-3340   shakerstyle.com

Showroom/Local Art Gallery

Investing 
in lasting 

quality and 
ageless 

style is an 
affordable, 
sustainable 

choice.

face masks
tissues
toilet paper
HE (high efficiency) laundry detergent
coffee, creamer, sugar, hot chocolate mix
Food: canned soup, jelly, tuna, other non-perishables
two-blade razors
deodorant
shampoo and conditioner
lip balm
spray air freshener
women’s underwear and bras-all sizes
men’s boxers- all sizes
paper plates, bowls and cups
plastic utensils

If you need to contact me, my cell number is 603-715-0990.
Thank you, Common Threads, for keeping us connected; 
what a gift it is!                                                                Traceymay
 

DONATIONS FOR 100 NIGHTS MAY BE 
DROPPED OFF 24/7 IN THE BIN ON THE SIDE 

PORCH OF THE CHURCH

603.827.3107
Harrisville, NH

Jonathan St. Peter
727 Chesham Road
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Rotary Club Squads on  
Roadside Pick-up Duty
After weeks of weekly Zoom meetings, the Monadnock 

and Peterborough Rotary Clubs met individually to 
pick up the blue state bags and set up small teams (1-2) on 
Saturday, April 25, to pick up trash. They maintained social 

distancing, six feet apart and geared up to pick up trash.   
 The Rotary Clubs selected April 25 to honor Earth Day 

week. Some members picked up along Route 101 in Dublin 
and others along 202 in Peterborough. Roadside Pick-up 
Days are long-standing traditions with both clubs and part 
of their community service programs.

 If you have an interest in community service and 
friendship locally and internationally, check out Rotary. 
The Monadnock Club meets on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 
at Dublin Community Church, and the Peterborough Club 
meets on Thursday mornings at 7:30 at Scott Farrar. Check 
out their respective websites.  

byline here??????

www.davidoneilconstruction.com

Septic 
&  

Excavation

Excavation • House & Barn Jacking • Site Work • Drainage
Driveways • Underground Utilities • Snow Plowing

CONSTRUCTION, LLC
EXCAVATION CONTRACTOR

MARLBOROUGH, NH
603-876-9000

Lawn Mowing • Lawn Restoration, Hydroseeding • Tractor Work 
Walkways, Steps, Retaining Walls • Field Mowing • Driveways, 
Grading, Culverts • Brush Cutting, Pruning • Light Tractor Work, 

Backhoe • Tree Work • Loam, Sand & Gravel, Hard Pack

Mike Wilder  •  827-3019  •  Homelnd@aol.com
668 Chesham Road  •  Harrisville, NH 03450

HOME-LAND
LANDSCAPING &

PROPERTY  MAINTENANCE

Douglas R. Miller, Landscape Architect 

dmiller@landesignllc.com      www.landesignllc.com 
 (603) 429-1383 

Harrisville, NH 

~ Providing Acres of Ideas for Homes Like Yours ~ 

 
 
 
 
 
  
   

General Store Update

It seems summer is here, and with the blooming lilacs and 
unfurling leaves, our little store is gradually reopening as 

well. After a long three months of closed door grocery-call 
in-service, we are beginning to invite customers in again, 
with lots of safety measures in place to keep everyone 
safe and comfortable. We are offering our breakfast menu 
from 8-11 a.m., Monday through Saturday, with coffee and 
breakfast pastries. We have expanded our outdoor seating 
and are welcoming guests to sit and dine outside. We offer 
grocery pickup and delivery service, and encourage folks 
to look at our website (harrisvillegeneralstore.com), then 
call in with their orders. 

On June 22, the General Store will be open for lunch 
again, and our summer hours will be Monday through 
Saturday, 8-3. We will continue to offer grocery pick up and 
delivery throughout the summer, as well as a happy return to 
our delicious prepared sandwiches, salads and lunch entrees. 

Special orders for take-home meals are also welcome!  
More information will come as we understand better 

what the Governor’s recommendations are for keeping 
safe, but for now, please know that we are still here, and 
here to stay, and we want to see you!         Samantha Rule
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RReessttaauurraanntt  aanndd  BBaarr  ooppeenn  ttoo  tthhee  ppuubblliicc  MMoonnddaayy  aanndd  TThhuurrssddaayy  eevveenniinnggss  
184 Aldworth Manor Road, Harrisville  

 

((660033))  882277--22885544  for reservations  
hhiillllttooppkkiittcchheennnnhh..ccoomm  for menu and additional information  

WITH CHARMING, SPACIOUS AIRBNB

Hal Grant Real Estate • Harrisville, NH  603-827-3726 or Cell 603-209-2858

FOR SALE IN KEENE

FAIRVIEW ST 
1915 3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath 
home with rocking chair 
porch. New roof  shingles, 
furnace, deck and storage 
shed. Friendly neighborhood.  
Close to Wheelock park and 
Symonds school. 
                              $249.000

 

Select Board Community Update
Emergency Management. Thanks to all who engaged, 
adapted, and continue to support the Covid-19 response—
first responders, town employees, and committee members. 
When the governor declared a state of emergency on March 
13, the town’s Emergency Management team was activated. 
We are particularly grateful to Jeff Cady and David Belknap 
for their time spent leading our relentless way forward.

Highway Department. We sealed the deal on the 
purchase of the town’s John Deere highway grader, trad-
ing in the 30-plus-year-old grader (Town Meeting 2020 
Warrant Article #7). You likely have seen it in action on the 
road rebuild project at Brown Road (Warrant Article #8).

Gravel Pit. We purchased the gravel operation on 
Jaquith Road (Map #10, Lot 31) and established and staffed 
a committee to study uses and use conditions. The commit-
tee started meeting last month, preparing their report for a 
public hearing (Warrant Article #5 as amended). 

Tax Office. Tax bills are in the mail with a July 3 
due date. Thank you, Jeannine Dunne (tax collector), Neil 
Sandford (assistant tax collector), and Lynn Cook (asses-
sor) for pulling this enormous project together. 

Memorial Day. We are in awe of how Rodger Martin 
pulled together the Memorial Day service this year. Adapted 
to prevailing guidelines for public gatherings and social dis-
tancing, the event was live-streamed on the town’s Facebook 
page. If you missed it, the video is posted on the Memorial 
Day page at the town’s website—an inventive format and 
every bit as heartfelt. 

150th. Our thanks to Pam Thayer, Ranae O’Neill, and 
everyone who jumped in with them for your time, effort, 
and enthusiasm starting up the town Sesquicentennial 
Celebration. We appreciate the resiliency required to 
postpone this event until July 2021—it was a difficult and 
disappointing decision made easy as we are in it together. 

Fireworks postponed until further notice. Another 
difficult decision, but one made in the interest of public 
safety and prevailing restrictions on large gatherings.

Safe summer fun for all. A reminder to hikers and 
cyclists on the roads at night to wear reflective clothing. 
Drivers, be alert to speed limits. Be especially mindful 
where you park—at the boat ramps, at the store and post 
office, and on the roads. Do not block others. Lake host 
teams, classified essential service, will be at the boat ramps 
to check for invasive species. And, finally, at the beach, on 
the trails, and around and about town, please continue to 
help each other stay healthy and survive.

See updates from the Town Clerk (p 9), Broadband 
Committee (p 13), and Electric Aggregation Committee 
(p 14) for more.                                     Andrea Hodson

TOWN OF HARRISVILLE NEWS

2020 CENSUS

A reminder to get your census in.
As of end-May, 43% of Harrisville residents had responded.

Go to wws.census.gov to be counted, too.
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201 Bonds Corner Road
Harrisville, NH 03450

603-209-3440 
kully522@gmail.com

Renovations • Window Installation 
Decks • Porches • Siding • Flooring 
Sillwork • Rot Repair • Painting

Kully Mindemann
c a r p e n t r y

COVID-19, Septic, Water, Bugs, YIKES!
It seems like the COVID-19 outbreak is changing every 

day, so something I write today may be incorrect next 
week or has changed enough to create some confusion. I 
want to offer some guidelines that I don’t think will change. 
As the state begins to reopen, there are some general recom-
mendations that have been in place for the past two months 
and will continue into the near future and maybe beyond. 

The most important thing to keep in mind is: Face 
coverings should be worn when social distancing measures 
are not easy to maintain or are not possible. This is volun-
tary. There is no New Hampshire mask enforcement officer 
patrolling neighborhoods looking for people who are not 
wearing a mask. This is about taking measures to protect 
others and ourselves. We are all in this together. As Martin 
Luther King said: “We must learn to live together as brothers 
or perish together as fools.” 

If you need to leave your home, take a cloth face cover-
ing with you. The NH Department of Health and Human 
Services recommends that all Granite Staters be prepared 
to wear cloth face coverings when outside of the home to 
help slow the spread of COVID-19. Who should never 
wear a mask: children under the age of two; anyone who 
has trouble breathing or is unconscious; and anyone who is 
unable to remove the mask without assistance. More infor-
mation is available on the DHHS website:  https://www.
dhhs.nh.gov/dphs/cdcs/covid19/covid-mask-guidance.pdf

 As we move through spring and into summer there are 
other things that we should be thinking about:

1.  When was the last time you had your septic tank 
pumped?  Your tank should be pumped out at least every 
two to three years. Do not flush bulky waste or grease into 
the system. It can plug the sewer and/or distribution lines. 

Do not flush toxic materials into the system. 
2.  When was the last time you tested your residential 

well water? DES and local lab recommendations: once 
a year for bacteria; a standard mineral exam every three 
to five years (once a year if you have or have had high 
amounts of mineral or metal detected in your water).

 3.  It is tick season. They are here now.  I’ve already 
picked up the larger black dog tick and the smaller deer 
tick. From what I’ve heard, there seems to be lot of them 
out this season. Same advice as last time: check your cloth-
ing before entering your home after being outside in the 
yard or in the woods; check pets before letting them back 
into the house, especially their ears. Lyme disease is seri-
ous, so take prevention seriously. 

4.  And lastly, our friends the black flies. They are out 
in abundance this year. Use bug spray or a head net for pro-
tection. Black flies will wane about the beginning of June 
just when the mosquitoes and bats come out. By the way, 
bats are protected even if they get into your house. Call for 
experts to retrieve the bats for relocation, or secure your 
house so bats can’t get in. 

Seems like a lot going on. Bienvenue to New Hampshire. 
Stay safe, stay well, and enjoy the summer.   

David Belknap, Harrisville Health Officer

2020 Census
A reminder to get your census in.
As of end-May, 43% of Harrisville residents had responded.
Go to https://wws.census.gov to be counted, too.

Good Bug, Bad Bug
Wednesday, June 17, 4-5pm (Zoom)
Jenna Spear, Teacher-Naturalist, Harris Center
To register contact Miles Stahmann
(stahmann @harriscenter.org)

GOOD BUG, BAD BUG
Wednesday, June 17, 4-5pm (Zoom)

Jenna Spear, Teacher-Naturalist, Harris Center
To register contact Miles Stahmann

(stahmann @harriscenter.org)
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MAIN STREET TITLE SERVICES, LLC 
Ranae O’Neil 

info@mainstreettitleservices.com
45 Main Street , Suite 202 - Peterborough, NH 03458 

603-924-6924 Or 1-800-278-1008

Doug Walker      sunquest@myfairpoint.net      603.827.9999

27 Aldworth Road • Harrisville, NH 03450

WALKER
DESIGN & BUILDING

Sustainable Design & Building  ◆  Integrated Solar  ◆  3D CAD Modeling
Energy Audits  ◆  BPI Certified Analyst & Thermographer

Roots of Harmony
Massage 

& Piano Lessons 

Studio at the Harrisville Inn 
797 Chesham Rd, Harrisville, NH 

Miriam Sharrock 
(603) 827-4477 

rootsofharmony@gmail.com 
book online: rootsofharmony.amtamembers.com

※

※

Chesham, NH
Hours: M-F 8-5, Sat. 8 - Noon

603-827-3464
www.wellscroftfarm.com

Wellscroft Farm
• Farm fresh eggs
• First-cut & mulch hay
• USDA inspected lamb cuts and Greek 
    lamb sausage from pasture-raised lamb
• Composted sheep manure, delivered
• Naturally colored brown or white machine-washable sheepskins

From the Town Clerk’s Office
In these past few months we have travelled a new path. I 

would like to thank all of you for your support, patience, 
and understanding as we all strive to keep our community 
healthy and safe.

The office has been busier than ever as we have been 
processing EVERYTHING via mail which, believe it or 
not, takes a bit longer. There have been many email and 
phone messages to return, and I thank you for your contin-
ued patience as I work my way through them. 

At the moment, the town offices are closed to the pub-
lic. I do not know when that will change, but for now please 
call 827-5546, extension 2, with any questions, or email 
TownClerk@HarrisvilleNH.org  

I would like to highlight a few important things for this 
Common Threads issue:

DOGS: If you have not done so already, it is impor-
tant to register your dogs each year. This is NOT a town 
requirement but a state law. All dogs were to be licensed 
by April 30. Starting June 1 a penalty of $1 per dog per 
month will be enforced. The law states that if not paid 
by June 20 a warrant will be issued for civil forfeiture of 
any unlicensed dog. NO ONE wants to do this, so please, 
please license your dog. Veterinarians closed to the public 
are still seeing dogs that require rabies vaccinations, and I 
would be happy to refer you to a vet who has been making 
house calls.

BOATS: Boat renewals were sent out by the state in 
December. They can be sent directly to the state but for 
faster turnaround, they can be processed by the town. The 
renewal slips do not clearly show the town portion versus the 
state portion, so please contact the clerk’s office before send-
ing in your boat renewal checks to get the accurate amount.

SEPTEMBER STATE PRIMARY ELECTION: 
Tuesday, September 8

A Special Election Task Force has been convened in 
Concord to study how best to conduct the fall elections 
with consideration for the safety and welfare of the vot-
ers and those working the polls. We are encouraging all 
who are concerned about Covid-19 to vote by absentee 
ballot. For the fall elections only, fear of Covid-19 will be 
considered a disability and you should check that box as 
your reason to request an absentee ballot. Absentee bal-
lot applications can be found on the town website www.
HarrisvilleNH.Org.

Keep an eye out for updates on the town website and 
Facebook page regarding office hours, registration infor-
mation, and election updates.

Once again, thank you all for your patience, under-
standing, and support. Stay safe, wash your hands, and 
keep healthy!                                                Cathy Lovas

HARRISVILLE DESIGNS RETAIL STORE 
NOW OPEN FOR CURBSIDE PICKUP

Open for Curbside pickup,
 Tuesday - Friday, 12 to 4 pm. 

603-827-3996

 Call in your order, during our 
curbside hours,  

and pick up when ready.

Sign up for June Online Felting 
Classes

harrisville.com/collections/2020-
workshops-and-classes
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TOWN OF 

HARRISVILLE

IMPORTANT MESSAGE ABOUT OUR  
150TH YEAR CELEBRATION 

After careful deliberation with the Town Select board, due to the continued uncertainty of  the 
COVID19 pandemic, the  Committee of  Arrangements for Harrisville’s 150th Year Celebration 
has made the difficult decision to postpone our 150th Anniversary celebration.  At this time there 
is little to indicate that it would be wise or prudent to host a large gathering of  this kind in the 
face of  this virus. We are all disappointed – it has taken a lot of  work to get us this far and so this 
decision was not made lightly.
The silver lining is that the postponement gives us more time to prepare for this special event, now 
rescheduled for July 2,3 and 4, 2021!
Please save the date. Once we have a new schedule ready, we will publish for all to see.  The 
parade will be on Saturday July 3 with more information to come.
To all who have volunteered to be on committees, attended meetings, done research, made 
phone calls, donated your time and expertise … we thank you and hope you will renew your 
commitment to help us celebrate in 2021. Please reach out to Pam Thayer or Ranae O’Neil if  you 
would like to join a committee.
Sincerely,
Committee of  Arrangements: Ranae O’Neil (Co-Chair), Pam Thayer (Co-Chair), Cathy Buffum, 
Maria Coviello, Jenny Foreman, Julie Lord, Janet Selle, Sue Weller

For more information on how you can volunteer or donate, please contact:
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1870 2020

150TH Year Celebration

Settled
        1774

SAVE THE NEW DATES
July 2, 3, and 4  2021

Pam Thayer 603-827-3911 or 603-313-7988, email: pamthayer@myfairpoint.net or
Ranae O’Neil 603-358-9048, email: ranae74@msn.com

PRE-ORDER ITEMS AND DONATE!
We appreciate any donation to help fund our celebration weekend. An order form is enclosed to 
donate, sponsor, and pre-order items specific to our 150th Year Celebration.
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TOWN OF 

HARRISVILLE

PRE-ORDERS BEING ACCEPTED
We are placing orders for commemorative items such as coins, hi-ball glasses, wine glasses, 
commemorative books, bags and apparel. Please see the enclosed order form to place your orders now!

SPONSORSHIPS & DONATIONS NEEDED
Please support our event! We are offering sponsorship opportunities as well as accepting any personal donations to 
help with the cost of  our 3-day celebration weekend. Please consider the following opportunities:
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Exclusive Premiere Sponsor $2500

Harrisville Designs -- THANK YOU!
Other Sponsorships Available
Gold - $1000 

Full Page Ad in program book, logo on sponsor banner
Silver - $500

Half  Page Ad in program book, logo on sponsor banner
Bronze - $250

Quarter Page Ad in program book, logo on sponsor banner
Friends - $100

Listed in program book
All amounts are greatly appreciated … there is no amount too small (or too big!).

Please make checks payable to: Town of Harrisville 150th Year Celebration
Mail checks to: Pam Thayer, c/o Town of  Harrisville, PO Box 272, Harrisville, NH 03450
Questions? Email Pam Thayer at pamthayer@myfairpoint.net or Ranae O’Neil at ranae74@msn.com

 Stay informed! Look on the town website for updates and Follow us on Facebook for the latest news!
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1870 2020

150TH Year Celebration

Settled
        1774

COMMEMORATIVE BOOK CONTENT & PHOTOS NEEDED
Even though our 150th Year Celebration has been postponed to 2021, we are continuing to work on the 
new Commemorative Book and hope to have the books printed by November 2020…. in time for the 
holidays and gift giving!
We are looking for community support to share your stories and pictures from the last 50 years… old 
photo’s to share… special memories you’ve had at town events or outings in Harrisville. Please share your 
stories to be included in this historic publication. Would you be willing to be interviewed by one of  our 
writers? If  you have photos of  the Zucchini Festivals, community dinners, dances, school events, life at the 
beach, or other significant events or stories, please share and help us bring the last 50 years to life to be 
remembered for our next generations!
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NEW ITEMS  
IN THE COLLECTION
NON-FICTION
Frida in America: The Creative Awakening 
of a Great Artist by Celia Stahr
The Genius of Women: From Overlooked 
to Changing the World by Janice Kaplan
Untamed by Glennon Doyle
Voyage of Mercy: The USS Jamestown, the 
Irish Famine, and the Remarkable Story of 
America’s First Humanitarian Mission by 
Stephen Puleo

FICTION
Trace Elements by Donna Leon
The Evil Men Do by John McMahon
The Night Watchman by Louise Erdrich 
The Two Lives of Lydia Bird by Josie
 Silver
Eight Perfect Murders by Peter Swanson
The Butcher Bird by S. D. Sykes
Plague Land by S. D. Sykes
The Glass Hotel by Emily St. John Mandel
The Mirror and the Light by Hilary Mantel
Grown-Up Pose by Sonya Lalli

The Golden Key by Marian Womack
Barn 8 by Deb Olin Unferth
142 Ostriches by April Davila
A Silent Death by Peter May
Constable on the Hill by Nicholas Rhea
The Holdout by Graham Moore
Walk the Wire by David Baldacci
The Other Mrs. by Mary Kubica
Beheld by TaraShea Nesbit

DVDs 
Crazy Rich Asians
1917
Little Women

CDs
Long Bright River by Liz Moore

Downloadable books/magazines: If you 
don’t have a barcode to use with the NH 
Downloadable Books (nh.lib.overdrive.
com), email the library and get signed 
up. For additional information/help with 
troubleshooting go to the NH Download-
able Books blog: nhdbooks.blogspot.com/
Facebook www.facebook.com/Harrisvil-
lePublicLibrary  

New Hampshire State Library Databases 
www.nh.gov/nhsl/nhewlink/libraries/
databases.html User ID is “Harrisville” 
Password is “@03450@”.
OPAC (Online Public Access Catalog) 
opac.libraryworld.com/opac/signin.php
Enter: Harrisville (no password needed).
Harrisville Public Library blog: harrisvil-
lepubliclibrary.blogspot.com/
Online NH Newspapers We now have ac-
cess to online New Hampshire newspapers 
through NewsBank. You can access this 
from home using your HPL card. You will 
need to use the full 8 digits of your card. 
For example, if your card number is #1, 
you will need to type in 20000001 to log in, 
#345 would type in: 20000345.
To access it, click: infoweb.newsbank.com/
apps/news/user/librarycard/HarrisvillePub
lic?destination=browse-multi%3Fp%3DN
ewsBank%26t%3Dstate%253ANH%2521
%2520New%2520Hampshire%2520News
%2520Papers

To be added to, or removed from, the email 
list, please email: sweaver@harrisville.lib.
nh.us

Well, this has been an “interesting” couple of months, 
to say the least! The library closed to the public on 

March 17. The New Hampshire Library Association had this 
to say: “We urge the immediate closing of all of our public, 
school, and academic libraries in New Hampshire and rec-
ommend that they remain closed to the public until medi-
cal professionals, the World Health Organization, and the 
Centers for Disease Control deem it prudent to reopen and 
resume regular services.”

So we closed but were able to offer curbside pickups—
for a while. Then, with the governor’s executive “Stay at 
Home” order, we stopped doing that, as recommended by 
the NH Library Trustees Association. “That means that 
those public libraries that are currently offering curbside 
pickup should discontinue that service, and where appropri-
ate library staff may work from home.” 

Now (as of my writing this) the library is still closed to 
the public. We resumed curbside services on May 18 as the 
“Stay at Home” order has been “loosened.”

 This is what it looks like: 
•  Books, DVDs, CDs may be checked out, but not magazines 

or newspapers. One staff member will be permitted in the 
building at a time. The OPAC (Online Public Access Catalog)  
is here: 

opac.libraryworld.com/opac/signin.php
Enter: Harrisville (no password needed).

•  When you see an item in the catalog that you would like, 
please call or email the library to reserve it and have it 
checked out to you. If you need training in how to use the 

OPAC, please call and we can walk you through the process.
•  Curbside pickup will look just like it did as we phased into 

closing: Patrons can call or email their requests and let us 
know what time they will be picking up materials. Staff 
will pull materials, place them in the pickup bin with the 
patron’s name. Items will be placed in the pickup bin 15 
minutes prior to pickup time to avoid contact. 

•  Returned materials should be placed in the book slot in the 
door, as usual, and will be quarantined for 72 hours, then cov-
ers wiped with disinfectant before being checked out again.

• No donations will be accepted at the library.
• Virtual programs will continue.
•  Patrons can email materials to the library to be printed and 

staff will leave them in the bin, just like any other curbside 
pickup.

We are working on a re-opening plan following guide-
lines from the Re-Opening NH Libraries Task Force, the 
CDC, the WHO, and recommendations from Dr. Benjamin 
Chan, State Epidemiologist for the State of New Hampshire, 
Department of Health and Human Services.     
All that being said, we still have offerings for you! Check 
out the blog and our Facebook page. 

Knitting/Fiber Arts Group is now virtual.
Coffee Hour is now virtual.
Cookbook Group is “on hold” for now. Hopefully the cooks are 
enjoying their time at home in the kitchen.
Movie Night is “on hold” for now.
Mystery Book Group is the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 
p.m. This is now being done virtually.
Museum Passes: At the time of this writing the museums 
have all closed, though many offer virtual programs. 

Library News
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Fourth of July
By Nolan Reilly

Newspaper says:
Man scared stiff by fireworks.

Boom
I jump

Pop
I startle

Flash
I feel unsafe

Crack
Reality fades

Unable to breath
Unable to see
Unable to eat

Unable to drink

Newspaper says:
Man scared stiff by fireworks

Bang
My pain

Roar
My anger

Whizz
My heartbeat skips

Sizzle
Perpetually tense

Unable to breath
Unable to see
Unable to eat

Unable to drink

Newspaper says:
Man scared stiff by fireworks

Crack
You smile

Hiss
I startle

Thud
You clap and cheer

Scream
I freeze

Newspaper says:
Man scared stiff by fireworks

So…..I say
Remember

Remember those with idiosyncratic neurological wiring
Remember those in which fireworks create an unquellable 

surge of anxiety
Remember

4 Mill Alley, Harrisville | 603-827-3996 | harrisville.com

2020 Classes online now. harrisville.com/learn
Yarns ● Looms ● Classes ● Fiber Art Kits

“Fiber to the Premises”  
Broadband Internet Service  
Is Coming to Harrisville!

The town of Harrisville has now reached agree-
ment with Consolidated Communications for the 

delivery of high-speed broadband Internet service, 
via fiber, to every home and business in town. 
The town is bonding this project, and Consolidated 
Communications is reimbursing the town for the 
principal and interest of such bond; in addition, it is 
putting a considerable investment of its own into the 
necessary infrastructure. Work on this project will 
begin later in the summer.

Consolidated will offer high-speed service, up to 1 
gig symmetrical (potentially more, for businesses that 
might require it). Customers can retain their current 
service (and rates) if they choose but can also soon be 
able to upgrade by signing up with Consolidated, at 
the company’s regular rates plus an $8.30 per month 
subscriber fee to help pay for the company’s invest-
ment in the town project. Plus, the town of Harrisville 
is benefiting by receiving free Internet service from 
Consolidated at its town buildings.

In the near future, you’ll be seeing Consolidated’s 
crews installing the fiber on poles around town. The 
company will also be in touch with folks in Harrisville 
to determine interest in this much faster, much more 
reliable Internet service. So stay tuned!                                             

byline???????



Electric Aggregation  
Committee Community Update
As mentioned in the select board’s April-May community 
update, Community Power is a state-wide initiative that 
will enable towns and cities to buy and provide lower-cost 
electricity to their residents and businesses to make their 
communities more sustainable. 

The legislation that clears the pathway for this oppor-
tunity is RSA 53. Aggregation of Electric Customers by 
Municipalities and Counties was passed in October 2019. 
Here is the purpose of this legislation as stated:

“The general court finds it to be in the public inter-
est to allow municipalities and counties to aggregate 
retail electric customers, as necessary, to provide such 
customers access to competitive markets for supplies of 
electricity and related energy services. The general court 
finds that aggregation may provide small customers with 
similar opportunities to those available to larger custom-
ers in obtaining lower electric costs, reliable service, and 
secure energy supplies. The purpose of aggregation shall 
be to encourage voluntary, cost-effective, and innovative 
solutions to local needs with careful consideration of local 
conditions and opportunities.” 

In April 2020, the select board established and staffed 
an Energy Aggregation Committee to engage with this 
initiative on behalf of Harrisville residents. We launched 
this effort with a Q&A presentation by Henry Herndon, 
representing Community Power NH, a municipality-driven 
initiative by and for New Hampshire towns, cities, and 
counties.

Henry explained the work overall and the broad range 
of possible outcomes for Community Power Plans—from 
negotiated lower electricity rates and renewable energy 

sources to implementing energy security strategies such as 
local power generation.  

By the end of May, the committee had started to 
acquire a deeper understanding about the details and what 
is being organized and how in the Monadnock region so 
that towns can share resources and lessons. 

Expect one, if not two, Community Conversations to 
discuss what we find out and what we can recommend 
and to get your inputs and expectations for a Harrisville 
Community Power Plan, which will be shaped for Town 
Meeting 2021. And we will continue to keep you updated 
in the meantime.

On behalf of the committee,  
Andrea Hodson and Ned Hulbert
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COMMUNITY FUND

Harrisville neighbors and visitors have supported com-
munity activities through the Harrisville Community 
Fund (HCF) since it was organized in 2005—to sup-
port and sustain our town’s special character. This phil-
anthropic generosity combined with a thriving corps 
of volunteers has contributed to projects and scholar-
ships across a broad spectrum of community interests.

Please see the application on the next page for fund-
ing. You may mail the form or email a facsimile to one 
of the board members listed. Applications for fall are 
due by September 30. 

Available by the day or week year round.
2 Bedrooms+ sleeps at least 6.

Contact: Charles Sorenson
csorenson@comcast.net                        603-827-3048

Comfortable Cottage on Chesham Pond

Saturday, January 10
Amanda Shaw
& The Cute Guys Band
(New Orleans based band)

New Orleans fiddle player; Cajun roots music.
$18 Advance • $21 Day of Show

TICKETS: ticketstage.com/PFMS • 603-827-2905 • pfmsconcerts.org

at the
Peterborough Players

pfmsconcerts.org for more info!

603-827-2905
deb@pfmsconcerts.org

ENJOY A CONCERT IN THE COMFORT 
OF YOUR LIVING ROOM.

Until we can all meet again we will occasionally support the 
musicians by connecting you with live-streaming concerts. From 
their homes to yours! We hope you will join us and give them 
your support. 

Mark Erelli - June 23rd 
(watch for updated info)

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner-to-go 
29 Church Street • Open Mon- Sat 8-6 Sun 8-4  

Phone 603 827-3138 • Eat In or Take Out 
www.harrisvillegeneralstore.com 
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29 Church Street • Open Mon- Sat 8-6 Sun 8-4  
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Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner-to-go 
29 Church Street • Open Mon- Sat 8-6 Sun 8-4  

Phone 603 827-3138 • Eat In or Take Out 
www.harrisvillegeneralstore.com 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner-to-go 
29 Church Street • Open Mon- Sat 8-6 Sun 8-4  

Phone 603 827-3138 • Eat In or Take Out 
www.harrisvillegeneralstore.com 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner-to-go 
29 Church Street • Open Mon- Sat 8-6 Sun 8-4  

Phone 603 827-3138 • Eat In or Take Out 
www.harrisvillegeneralstore.com 

 

 

OPEN MONDAY– SATURDAY 8AM-6PM  •  SUNDAY 8AM-4PM
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H  C  F  
HARRISV IL L E  C O M M U N ITY  FU N D  

PO  BO X  2 1 3  HARRISV IL L E  N H 0 3 4 5 0  

Grant Application 

The HCF supports and sustains our town’s special character, heritage, and natural environment, and assists with local,  
unmet needs. Use this form to apply for funding. Applications should be submitted to a member of the HCF committee.  

Spring applications are due by 30 April. Fall applications, by 30 September. 

 

Name of grant applicant:   
 
Contact information  
(address, telephone number, email):   
   
   
Name of individual or organization  
grant award would be payable:   

 

1. Describe the project (educational, cultural, historical, artistic, environmental, recreational, scholarship, etc). 
Students seeking scholarships, please describe your goals and what school you will attend -- use page 2 as 
needed to provide as much detail as possible. 
  
  
 
2. How does this project relate to Harrisville and who benefits? (Continue on page 2 as needed.)  
  
  
 
4. List key people or agency involved with the project. 
  
 
5. What is the date / timeframe for this project?   
 
6a. What funding is requested, and  
what is the basis for this amount? (Use page 2 as needed.)   

6b. If full funding is not available, what is the  
minimum amount needed to support the project?   

6c. When is the funding needed?   
 

Grant recipients must follow up an award with a project report within six months of receiving a grant award. 
 
Signature of authorized applicant    
Date submitted   

 

Questions? Need more information? Contact a member of the HCF committee: 

Deborah Abbott 827-3668 l Jack Calhoun 827-3618 l Chick Colony 827-3010      
Eleanor Drury 827-3050  | Claire Gargan 827-3847 | Peggy Evans 924 9234 l Susan Weller 827-3694  



 

 

Grant Application, page 2 

 

 
 
1. Project description /continued 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
2. Project beneficiaries /continued   
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
6a. Project funding /continued 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
Other information continued from page 1   
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SENIORS LIVE A FULL LIFE
A�istance to help 

INDEPENDENT LIVING, ASSISTED LIVING, AND MEMORY CARE

Trusted Choice Eldercare, LLC
Stay Home, Comfortably

Emily Mitchell
Co-ordinator

Emily: 603-721-9353
or email us at

trustedchoiceeldercare@gmail.com

Online Weed-Watcher Training 
Saturday, June 6, 2020, 9:30 to 11:00 a.m.
Preregister at attendee.gotowebinar.com/ 

register/632769348406623499

Join us for an online Weed-Watcher training with Amy Smagula, 
Exotic Species Program coordinator and freshwater biologist with the 
New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services. 

This online workshop for lake, pond, and river enthusiasts in 
Southwest New Hampshire will help train volunteers to keep our 
waters free of aquatic invasive species like milfoil, Asian clam, zebra 
mussels, and more. Early detection of new invasions can prevent their 
spread and often leads to complete eradication from that water body. 

Learn to spot and report invasives and the methods and equip-
ment used for volunteer monitoring for aquatic invasive plants 
through the state’s volunteer Weed Watcher Program. We will also 
discuss the state of aquatic invasive species in New Hampshire, and 
what the state and its partners are doing for prevention, early detec-
tion, rapid response, and management of infestations.  

The presentation will take about 45 to 60 minutes, and after the 
presentation there will be an opportunity for questions from the audi-
ence. Boaters, fishermen, lake hosts, paddleboarders, kayakers, and 
canoers share a common interest in our clean, healthy waters. The 
more trained observers we have, the better we will be able to protect 
our waters.

Preregister at attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6327693484066 
23499 and join us on Saturday morning, June , from 9:30 to 11:00 
a.m. to help stop invasives on your favorite lakes, ponds, and streams. 
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Firewood
Green- cut, split, delivered

Seasoned & dry
Call for price & availability

Jay Jacobs  313-1522 www.HarrisvilleChildrensCenter.org
(603) 827-3905

  Harrisville Children’s Center
             For children 6 weeks to 6 years

                Where love, knowledge, and respect  
                        come together for the healthy  

                        development of the child.  
                           Located in the heart of  
                               historic Harrisville

                                We welcome visits!

Brown 
House

Bakery 

Opening May 21
6:30 am to 2:00 pm, 

Thursday, Saturday & Sunday
6:30 am to 5:30 pm, Friday

613 Chesham Rd., Harrisville, NH   •  603-827-3100

BUILDER

Patrick A. Gagne
patrickgagne@myfairpoint.net

REMODELERSince 1986

50 South Rd.
Harrisville, NH 03450

H: 603-827-3850
C: 603-381-5886

“Imagine Your Story” Summer Reading Program at the Harrisville Public Library

This summer the library is promoting reading and nature. 
We are encouraging all children and families to get 

outside more and to read more. There will be prizes for all 
young people who do three things for ten days (you may do 
this multiple times for more prizes). 

1. Read a book (youngsters can be read to) or a chap-
ter each day, or share a book with someone (your dog, cat, 
grandma, or anyone else). How to get a book from the 
library: opac.libraryworld.com/opac/signin.php

Enter: Harrisville (no password needed).

When you see an item in the catalog that you would 
like, please call (603-827-2918) or email Harrisville 
Library to reserve it and have it checked out to you.

2. Do a nature activity each day. These can be from the 
list below or you can create your own.

3. Keep a nature and reading journal. Write down the 
date, what you read, and what you did outside, add a picture 
if you want to. After you complete ten days (you may skip 
days if you want to), email a picture of your journal page or 
write to the library at our email Harrisville Library. Please 
include your mailing address. We will give you a prize.

Nature Activities (at least 15 minutes each or more if 
you are really having fun!):

1. Go outdoors and decorate your nature journal.
 2. Forest bathing: Quietly walk or sit in the outdoors 
and listen and watch.
3. Take off your shoes and feel the ground under your feet.

4. Lie on the ground and watch the clouds.
5. Eat a meal outdoors.
6.  Gather treasures and build a nature sculpture. You could 

use acorns, leaves, rocks, and more.
7. Lie on your belly and focus on the ground. What do you see?
8. Go on a litter clean-up walk.
9. Find a seedpod and a stick and examine them.
10. Lift up a rock and see what is underneath.
11. Help a neighbor by performing an outdoor chore for them.
12. Go birding: see how many feathered friends you can see.
13. Go outside and see how many different trees you can find.
14. Plant some seeds in a garden or a pot.
15. Go for a hike or nature walk.
16. Look at the stars.
17. Make a mud pie.
18. Sit next to a tree and feel its aliveness.
19. Climb a tree.
20. Paint or draw a picture of a plant.
21. Build a fairy house.
22. Find some water and watch it.

“Nature-deficit disorder describes the human costs of alienation from 
nature, among them: diminished use of the senses, attention difficulties, 
and higher rates of physical and emotional illness. This disorder can be 
detected in individuals, families, and communities.”

― Richard Louv, Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children from 
Nature-Deficit Disorder 

Kris Finnegan, oliviarodham@gmail.com

YOUTH NEWS
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JUNE
  6  Online Weed Watching Training, 9:30-11:00 

a.m. See p. 17.
17  Good Bug, Bad Bug, Jenna Spear, 4:00-%:00 

p.m. On Zoom.  See p. 8

SEPTEMBER
8  State Primary Election, Harrisville Town  

Offices, 8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. See p. 6

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Not much happening, read a good book

GRADUATES
Wells Memorial School

Liam Dane
Ashton Foreman

Roman Sergi
Bronwen Trudelle-Tolman

Zephan Zuser-Hedges

Keene Middle School
Alina Dane

Adrianne Gigliello-Roy
Samuel Petit
Crysta Theall

Nevaeh Trudelle

Keene High School
Elijah Blake

Reegan Gigliello-Roy
Alyx Scott

Hailey Trudelle

New Hampton School
Bonnie Anderson
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Resident
Harrisville, NH 03450

Donations: 
Russ French

TOWN OF HARRISVILLE:
Celebrating 150 years in 2020  
705 Chesham Rd., Harrisville 03450  •  harrisvillenh.org 
•  SELECT BOARD: Jay Jacobs, Kathy Scott, Andrea Hodson 

AdministrAtive AssistAnt: Mary Ann Noyer 
Office PhOne: 827-3431; Office fAx: 827-2916  
select BOArd meetings: thurs. 7-9 Pm  
excePt Admin meeting On the lAst week Of the mOnth: fri. 9-11 Am 
Office e-mAil: SelectBoard@HarrisvilleNH.org 
Office hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9 Am-3 Pm, Fri. 9 Am-Noon 
tOwn treAsurer: Anne Havill 
dePuty treAsurer: Bonnie Willette

•  TAX COLLECTORS OFFICE:   
tAx cOllectOr: Jeannine Dunne  
dePuty tAx cOllectOr: Neil Sandford  
Office PhOne: 827-5546; Office fAx: 827-2917  
emAil: taxcollector@harrisvillenh.org 
Office hrs:  Tues. 1:30-3:30 Pm, Fri. 9-12 Or By APPOintment

•  TOWN CLERK (P.O. Box 284): Cathy Lovas  
Website: townclerk@harrisvillenh.org  
Office PhOne: 827-5546, ext. 2; Office fAx: 827-2917  
Office hrs: By appointment only.

•  LIBRARY: 827-2918  
directOr: Susan Weaver; children’s liBrAriAn: Kris Finnegan  
liBrAry hOurs: Mon., Tu., Th. 3-7 Pm; wed. 10 Am-1 Pm  
And 3-7 Pm; sat. 10 Am-1 Pm

•  RECYCLING CENTER: 827-2920 
mAnAger: Randy Tarr Jr.  
center hrs: Fri. 10 Am-5 Pm, Sat. 8 Am-5 Pm

•  U.S. POST OFFICE: 827-3345  
POstmAster: Tom Wood 
retAil service: M–F 7:45 Am-Noon & 1:30-4:30 Pm; Sat. 8-11:30 Am   
lOBBy & BOx Access: M–F 7:30 Am-5 Pm, Sat. 8 Am-Noon

Managing Editor –  Deborah Abbott 
commonthreadsharrisville@gmail.com or 827-3668

Copy Editor – Lida Stinchfield

Production – Lindy Palmisano, lindypalmisano@gmail.com

Writers –  Sherry Sims, Rebecca Upjohn Snyder, 
Jeannie Eastman, Margie Ward

Circulation & Mailing –  Charlotte Chamberlain, Carol Jost 

Treasurer – Diane Miller

Printing – Silver Direct, Inc., Keene, New Hampshire

Ad rAtes:                              1 time    3 times    6 times

Business card (31⁄2" w x 2" h)   $20       $54          $90 
Common Threads gives ad preference to Harrisville businesses  
and Harrisville residents.

clAssified Ads: $3.00 for the first 10 words, 25¢ for each  
additional word. 

Common Threads is mailed free to every Harrisville resident and to 
nonresident property owners of improved properties who wish to receive 
it. If you are not a resident or property owner and wish to subscribe, 
please send $12.50 per year to our P.O. Box. Past issues may be 
requested, while they last, for $2.00 each.

Common Threads is published bimonthly (Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Oct., 
Dec.). We invite the community to participate with news, interesting 
stories, poems, art, or photos of Harrisville. This newsletter is supported 
by advertisers and by your generous donations.  
THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

DEADLINE for the next issue is May 20, 2020.

Common Threads
  P.O. Box 164
  Harrisville, NH 03450

Common Threads  

STD MAIL
U.S. POSTAGE  

PAID
HARRISVILLE, NH

03450
PERMIT NO. 11

FIRE (NON-EMERGENCY)…827-3412   POLICE (NON-EMERGENCY)…827-2903


